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TRANSLATOR'S 'PREFACE.

AFTER having enjoyed the mofl bril-

liant reputation throughout Europe, SCHI L-

LER appears, for the firft time in England,

as a hiflorian; and as fuch, it is to be

hoped, will not be unacceptable to an Eng-

lifh reader of tafte, if any favourable in-

ference can be drawn from the great

applaufe which the original of the prefent

work has received in Germany, or the

fuccefs of his other productions in gene-

ral.

The firfl volume of the prefent Hiftory

appeared a few years fince at Leipzig, in

a 3 a peri-
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a periodical work, entitled, The Ladies*

Calendar ; and its great fuccefs induced

the author to write the fecond. The work

is t however, ftill in fome meafure imper-

fect; and it is fmcerely to be hoped, that

he may be able to continue it as far as

the memorable treaty of Munfter, in Weft-

phalia.

Although the tranfactions defcribed in

this Hiftory are more particularly intereft-

ing to a German reader, they are not

altogether foreign to Englifh hiflory. To

this memorable war is afcribed that balance

of power which ftill preferves the liberties

of Europe; an inftitution which can never

be an object of indifference to thofe who

are anxious for the welfare of their country.

The Tranflator entertains too well ground-

ed a diffidence of his abilities not to acknow-

ledge,
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ledge, that he has given but a very feeble

copy of an original, which is written with

all the fpirit and elegance of which the

German, the moft vigorous and eloquent

perhaps of all modern languages, is capable

of attaining. The German idiom is fo dif-

ferent from our own, as not to admit of a

literal tranflation ; and the warmth of the

author's imagination fometimes indulges

itfelf in figures which are not confiftent

with the chafler rules of Englifh hiftory.

It is hoped the public indulgence will be

extended to the performance of a young

and inexperienced writer; fhould any degree

of approbation be beftowed oh it, the Tranf-

lator intends to publifh the hiftory of a

fccond war, more recent and more bloody,

and by it to terminate the two moft me-

morable epochas of the German hiftory.

DUBLIN-,

September 4//>, 1/99.
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WIELAND's PREFACE.

JN O work has for a confiderable time appeared

in Germany which has been read with more

ardent and univerfal applaufe than the firft

part of The Hiftory of the Thirty Years War,

by which the Aulic Counfellor Schiller has

given the Hifloric Calendar for the Ladies in

1791, a value of which no periodical publica-

tion of that nature can hitherto boaft.

Although this work was originally deftined

for the fair fex, I will venture to fay, without

exaggeration, that it has had as many readers

as there are perfons of any pretenfion to tafte

in the compafs of our literature. Written by

an author whofe earlier eflays were in dramatic

compo
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compoiition, and who now, for the firft time,

entered the immediate field of the hifloric mufe,

he exceeded the expectations formed of his riper

years from the merit of his earlier productions.

The work before us has already furpaffed all

that our language could boaft of in this depart-

ment of literature ; and it mufl naturally excite

in all to whom the glory of their country is not

indifferent, a delire that a writer fhould appear

who could difplay in this new career talents

capable of gaining him a rank with a Hume, a

Robertfon, or a Gibbon ; and devote them, if

not altogether, at leaft principally, to the hiflory

of his native country.

Mr. Schiller, after continuing the Thirty

Years War down to the period of the decifivc

battle near Leipzig in 1631, was obliged to

break off where the fcene of action (to ufe his

own words) became ftill more fertile in brilliant

exploits, richer in heroes, more interefting by
fudden reverfes of fortune and critical conjunc-

tures. The impatience of the public for his

- 2 conti-



WIELAND'S PREFAC*. xi

continuation was equal to the pleafurc with

which the commencement of the work was

received ; and the general expectation that the

author would, the enfuing year, refume his

narrative according to his engagement, upon

condition of its meeting the approbation of Iris

readers, was believed the more reasonable, as

he obtained this delire in its lulleft extent.

The more impatient and well grounded the

public expectation was, the greater difappoint-

ment it muft have afforded, inftead of the

expected conclufion to receive only a fragment

of the Hiftory. But I certainly do not flatter

my excellent friend too much (who molt

feverely felt the impoffibility of his having

fulfilled his engagement), when I aver, that

the already univerfally known caufe of dif-

appointment was more fenfibly felt by his

readers of both fexes than by himfelf; and this

the more, as it is certain that the too great

zeal with which, during the preceding winter,

he profccuted this- laborious and important rc-

Icarch,
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fcarcb, by reading, comparing, and reviewing the

various fources, and in preparing the materials

which an uninterrupted execution of fuch an

intricate work required, principally contributed

to produce a diftemper which, bidding defiance

to medicine, put his life more than once in

danger, and which; even after the fortunate

fkill of a celebrated phyilcian and the waters

of Carlfbade had overcome,, fo reduced his

confutation, that the hope of prolonging an

exigence fo dear to thofe who have the bappi-

nefs of his acquaintance, depends only upon

his abandoning every work of importance in

future.

Mr. Schiller has every reafon to expect that

the circumirances of his fituation have a claim

to the indulgence and participation of the pub-

lic, whofe efteem he has no lefs acquired by

his talents, than he has attracted that of-his

friends by his. amiable difpofition.
* * *

[Here fome fentences of

ths
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the original are omitted, as nof properly belonging

to this tranjlationl\

1 fhall now join my wifties with thofc of

every lover of his country, that the author

may be enabled to purfue his literary career ;

for, if I miftake not, thefe views taken from the

German hiflory are mofl interefting, treated

with fuch fagacity, impartiality, and freedom

from prejudice, and with that humanity, juf-

tice, and indulgence, even towards thofe for

whofe fentiments one can fcarcely refrain from

expreffing contempt ; with this continual re-

trofpect towards the common interefls, and

what is not lefs fhiking, with fo much warmth,

ftrength, eloquence, and tafte; in fhort, executed

in the manner of which only Schiller is capable.

Withoutdoubt fuch pictures, taken from our own

hiftory, are the moft powerful means to reflore

and preferve the national fpirit, which in this

century appears to have declined, rather than in-

creafed ; and ft ill more to contribute to the per-

fection
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fection and the prefervation, if poffible, of our

confutation, fo fingular in itfelf.

Taking it for granted, that all confutations

are lefs the work of human wifdom and a deli-

berate plan, than of different parts put together

by time and chance; every impartial judge

muft, in my opinion, confefs that the prefent

conftitution of Germany is the beft which

could be fixed at the national affembly at

Ofnabruc. That aflembly procured the nation

all the advantages of a limited, mild, and

paternal government ; and fecured the power

of both the greater and fmaller ftates, whofe

organization is more or lefs republican; and

if not wholly free from the difadvantages at-

tending that form of conftitution, at leaft it is

from the mofl infupportable of all tyrannies,

democratic or ariftocratic defpotifm.

It is true, our conftitution, in order to pro-

duce the welfare and happinefs of the nation,

can difpenfe as little, and perhaps lefs, with

the
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the moral and native fources of this harmonic

union. Much depends upon the greater or

iefs degree of virtue, culture, and underftand-

ing of the different princes ; but in this parti-

cular, perhaps no nation in the world can boaft

of a more fortunate lituation than our prefent.

The greater part of our princes (I am unwilling

to pay them this tribute, left it Ihould wear

the afpect of flattery) are difdnguilhed by a

laudable dilpolition to promote the welfare and

attachment of their fubje&s, by their talents,

activity, and refpect for the arts and fciences ;

in ftiort, by every quality of the heart and mind,

which even in a private ftation would render

them refpeclable. In almoft every part of the

German Empire there gradually prevails a

fpirit of improvement, a freedom from old

prejudices, a vilible effort towards the reform

of former abufes, the alleviation of common

grievances, and the promotion of every under-

taking of general advantage. Never were the

fciences in fuch a flourishing condition ; never

the public education in fo good a flate ; never

the



the freedom of the prefs (the palladium of

mankind) fo unreltrained as it is in the greater

part of Germany at this day ; and, what every

patriot muft with me reckon one of the greatefl

felicities of our time is, that Germany, for cen-

turies, has not poffefTed a chief endowed in an

equal degree with thefe virtuous qualities,

which render him fit for the firft throne in the

world, as the prefent Emperor, Leopold II.

Never before could Germany promife itfelf fuch

advantages from the influence of its fovereign,

who labours with its other princes for the com-

mon advantage of all *.

I muft

* That excellent fovereign, who upon the firft throne in

Europe difplayed all the condefcenfion of a private gentle-

man and the virtues of an honeft man, fell, early in 1792,

one of the numberlefs victims of French philofophy and

illumination. Too cowardly to employ open force, the

French Jacobins had recourfe to the more convenient expe-

dient of aflafiination ;
and poifon, adminiftered to the Emperor

by a French governor of Count Colorado's children, termi-

nated in a few hours his exiftence amid horrible convulfions.

Such are the means which that philofophic and enlightened

people ufe to dhTeminate happinefs and virtue among man-

kind ! Leopold's death, however, it is fome confolation to

reflect,
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I muft add to thofe iingular advantages of

our prefent iituation, the cultivation which

begins to operate from higher authority, and

which promifes to oppofe a contrary lyftem

(lefs indeed to be dreaded among us than any

power in Europe) with the greatefl effect.

The object and the limits of this preface

prevent me from expatiating further upon

the advantages which we poffefs, not only

from our prefent circumftances, but our con-

ilitution. I am fenlible of the objections which

can be made by thofe who have caufe to be dif-

refleft, has been amply avenged by the vi&ories of his accom-

plifhed and brave fon, the Archduke Charles.

His Emprefs did not long furvive him. That admirable

woman, after feeing her hufband expire, fummoned ftrength

fufficient to go to her eldeft fon, the prefent Emperor : fur-

rounded by her numerous and beautiful family, and holding

her youngeft child in her arms, Ihe befought him to fupply

towards them the place of a father. After this flie appeared

no more, and Ibortly followed to the grave the partner of

her foul ; a rare example of conjugal affeftion. It is, how-

ever, to be hoped, that the affli&ions of the one life may
be amply recompenfed by their everlafting felicity in the

other. Tranf.

VOL. r. A con-
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contented with our form of government, aft&

are defirous of fetting it in an unfavourable

lio-bt. But if we can boaft of no Platonic re-
o

publics, or Utopian monarchies realized ; who-

ever is fufficiently acquainted with the nature

of human affairs to know how good and evil

compenfate each other; whoever is fenlible

how much a confiderable advantage counter-

balances difadvantages, and is naturally con-

nected with thofe evils; in fhort, whoever has

learned that a ftate of fuffering is the moft which

mortals can propofe to themfelves, however

hope, by a -wife difpoiition of nature, can re-

concile us to futurity, he rruifl, upon a rational

consideration of what we poffefs, and can dif-

penfe' with, allow that we mufl be contented

with our lot. We fhall then ceafe to cite

the divifion of the German ftates into fo

many fmall principalities, as a proof of their

not being able to attain interior flrength and

profperity, nor the weight, and confequence

among the European powers to which another

conftitution might entitle them.

Leaving
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Leaving this cenfure in its full force, I think

We may, with good grounds, value the ad-

Vanta^es of our constitution far above its full
D

effects, or rather reckon ourfelves in debt to

the latter for thefe advantages.

We muft, if we compare the Situation of

Germany with other nations, confider that

the general profperity of moft of the provinces

fhould, in a monarchical or republican form

of government, be much limited. We muft

alfo confcfs, that a chain of former circum-

ilances, for which our prefent condition is

by no means to be accountable, fhould

have left us, in point of civilization, far be-

hind the fouthern and wcflern parts of Eu-

rope ; and principally the long and bloody

conteft which our anceftors maintained againft

the defpotic entcrprifes of Charles V. and Fer-

dinand II. which might have k^pt back the

German Empire, exhaurlcd to the utmoft de-

gree, for more than a century. But where is

an European country, every phyfical caufe

A a . con-
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confidered, and fubtra&ing all the advantages

of an earlier cultivation, that can be compared

with our Empire upon the whole, in point of

population, in agriculture, and taking advan*-

tage of all the gifts of nature, in the number,

not of great and rich, but of middling, civil-

ized, and induftrious cities ? In moft other

countries little gradation is perceptible between

immoderate riches and oppreffive poverty, the

extremes of luxury and mifery, and the excefe

of refinement or of barbarifm. The number

of thefe gradations, on the contrary, of tingle

men and families, who, comparatively fpeaking,

are in an eafy lituation, and the refources which

^the inhabitants of the German Empire pofTefs

of making their fortune by means of talent, fci-

ence, or ufeful occupation ; or at leaft of gain-

ing a fubfiftence which can fatisfy rational de-

lires, are infinitely greater than in any other

country. If this moderation, which prejudice

rather than reafon often reproaches us with,

confines us within narrow limits in fome arts,

particularly thofe of tafle and refined luxury,

which
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which can only take place in an immenie ca-

pital where national wealth centres ; yet, on

the contrary, to this admirable medium we owe

advantages infinitely more precious ; greater

purity of manners ; and, by the multitude of

well-regulated inftitutions foreducation, fchools,

and feminaries, which are confpicuous in Ger-

many above all other countries, a much greater

number of people in proportion are able to

diftinguifh themfelves by a general diffufion of

knowledge and cultivation.

It muft appear felf-evident to every perfon

that thefe advantages are the natural confe-

quenccs of the fubdivifion and various organ-

ization of the different ftates of Germany.

It is true this organization of the Germanic

body gives it a certain tardinefs in its move-

ments, which, in many particulars, is to its

difadvantage. From this reafon it cannot in-

terfere fo eafily in the tranfaclions of other

powers, make conquefts, or even defend it-

A 3
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itfelf from exterior attacks fo readily as under

another conftitution. But in return,<its exterior

ftrength is fecured ; and alfo this inactivity, by

which the . different ftates depend upon their

common chief, unites them, it is hoped, the

clofer under fo wife and active an Emperor as

Leopold II. and our exterior fecurity is infi-

nitely favourable to the uninterrupted progrefs

of our welfare and improvement. Fortun tely

the French revolution hns fecured lu 4
.jr lotne

centuries, in a quarter whirl) w -as nijC'.-o mofl

dangerous we have no more a Lour XIV. to

apprehend ; the French -nation, in their new

conftitution, can only be improved by ihe per-

petual peace which they have held out to the

world; and which, in my opinion, fhould

render the i4th of July, or rather the i4th of

September, a feftival with all patriotic Ger-

mans*. If anything can difturb our confti-

* The world has fmce received but too convincing proofs
how much. the author has been deceived in his conjectures.
All the boafted victories of Louis XIV. during half a cen-

tury were infinitely lefs dcftniaive to the German liberties

than the
progrefs of the French republicans during the pre-

&nt war, in a very fhort period. Tranf.

tution,
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tution, and deprive us of the bleffings of a per-

petual peace, it muft arife from ourfelves. But

in this particular we can the more eafily enfure

its prefent and future fafety, fince there are

great powers in Europe whofe intereft it is to.

fuffer no other to aggrandize itfclf at the ex-

pcnfe pf the German Empire.

Neverthelefs, it cannot be denied that the

advantages which accompany our confutation,

and our diviiion into fmall ftates, are attended,

particularly the latter, befides the inconveniences

before mentioned, with another evil, by which

the difcordance of the different parts would

gradually tend towards the diffolution- of the

whole, if the contrary caufes had not delayed

this decay.

This evil, which is leaft confidered by thofe

who are moil interefied in it, is the great want

of national
fpirit, which is viiibly difplaycd

among all people who arc placed under one

fcrm of government, whether monarchical or

republican^
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republican, who have common interefts, and

are united under one head. The reproaches

which foreigners make us upon this fubject are

but too well grounded. Whoever travels

through the Empire finds, indeed, Auftrians,

Prufuans, Saxons, Palatines, Bavarians, Wir-

tembergers, &c. with fome hundreds of lefs

important appellations, but no GERMAN ; and

he in vain looks for that GERMANY of which

the Emperor is fovereign. Each of thefe par-

ticular itates has its peculiar interests uncon-

nected with the reft. It is not then furprifing,

if indifference towards univerfal national inte-

refts, towards whatever could promote univer-

fal profperity, ihould ftrike the flranger as a

characleriftic of the Germans, and make us lofe

infinitely in his opinion the value which, did

we properly refpect ourfelves, would make us

furpais any nation in the univerfe !

This is not, however, the proper place to

examine how far the immediate flates of the

Empire, as the conftitutional reprefentatives of

the
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the nation, have in their hands the power to

remedy thofe abufes. But when, as I think,

we conlider ieveral national inftitutions which

could be employed with advantage towards this

ialutary purpofe, this mean, which alone the

union of the entire nation is requifite to pro-

duce, will be perceived to increafe daily in its

progrefs. That its force and its effecl: is purely

moral, diminifhes its influence the lefs while it

affects the head and heart, and attains its ends

flower and more imperceptibly, but with greater

certainty, ilrength, and durability.

What then is this mean ? It is, in a word,

the influence of writers who, by their genius,

energy of mind, eloquence, and reprefentation

of things, can make a lively impreflion upon

the imagination of mankind. They are, in a

manner, the men of Germany ; they are univer-

fally read, their writings penetrate even to the

fmalleft towns, and light already begins to

appear in places which twenty-five years ago

lay in the utmoft darknefo If thefe are ani-

mated
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mated by a genuine patriotifm, if they are lea

by an enlightened valuation of the advantages

of our conftitution, and glow with a pure ar-

dour for the common good, it is moft certain

that their continued efforts muft fucceed in

kindling the holy flame of love for their country

in every German heartland awake this common

fentiment, which alone is capable of uniting

in one body the Empire now divided by fo

many names, dialects, manners of living, and

political conftitutions, and to infpire this con-

tradictory fyftem with fentiments worthy of a

great, noble, brave, and enlightened people.

To attain this end, if I am not much mif-

taken, nothing can be more effectual than the

edification produced by our national hiflory, of

which I have already fpoken. Materials are

as little wanting from German virtues, iince

the earliefl ages, as from any other people :

and it is now time to turn this treafure to a

proper advantage.

Under
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Under this view the dramatic form is the

tseft, perhaps, with which fuch hiiloric fcenes of

our literature can he enriched. What a noble

gallery might be formed from the pictures which

our hiftory produces lince the time of Charle-

magne, if treated by a maftcrly hand !

The famous Maryborough was not afliamcd

to confefs that he had derived all his knowledge

of the Britifh hiftory from Shakefpeare's plays.

A fimilar acknowledgment might be made to-

wards our hiftory without offending the pre-

cious works of our diplomatic, critical, and fy-

tematic hiftorical writers. The former could fuit

every clafs and degree of readers, and equally

produce the abolition of old prejudices, deftroy

the remains of an unfortunate party fpirit, pro-

mote evident views of the nature of our confti-

tution, and of its influence upon the character

and circumftances of the times; and while they

infpire us with a lively participation of the mofl

famous epochas, the moft celebrated characters,

and the moft important events of the nation,

how
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how can they fail in the noble purpofe of pro-

moting an univerfal patriotifm, which feels for

the fame or the ignominy, the profperity or the

adverlity of the nation, and which is concerned

in the laudable prefervation and improvement

of our fortunate conftitution !

Finding myfelf, at the conclulion of this fub-

jc6l, at the place of my commencement, no-

thing remains but to accompany my excellent

friend in his hiitoric career with my beft and

warmeft wifhes.

WIELAND.
WEIMAR,

ORolter lotfr, 1791.



TABLE OF CONTENTS,

VOLUME THE FIRST.

BOOK I.

INTRODUCTION. State of tie Empire.

Religious Parlies. State of Auftr'ui. Of Bo-

hemia. Rdigiwn DiJfenJ:<ms. The Ekflor of

(oJogn embraces tie Protejlant Faith. Con-

fequences. The Eleflor Palatine. Difpute

about tie SucceJJion of Juliers. Defigns of

Henry IV. of France. Union and League.

Death of tie Emperor. 'Troubles m Bohemia.

Civil War. The Eleftor "Palatine chofen

King by the Bohemians. Betihn Gabor, Prince

of Tranfyhama^ invades Aujlria. Battle of

Prague. Total Su!j<:tfion of Bohemia^

Page i to 158.

BOOK



OF 'CONTENTS.

.

BOOK II.

State of ike Empire. Of Europe* Mansfeld.*

Chriflian Duke ofBrunfwic. Wallenjlem raifes

an Imperial Army at his own Expenfe. The

King of Denmark defeated. Edi<3 of Rejlitu-

tion in 1628. Diet at Rati/bon. Negotia-

tions. Wallenjiein deprived of the Command,

' Luxury of his private Life. Gujlavus Adol-

phus. Swedi/h Army. He takes his Leave of

the States at Stockholm. Invafion of the

Swedes. Their Progrefs in Germany. Tilly.

Treaty with France.- Congrefs at Leipzig.

Siege and cruel Fate of Magdeburg. Firm-

nefs of the Lamigrave of CaJJel. Battle at

Leipzig, Conferences of that Fiflory.

Page 139 to the end,

HISTORY



HISTORY
OF THE

THIRTY YEARS WAR,

BOOK I.

OINCE the commencement of the religious

difputes in Germany, there was fcarcely any
event of importance in which the Reformation

had not the principal fhare. Every circumftance

during this period, if not immediately arifing

from the Reformation, is more or lefs connected

with it ; and all Hates, of whatever limits or

importance, have more or lefs experienced its

influence.

The Houfe of Auftria levelled almoft the en-

tire force of its political ftrength againft the new

doclrines and their adherents. The Reformation

had kindled the flames of civil war in France,

and, during four boiflerous adminiftrations, re-

duced that kingdom to the lad extremity, in-

VOT. i. JB troduced
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troduced foreign troops, and rendered it, during

half a century, a fcene of the moft melancholy
devaftation. It was the Reformation which ren-

dered the Spanifh yoke infupportable in the

Netherlands, excited among that people the

courage to affert their independence, and prin-

cipally afforded them ftrength for that under-

taking. All the defigns of Philip II. againft

Elizabeth queen of England* arofe from his

deiire of revenge againft her for having taken

under her protection his Protefiant fubjecls, and

put herielf at the head of a religious party which

he laboured to annihilate. The divifion of the

church in Germany was, fucceeded by a laiting

political one, which rendered the Empire a fcene

ofthe greateft confufion for more than a century,

but which alfo creeled an effectual barrier to op-

preffion. It was the Reformat!on which firft drew

the northern powers, Sweden and Denmark,
into the political fyftem of Europe ; the aflirl:-

ance of thofe two kingdoms having become

jndifpenfably ncceffary to the Proteflant powers.

States which hitherto were fcarcely known, be-

gan, by means ofthe Reformation, to unite thcm-

felves by a fympathy in politics : and accord-

ing as citizens among themfelves, and princes

among their fubjeds, began to affume the

appearance of oppoiition, entire kingdoms
were
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were oppofed to each other in fituations hither-

to unknown to them; and thus, by the extra-

ordinary nature of circumftanees, the union of

flates was produced by their religious duTen-

fions.

The confequcnces of thofe dhTenfions were

defiruclive and dreadful before this univerfal

political fympathy was effected. A thirty years

war, which from the interior of Bohemia to

the mouth of the Scheld, from the banks of the

Po to the coafts of the Baltic, dcfolated coun-

tries, deflroyed the harvetls, and laid towns

and villages in afhes : a war in which above

three hundred thoufand combatants facrificed

their lives, extinguifhed during half a century

the riling progreis of civilization in Germany,
and reduced the improving manners of the

people to their ancient barbarifm.

Europe found itfelf, however, at the conclu-

lion of this war, free and independent, after

having for the rirft time erected a balance of

power ; and that admirable inftitution, which

is certainly owing to this war, may ferve with

the philanthropilt as a fufficient atonement for

the mifcries which it occalioned. The hand of

induflry has gradually effaced its ravages,

B 2 while
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while its benign influence ftill furvives; and

the war which arofe from the troubles of Bohe-

mia, terminated in a peace which is ftill gua-

ranteed by the balance of power that it produ-

ced : and thus, while the flames of devaftation

from the interior of Bohemia, Moravia, and

Auftria, found means to extend themfelves

to Germany and France, the influence of the

civilization of the latter countries has been ex-

tended to other nations.

Religion was the original caufe of thofe

events ; the poffibility of circumftances was

owing to it alone : but it was by no means the

Jole motive of the war. Had not private inter-

efts and ftate prejudices been clofely connected
. KT .- - -- / j

with it, neither the arguments of theologians,

the voice of the people, nor the Protcilant

doclrines, .could ever have found f^cli nume-

rous and obftinate champions. The Reforma-

tion was doubtlefs occasioned by the invincible

force of truth, and by opinions held for fuch.

The abufes of the old church, the diflblute

lives of many of its clergy, and the rapacity of

its pretenlions, muft naturally have excited a

difguft which tended to render a reformation in

religion highly popular. The pleafures of in-

dependence, the riches of ecclefiaflical inftitu-

tions,
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lions, gave charms to a reformation in the eyes

of princes, which heightened their inward con-

viction of its other benefits. But political con-

fideratk.ns alone were lutlicient to compel them,

to efpoufe it. Had not Charles V. in the intoxi-

cation of fuccefs, made an attempt on the inde-

pendence of the German princes, a Proteftant

league would have with difficulty taken up arms

in defence of the faith ;
without the ambition of

ihe Guifes, the Calvinifis of France could never

have fl und at their head a Conde or aColigny ;

without the impofition of the tenth or twentieth

penny, never had the fee of Rome loft th Uni-

ted Netherlands. Princes contended for ielf-de-

fenee or aggrandizement, while enthufiafm re-

cruited their armies, and opened to them, the

treafures of their fubjecls ; fuch as did not fol-

low their flandards from mercenary motives,

imagined that they Ihed their blood for their

religion, though it was in reality for the interefi

of their
princes.

It was happy for the people, that upon this

occalion their intereils were united with thofe of

their rulers ; to this chrcumftanee alone they
were indebted for their deliverance from popery.
It \yas allb a fortunate circumftance for princes,

that the fubjetSr, while combating for their in-

B 3 tereftSj
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terefts, alfo promoted his own. During that

age no fovereign in. Europe reigned with a

power fo abfolute as to enable him to contra-

dict the opinion of his fubjects in -the purfuit

of his interefts, and it was extremely difficult

to gain their affections. The moll effectual

reafons of ilate have little effect upon the minds

of the vulgar, who fcldom underitand, and

are flill more rarely interefted in them ; in fuch

circumftances a prudent prince can only unite

the intereft of the cabinet with that of his fub-

jecls, or at leail colour it with that pretext.

Such, however, were the circumftances in

which the princes concerned in the Reformation

found themfelves. By a peculiar chain of

events, the diviiion of the church was united

wiih two circumilances, without which the

conotation would have been wholly different ;

the increafe of power of the Houfe of Auftria,

and its active zeal for the old religion. The
one aroufed the princes, and the other armed

the people.

The abolition of a foreign tribunal in their

own territories, the fupreme power in eccleii-

aftical matters, the abolition of fending money
to Rome, and the ample treafurcs of the church,

i afforded
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afforded tempting advantages to every fove-

reign ; and it appears at firit view ftrange why
they were not equally fo to the princes of the

Honfc of Atiftria. Wliat fhould have prevent-

ed that Houfe, particularly its German line,

from liftening to the voice of a number of its

fnbjecls, and aggrandizing itfelf, after the ex-

ample of others, at the expenfe of a defencclefs

clergy : It is difficult to imagine that thecon-

viclion of the infallibility of the church of Rome
had a greater effect in producing the jfteady

perfeverance of this Houfe, than the opposite

pcrfuafion had upon the Proteftant princes. But

fevcral circumftances combined to incline the

Houfe of Auftria to fupport popery ; Spain and

Italy, from whence the power of Auftria derived

its principal fupporr, yielded to Rome that

blind obedience which had diftinguifhed the

Spaniards lince the Gothic ages. The fmalleil

inclination to the obnoxious tenets of Luther

and Calvin would have irrecoverably loft to

the government of Spain the attachment of its

fubjecls. A Spanifh king had no alternative

between abdication and orthodoxy. He labour-

ed under fimilar difficulties in his Italian domi-

nions, where he was obliged to treat his fub-

jecls with ftill greater indulgence, as they were

not only more impatient of a foreign yoke, but

B 4 alfo
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alfo porTeffed eaiier means of trowing it off.

To this were added the claims of France on

thofe countries, and the near relidence of the

Pope ; motives fufficient to prevent him from,

declaring himfelf for a party which proferTed

the annihilation of popery, arid which bound

him to exert himfelf with the moft active zea^

for the old religion. Thefe general views by

which the Spanilh monarchy was influenced,

were fttll further ftrengthened by particular

ones. Charles V. had in Italy a dangerous

rival in the king of France, when that country

threw itfelf under the latter's protection, while

Charles had rendered himfelfiiifpecled of herefy.

From iimilar circumftances a rupture with the

church would now be entirely difadvantageous.

When Charles had his choice of either rt ligion,

the new as yet had not acquired fuch great in-

fluence, and there was ft ill a profpect of its

reconciliation with the old. During the adini-

niftration of his fon and fuccefibr, Philip II. a

rnonaftic education united with a gloomy def-

potic difpofition to render that prince a deter-

mined enemy of all innovations in the faith;

prejudices which the circumftances of his moft

formidable political enemy, being alfo the ene-

my of his religion, were not calculated to

weaken ; as his widely fpread European terri-

toijies
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tories lay open to the influence of foreign opi-

nions, the progrefs of the Reformation would

not be an object of indifference to him ; and

his immediate interests required a clofe attach-

ment to the old faith, in order to check the new

herefy. Affairs naturally placed this prince at

the head of the league which the Catholics

formed againil tae adherents of the new doc-

trines. Ti:c maxims which were adopted during
the adive reigns of Charles V. and Philip II.

remained in force during that of their fuccef-

fors ; and in proportion as the divifion of the

church augmented, the attachment of Spain
was mcreafed for the old religion.

The German line of the Houfc of Auftria

appeared to be more free ; but though many
of thofe obflacles were removed, it was fiill

bound by others. The poffeffion of the Impe-
rial throne by a heretic was impoffible, (for

how could an ;;poftate from the church poffefs

that dignity ?) and bound the fucceffors of

Ferdinand I. to popery. Ferdinand himfelf

was confcientioufly attached to the church ; the

German princes of the Houfe of Auftria were

betides not Sufficiently powerful todifpenfe with

the afliftance of Spain, from all hope of which

they excluded thetnfelves by favouring the new

doclrines :
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doctrines : beiidcs, their dignity required them

to maintain the political fyfiem of the Empire,
that confirmed their own power, which the

Proteltants endeavoured to abridged If, belides,

we consider the coldnefs of the Proteftants

towards the wants of the Emperor, and towards

the common dangers of the Empire, their exor-

bitant ufurpations on the temporalities of the

church, and their violence when they felt their

own itrength, we can ealily perceive the grounds

upon which the Emperor was attached to pope-

ry, and the motives on which he united his

own intereits with thofe of the Catholic reli-

gion. As the fate of this religion was deter-

mined perhaps by the divifion of Auftria, all

Europe regarded the princes of that Houie as

the pillars of popery ; the hatred of the Proteft-

ants againft the latter was univerfally turned

to Auftria, and the -Cauie was gradually con-

founded with the* protector. Every warlike

preparation of Spain or the Emperor was for

the deftraction of the Proteftants ; every cam-

paign againft theie two powers was a war

againit monkery and the inqniiition.

But by this very Houfe of Auflria, the inve-

terate enemy of the Reformation, were the liber-

ties of Europe expoied to no fmall danger by
its
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its ambitious prop -Is, particularly the German

Hates. The latter mail by tins have been

aroufed from their fccurity, and rendered atten-

tive to their felf-defence ; their ordinary re-

fources would never have enabled them to refift

fo formidable a power ; extraordinary exertions

mull be required from their fubjects ; and even

thofenot being fufficicnt, they were conftrained

to have recourfe to foreign powers, and, by a

confederacy among tliemfelves, oppofe a power
which they were iingly unable to reiiit.

But the flrongeft political confiderations

which the fovereigns had to oppofe to the pre-

teniions of Auftria were not extended to the

people ; the people are animated only by imme-

diate advantages or immediate evils, and a

found policy can never reckon upon thefe. It

would alfo have been ill with thofe princes, if

another powerful motive had" not offered itfelf,

which excited the paffions of the people, and

infpired them with an enthuliafm which direct-

ed itfelf again ft their political danger connected

with it. This motive was the declared hatred

againft the religion which Auflria protected,

and the enthufiaftic admiration of a doctrine

which that Houfe by fire and fword endeavour-

ed to extirpate. This attachment was ardent,

that
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that hatred invincible. Enthufiafm fears diftant

calamities, and fanaticifm never calculates its

facrifices ; the molt preffing dangers of the

ft ate were not fo powerful in exciting the peo-

ple to aclion as religious prejudices : few would

have voluntarily taken up arms for the interefts

of the prince or the flate ; but for religion, the

merchant, the farmer, the artifan, readily

armed themfelves : while they would have mur-

mured againrT the fmallefl exfraorJhiary impo-
iitions for the prince or the ftate, they readily

embarked their lives and fortunes in the eaufe

of religion. The treafures and armies of princes

were immenfely augmented ; and in the fer-

ment excited by the dangers to which religion

was expofed, no burden was felt by the fubjecl,

who in cooler moments would have funk under

its weight. The terrors of the Spanifh inquifi-

tion and of Bartholomew's night, procured for

the Prince of Orange, the Admiral Coligny, the

Britifh Queen Elizabeth, and the Proteftant

Princes of Germany, refonrces among their

fubjecls which are. inconceivable.

With all poilible exertions they would, how-

ever, have effected little againft a power which

was alone an overmatch for the moft powerful

prince. At that period an imperfecl policy

only
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only induced diftant ftates to their mutual fuc-

cour ; the diverfity of government, laws, lan-

guage, manners, and national character, which

divided ihc one nation from the other, rendered

them infenfible to their mutual diftrefTes when

they were not excited by a protpecl of indem-

nification at the expenfe of their enemy ; the

Reformation heightened their bond of union ;

a more lively intereft than national prejudices

or patriotifm appeared, independently of indivi-

dual interefls, to actuate the people. Thefe

interefts were capable of binding the molt dif-

tant ftates, though they fometimes loft their force

among the fubjecls of the fame country. The

French Calvinift poffeflcd with the reformed

inhabitant of Geneva, of England, Germany,
or Holland, a rallying point which he had not

with his own Catholic fellow-citizen. The good
fortune of the Flemifh arms, borne for liberty,

afforded them greater pleafure than the triumph
of their own fovereign in the caule of popery.

In confequence, the citizen ceafed in a very

important particular to confine his views entire-

ly to his own country ; his views were extend-

ed, and from the dcftiny in foreign regions of

his religion he began to calculate his own. At

this period, for the firfl time, princes were

enabled to bring foreign politics before their

aflembly
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afTembly of ftates, and hope for a fpeedy afil fi-

ance. The Palatine relinquishes his native

country to affift his French religious afTociate ;

the French fubjecl: draws his fword againft his

country, and flies to the affiftance of Holland's

freedom ;
Swiis is now fecn againft Swifs,

German againft German ; and the fucceffion of

France is decided on the banks of the Seine

and Loire ; the Dane croffes the Eidu, the

Swede the Baltic, to break the chains whiclr

were forged for Germany.

The interefts of religion firft introduced this

fympathy among ftates, but their effecls were

ipeedily converted to politics ; the union which

iecured them againft religious, alfo fecured

them againft political oppreffion ; the princes

poflefTed refources for their felf-defence by thefd

means, even independent of the people. While

an armed power defended toleration in Ger-

many, a German Emperor could not infringe

the conftitution, nor opprefs the ftates of the

Empire : while the fame power protected the

conftitution, toleration remained unmoleited.

The views of the fubjecl: coincided with thofe

of the people under thofe circumftances.

It
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It is difficult to fay what the fate of the Re-

formation and of Germany would hare been*

had not the formidable power of Auftria de-

clared againli them. It appears however cer-

tain, that nothing prevented the Auftrian princes

from attaining univerfal monarchy fo much as

the obftinatc war which they waged with the

new religious doclrines. Under no other cir-

cumftances could the weaker princes excite

their fubjects to fuch efforts to withftand the

Auflrian power, or the ftates unite among
themfelves.

The Auilrian power was never greater than

after the victory which Charles V. obtained

over the Germans at Muehlbcrg. By the treaty

of Smalkalde the German liberties appeared
ruined ; but they revived in Maurice of Saxony,
their once dangerous enemy. All the fruits of

the viclory at Muehlberg terminated in the

congrefs at Paflau and the alterably of Augf-

burg ; and every fchcmo for religious and civil

oppreffion ended in a favourable peace.

Germany, by the afibmbly of Augfburg, was

divided into two civil and religious parties :

until then the Proteftants were regarded as

Criminal defertcrs, but now they were treated

a*
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as brothers, though more from fear than affec-

tion. The confefiion of Augfburg was now

permitted to rival the Catholic religion, but

Hill only as a tolerated neighbour ; each ftate

had the privilege of eftablifhing any religion, to

the exclufion of every other in its territories;

every fubjecl was permitted to leave a terr'f >ry

where his religion was not tolerated. From

this period the doctrines of Luther received a

pofitive ianclion, and, though prohibited in

Auflria and Bavaria, they triumphed in Saxony
and Thuringia. The fovereigns alone poflefTed

the choice of a religion ; no provilion was

made for the fubjeft, who in this diet had

no reprefentative ; in eccle'~n fi'cal territories

alone the Catholic and the Proteftant fubjecl

was allowed the free exercife of his religion ;

yet this indulgence was only upon the perfonal

affurance of Ferdinand, King of the Romans,
who effeded this peace; an aflurance which,

however, the Catholic powers formally contra-

dicted in the treaty, and which, of courfe, was

not fan6tioncd as a law.

Did their diviiions exift only in opinion, they
would be regarded with indifference ; but on

thofe opinions depended riches, rank, and

rights, a circumftance which rendered the

breach
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breach irreparable ; brothers who had hitherto

lived in amity, now divided the paternal houfe ;

the father could not have provided for this un-

forcfeen reparation. From the benevolence of

their anceftors, the riches of the church had

been augmented during a thoufand years, and

nnceflors belonged to the dead as well as the

living. Was the right of inheritance attached to

the paternal houfc, or to blood ? The Catholic

church awarded it to the firft-born, becaufe

then the only fon. But it might be queftioned

\vhether the Catholic church could eftablifh the

right of primogeniture as among noble families,

or whether one party was to be favoured becaufe

no other was as yet oppofed to it ? It might

alfo be queftioned' whether the Catholics were

entitled to exclude the Proteftants from the

enjoyment of poffeffions, becaufe the latter did

not exift at their infiitution ? Both parties have

long difputed, and ftill difpute, upon thele fub-

jeds with plaufible arguments ; both have

found it equally difficult to eftablifh the juftice

of their caufe upon rational grounds ; and to

thofe religious foundations do not perhaps

belong, efpecially, fuch as are dogmatically

grounded : a perpetual gift can fcarce be made

by a changeable opinion.

YOL. r. c What
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What cannot be decided by equity, is decid-

ed by flrength, as was the cafe in the prefent

inftance ; the one part maintained what it

could not be deprived of, the other defended

what remained to it; all the bifhoprics and

abbies which had been fecularizcd previous to

the peace remained with the Proteftants, but

ihe Catholics provided againir any being after-

wards fecularized. Every pofTeffor of an eccle-

liaftical foundation which was fubject to the

Catholics, forfeited his benefice and dignity

upon his embracing the Proteflant faith ; he

was immediately upon that event obliged to

abandon his poffemons, and the chapter pro-

ceeded to a new election, as if he had vacated

by death. The Catholic church in Germany is

fiill faftened to this facred anchor of fpiritual

referve, which makes the temporal exiflence of

a Catholic prince depend entirely on his adher-

ence to his. religion ; and it muft be acknow^

Jedged that, without this anchor, the ftate of

that religion would be very precarious. The
ecclefiaitical referve met with a violent oppoli-
tion from the Proteftants ; and though inferted

in the treaty of peace, it was exprefsly mention-

ed that both parties had not fettled on this point.

Did it bind the Proteftants more than the aflur-

tnce of Ferdinand to tolerate the reformed re -

ligion,
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ligion, did the Catholics ? Thus two radical

points of the treaty remained undecided, and

by this means the war was renewed.

Such was the ftate of toleration and of eccle-

fiaftical benefices ; it was the fame with rights

and dignities. The government of the Empire
accounted only for one religion, becaufe one

mily had originally exifted : the church had

divided and the diet feparated into two parties,

and yet the fame government would acknow-

ledge but one religion. All the Emperors were

hitherto of the Romifh church, becaufe no

other religion had exifted; but did the con-

nexion with Rome depend upon the Em-

peror, or the Empire, which he reprefented ?

The "Proteftant party allb belonged to the Em-

pire, and ho\v could they be properly repre-

fciitcd by a fucceffion of Catholic Emperors ?

The fupreme tribunal was compofed of the

German liates, who were their own judges; and

its inftitution required it to difpenfe equal juf-

Jice to all : could this inftitution be maintained

if both parties were not admitted to fhare in

it ? That the Catholic religion alone exifted

at the period of this inftitution, was merely acci-

dental. To prevent any one eftate from

opprefiing another \vas the original deilgn of it ;

c 2 but
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but this defign is violated when one religious

party is fuffered to prefcribe laws for the other.

Muft the original intention be abandoned be-

caufe accident had changed circumftances ?

Finally, with great difficulty the Proteftants

procured a feat in the fupreme council, but

ftill could not obtain an equal number of

voices. No Proteitant prince has hitherto

mounted the Imperial throne.

With regard to the equality which fhould

have been inflituted at the peace of Auglburg
between both religions, the Catholic ftill main-

tained the advantage ; all the Lutherans ob-

tained was toleration ; the Catholics even made

this facrifice more from ncceffity than jufiice;

there was as yet no peace between two equal

powers, only a truce between the fovereign and

unconquered rebels ; and this opinion feemed

to regulate the proceedings of the Catholics

againft the Proteftants. It was ftill a great

crime to go over to the Proteftant religion,

while fo great a forfeiture was impofed by the

Spiritual referve upon fuch Catholic princes

as abandoned their faith. Even in fucceeding

periods the Catholic church preferred rilking

the lofs of every thing by force rather than

yield the fmalleft matter voluntarily to juftice ;

there
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there was yet a hope of regaining their former

authority, and its lots wasftill regarded as acci-

dental. But an abandoned pretenfion, a right

formerly yielded to the Protcftants, wounded

the Catholic church in its moft tender point,

its infallibility, which fuffers no other religion.

Even the religious peace did not abolifh thefe

ientiments ; concefiions were not upon that

occalion made unconditionally to the Protefl-

ants ; affairs were only to remain as they

were until the next general council, which

was to be employed in effecting a reconcili-

ation between both religions. It was only in

cafe this laft defign did not fuccced, that the

religious treaty was to be confidered as valid;

and notwithstanding the improbability of fuch

a reconciliation, which the Catholics themfclves

could fcarcely hope for, they looked upon it

as an advantage to have thrown obftacles in the

way of this peace.

Thus the religious peace, which fhould have;

cxtinguifhed the flame of civil war, was only

a temporary truce, a work offeree and neceflity,

dictated neither by jutl ideas of religion or

toleration. A peace of the latter fort the

Catholics were unable to grant, and it muft

alfo be confefled it was fuch a one as the Pro-

c 3 tenants
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teftants did not yet fully comprehend. So far

from difplayingany moderation to the Catholics,

they even oppreffed the Calvinifts when in their

power ; but the latter fcarce merited a tolerance

which they were not themfelves difpofed to

praclife. Matters were not as yet prepared for

a complete religious peace. Was it poffible to

require from others what they could not fuffer

themfelves to grant ? What either party loft or

gained by the treaty of Augfburg, they might
afcribe to force, and the accidental iituation in

which both flood at its conclulion. What was

obtained by force muft be maintained by it.

In order to preferve the peace, the ftrength of

both parties muft have remained unimpaired.
With fvvord in hand the boundaries of both

churches were traced, and with that weapon

they muft be guarded, or unfortunate it was

for the party fooneft difarmed ; a doubtful, me-

lancholy profpecl: for the tranquillity of Ger-

many, which the peace itfelf endangered !

A momentary tranquillity now took place in

this Empire, and a temporary concord feemed

to heal its divifions and reftore the public good.

But thofe diviiions were radical, and to reftore

the original harmony was almoft impoflible.

Notwithstanding the exaclnels with which the

peace
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peace defined the boundaries of both parties,

pretexts were not wanting to evade them. In

the midft of hoftilities a fudden reflation of

arms had covered the flames of war, but not

extinguifhcd them ; and both parties Hill main-

tained their pretenlions. The Catholics ima-

gined they had loft too much, the Proteftants

thought they had gained too little; and both

endeavoured to put a coait ruction on the peace-

calculated to favour their reipective prejudices.

The feizure of the ecclefiaftical benefices,

the mighty motive which induced the Proteft-

ant princes to embrace Luther's doctrines, was

equally ftrong after the peace as it had been

previous to it, and fuch as was not already in

their pofleffion muft Ipeedily yield to them.

All the north of Germany was already fecula-

rized ; and the violent refiftance of the Catho-

lics, who retained the advantage in Upper Ger-

many, alone prevented that part of the Empire

from following its example. Each party exer-

cifed oppreflion where it prevailed; the eccle-

liaftical princes efpecially, the moft defencelefs

part of the Empire, were particularly anxious

concerning the aggrandizement of their Pro-

teftant neighbours ; fuch as were too weak to

repel force by force, had recourfe to juftice ;

c 4 and
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and the complaints made againft the rapacity

of the Proteftant; were numerous before the

council of the Empire, which was very liberal

in its decrees again ft them, but which not

being enforced, were of no avail. The peace,

which yielded religious toleration, had provided

for the fubjedr. by leaving him in quiet poffef-

fion of the country in which he profeffed his

religion. But for the violence which the prince

cxercifed againft any of his obnoxious fubjecls,

for the numerous vexations which were praclif-

ed upon fuch as delired to emigrate, for fnares

artfully laid, in which malice was combined

with power, the dead letter of this peace afford-

ed no effectual remedy.

The Catholic fubjecls of Proteftant princes

complained loudly of violations of the religious

peace ; the Proteftants were ftill louder in ex-

claiming againft the oppreffions to which they

were expofed under their Catholic fuperiors.

Every incident was embittered by the difputes

and animolities of theologians, which of how-

ever little confequence in themfelves, yet ferved

to inflame the minds of the people. It would

have been fortunate had they confined their

mutual rage among themfelves, without com-

municating it to their fellow-citizens.

The
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The unanimity of the Proteftants would have

been the means of preferring an equal balance

between both parties, and thereby prolonging

the peace; but. to increafe the general confu-

fion, their union was but of fhort duration,

The doctrines preached by Zwingle in Zurich,

and Calvin in Geneva, began to fpread with

rapidity in Germany, and to divide the Pro-

teftants into two parties, and they foon were

to be recognized by no other limilitude than

their mutual hatred againft popery. The Pro-

teftants of this period no longer refembled thofc

who fifty years before had eftablifhed their

confeffion ; and the caufe of this circumftance

is owing to that confeffion itfelf. By confining

the Proteflant faith within certain limits before

the general fpirit of inquiry had fatiatcd itfelf,

it deprived the Proteftants of many of the ad-

vantages which they promifed themfelves by

renouncing popery. Complaints againfl the

Romifli hierarchy and the abufes of that church,

a rooted difapprobation of its doctrines, might

have been fufficient to have afforded a point

of union to the Proteflants; but they fought

this rallying point in a creed entirely new, in

which they concentred the diflinctions, the

advantages, and the exiftence of their church,

to this transferred the convention which

they
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they had formed with the Catholics. They
were interested in the peace merely as par-

tifans of the confeffion ; all the benefits of

the peace were fhared by the immediate fol-

lowers of that confeffion : but whatever might
be the event, it muft be equally to the difad-

vantage of thofe followers. Were the ftatutes

of the confeffion rigidly adhered to, the fpirit of

inquiry was effectually fuppreffed, and the rally-

ing point was loft if they fhould difpute concern-

ing formalities. Unfortunately, both thofe events

took'place, and their evil confequences became

manifeft ; one party fledfaftly adhered to the

original confeffion ; and if the Calvinifts aban-

doned it, it was only to confine themfelves

with equal rigidnefs to a new religious fyftem,

A more plaufible pretext the Proteftants

could not have afforded their common enemj*,

than this difunion among themfelves ; nor

could they have exhibited to them a more

plealing fpeclacle than the animofity with which

they alternately perfecuted each other. Whx>
could condemn the Catholics for throwing a

ridicule upon the effrontery with which the

Reformers propagated the new religion, when
Proteftants turned their own weapons againft

each other ? nor can they be reafonably con-

demne<4



THIRTY YEARS WAR. ft7

demned if, amid this contradiction of opinions,

they fledfaftly adhered to the authority of their

church, which was fanclioned by fuperior anti-

quity, and more generally diffufed.

By thofe divifions the Proteftants were

brought into entire confufion. The peace was

properly extended only to the adherents of the

confeffion, and the Catholics now demanded

from them a declaration concerning the fenti-

ments of the other Proteftants. The Lutherans

could not admit thofe of the reformed religion

into their communion without offending their

confcience ; they could not exclude them from

it without converting a ufeful ally into a dan-

gerous enemy. By their unfortunate divilion

the intrigues of the Jefuits were enabled to cre-

ate jealoulies between both parties, and difturb

their meafures. Through the double dread of

the Catholics and their own Proteftant oppo-

nents, the Proteftants loft irrecoverably the

ppportunity of eftablifhing their own church

upon an equal footing with the Catholic. All

thofe difficulties would have been avoided, and

they might with fafety have fcparated from the

church of Rome, had they placed their rallying

point at a greater diftance from popery, and

pot in the confeflion of Auglburg.
But
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But however divided they were in other mat-

ters, they generally agreed that their fecurity,

which was owing to a juft balance ofpower, muft

be maintained by that balance. The continual

reforms of the one party, and the oppofition of

the other, rendered both vigilant, and the ob-

fervance of the religious treaty was an object of

perpetual difpute. While the one party de-

fended their own innovations, under pretext

of maintaining the treaty, they would admit

of no indulgence towards their opponents. All

the meafures of the Catholics had not a tend-

ency to violence, as was alleged by the oppofite

party : many of their aclions were committed

in felf-defence. The Proteflants had fhown in

a very unequivocal manner what the Catholics

had to expecl:, if they fhould have the misfor-

tune to become the weaker party. The defire of

the Proteftants to pofTefs themfelves of the pro-

perty of the church left their antagonifts no

hope of indulgence, magnanimity, or tolera-

tion.

But the Proteftants were alfo pardonable in

placing no confidence in the Catholics. By the

perfidious and barbarous ufage of the Proteft-

ants in Spain, France, and the Netherlands,

by the fhameful evasions of the Catholic princes,

who
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who fuffered themfelves to be releafed by the

Pope from the molt facrcd oaths, and by that

deteftdble principle, that no faith was to be

kept with heretics, the Catholic church had

forfeited, in the eyes of all men of probity, every

preteniion to honour. No afiurance, no oath,

however facred, from a Pa pill, could fatisfy a

Proteflant. How muft a religious treaty be re-

garded, which the Jefuits throughout Germany

reprefented as only a temporary convenience,

which in Rome was folemnly reprobated ? The

general council, referred to at the treaty, had

already been held in Trent, but, as was ex-

pelled, without having effected a reconciliation

between the hoftije religions ; and without

having taken more than one Itep to this pur-

pofe, which was oppofed by the Proteftants.

Thefe were now folemnly excommunicated by
the church, whofe reprefentativcs the council

pretended to be. Could then a profane treaty,

obtained by force of arms, fecure them ? a

treaty which depended upon a condition that

directly oppofed the decilions of the council.

Thus a pretext was not wanting for the Ca-

tholics to infringe the treaty, did they potfbfs

fufficient power. Henceforward alib the Pro-

teftants were protected only by a dread of their

ilrength.

4 Other
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Other circumflances combined to increase

their diftruft. Spain, on which the Catholics

of Germany depended for fupport, was engaged
in a bloody war with the Flemings, which had

drawn the flower of the Spanifh troops to the

borders of the Empire. This army could, in

a fhort time, enter the Empire to ftrike fome

decifive blow. Germany at that period was a

warlike magazine for all the powers of Europe.

The religious war had filled it with foldiers,

who, in peace-time, were without occupation.

So many independent princes could eafily af-

femble armies, and, either from a defire of gain

or fpirit
of party, hire them to foreign powers.

It was with German troops Philip II. waged
war againfl the Flemings, and with troops of

the fame nation that the latter defended them-

fclves. Every fuch levy in Germany was a

matter of alarm to the one party or the other 5

as they might be declined for the oppreffion of

either. A travelling ambaffador, an extraor-

dinary popifh legate, an interview of princes,

an unufual incident, feemed to announce the

ruin of one party or the other. Such was

the lituation of Germany during a. period of

near fifty years : the hand was laid upon the

fword, and the flighted eircumflance gave the

alarm.

The
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The reins of government during this memo-

rable period were held by Ferdinand I. King of

Hungary, and his excellent ion Maximilian If.

With a heart full of candour, with a truly he-

roic patience, had Ferdinand effected the reli-

gious treaty of Augfburg, and beftowed infinite

pains upon the ungrateful taik'of- reconciling

both religions in the council of Trent. Aban-

doned by his nephew Philip of Spain, and at

the fame time preffed by the victorious arms of

the Turks in Tranfylvania, it could not be

expected he entertained any idea of infringing

the treaty, and detiroying the fruits of his own

labours. The great expenies of a Turkifh war,

perpetually renewed, could not be fuftained by
the fparing fupplies of his exhaufted hereditary

dominions. He therefore flood in want of the

ailiiiance of the Empire ; and the religious*

treaty alone ftill maintained the Empire in one

body. His neceffities rendered the Protefiant

as neceflary to him as the Catholic, and re-

quired him to treat both with equal juflice,

which, amid fo many contradictory claims, was

a coloffal undertaking. The event was alfo farO
from anfvvering his expectations. His indulgence

to the Proteftants only ferved to end the war

with' his grandfon, which his death laved him the

mortification of beholding. His foil Maximilian

was
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was not more fortunate, whom the circurrt-

ftances of the times, and a longer life, perhaps,

prevented from eftablifhing the new religion

upon the Imperial throne. The father expe-

rienced the neceffity of indulgence to the Pro-

teftants : neceffity and moderation didtated the

fame to the fon. The grandfon had caufe

to repent for having yielded to neither of thofe

confiderations.

Maximilian left fix fons, of whom the elder,

the Archduke Rodolph, inherited his dominions,

and afcended the Imperial throne : the others

were provided with moderate incomes. A few

territories appertained to the collateral branches

of the houfe under Charles of Styria, their

uncle : and even thefe were united with the

other dominions, under his fon Ferdinand II.

Thefe territories excepted, the whole confider-

able power of the Houfe of Auilria was united

under one head, but unfortunately a weak one.

Rodolph II. was not deilitute of virtues,

which muft have acquired him the eflccm of

mankind, had his lot been a private flation. His

character was mild, and he loved peace and

the fciences, particularly aftronomy, natural

hifiory, and the iiudy of antiquities. To thele

he
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he applied himfclf with a vehement zeal, at a

period when the critical lituation of circum-

flances demanded the utmoft vigilance ; and

while his exhaufted finances required econo-

my, his attention was diverted from ftate

affairs, and he was betrayed into the mod

extravagant profufion. His tafte for aftronomy

degenerated into aftrological reveries, as gene-

rally happens with timid and melancholy difpoli-

tions. This, and a Spanifh education, ren-

dered him attentive to the advice of the Jefuits,

and the perfuafions of the Spanifh court, by
which he was at length entirely ruled. Go-

verned by taftes which little fuited the dignity

of his character, and terrified by ridiculous pro-

phecies, after the Spanifh cuftom, he diflipated

his time before his fubjecls, amid gems and

antiques, in the laboratory, and in the ftables.

While the Empire fell into the moft dangerous

divifions, and the flames of rebellion already

began to fhake-the throne to its centre, all

accefs to his perfon was fo forbidden, that it

was necefTary to be difguifcd as a groom in

order to approach him. The moft important

concerns were neglected : the profpecl: of in-

heriting the crown of Spain was loft by his

hefitating to efpoufe the Infanta Ifabella. The

Empire was threatened with the moft furious

VOL. i. D anarchy,
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anarchy, becaufe, though without heirs himfelf,'

he could not be prevailed upon to elect a king of

the Romans. The Hates of Auftria renounced

their allegiance ; Tranfylvania and Hungary
declared themfelves independent ; an example
which was foon after followed by Bohemia.

The posterity of the once fo formidable

Charles V. lay in danger of having one part of

their dominions wrefted from them by the

Turks, another by the Proteftants, and to link

under a powerful coalition of princes which a

great monarch of Europe had formed againft

them. The events in the interior of Germany
were fuch as ufually occurred when the Impe-
rial throne was either not filled, or filled with-

out dignity. Oppofed or unfupported by the

head of the Empire, its flares, united for their

mutual defence and confederacies, fupplied the

want of Imperial authority. Germany was di-

vided into two leagues, which were oppofed to

each other in arms : Rodolph, a defpicable oppo-
nent of the one, and an impotent protector of

the other, remained inactive between both,

equally incapable of defeating the former, or

commanding the latter. What could the Ger-

man Empire expect from a prince who was not

even capable of maintaining his hereditary do-

minions againft internal enemies ?

To
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To fave the Houfe of Auflria from total dc-

ilruction, this unfortunate Emperor's own fa-

mily rofe againft him ; and a powerful party

was formed under his brother. Driven froiri

his hereditary dominions, nothing remained for

him to lofe but the Imperial dignity, and it

\vas only a timely death that faved him from

this laft difgrace.

It was the evil genius of Germany which at

this critical conjuncture, when only an active

prudence and a more powerful arm could main-

tain the peace of the Empire, gave it a Rodolph
for Emperor. At a more tranquil period the

political fyftem of Germany would have main-

tained itfelf, and Rodolph, like fo many others

of his rank, might have concealed his weaknefs

in a myflerious obfcurity. Germany required

a fovereign who by his own refources could

give weight to his decilions ; and Rodolph's

hereditary dominions, however conliderable,

were now in a fittiation which caufed thegrcatefi

embarrarTment.

The Auftrian princes were Catholics, and

fupporters of popery : but their territories were

by no means generally attached to that religion.

The new doctrines were introduced among
p 2 them,
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them, and having been favoured by Ferdinand's

neceffities and Maximilian's moderation, they

had made a rapid progrefs. The territories of

Auilria bore a refemblance in miniature to the

Empire at large. The great lords and gentry

were moftly Proteftants, and the latter were by
far the mqft numerous in the cities. When

they were able to introduce any of their ad-

herents into the country, all places of trull, and

the magiftracy, were imperceptibly filled with

Prqteftants, and the Catholics excluded from

them. To oppote {he great lords and gentry,

together with the city deputies, the voice of a

few bifhops was too weak, and, by the contempt

and ridicule of the former, prevented them from

appearing in the national diet. Thus were the

whole of the Auftrian dominions gradually ren-

dered Proteftant, and the Reformation made

rapid ftrides to its public eftablifhments. The

prince was dependant upon the ftates, who had

it in their power to refufe or grant him fupplies.

They accordingly profited by the neceffities of

Ferdinand and his fon, to obtain a toleration

from them. At length Maximilian granted to

the great lords and barons the free exercife of

their religion, but confined it to their territories

and caftles. To have conceded a limilar privi-

lege to the cities and market-towns would have

been



THIRTY YEARS WAR. 37

been equivalent to a total abolition of the Ca-

tholic religion : and this Emperor was too much

controlled by Spain and Rome to venture upon
fo important a fiep for the benefit of the Pro-

teftants. By having maintained his authority

agalnft the lower orders of the Proteftants,

and divided them from the nobility, by pre-

ferving popery unimpaired in the cities and

market towns, he hoped to have checked the

future encroachments of the nobles. The blind

enthufiafm of the Proteftant preachers difrcgarded

thefe prudent mcafurcs. Though expreifly for-

bidden, feveral of them publicly preached not

only in market towns, but even in Vienna,

and the people flocked in crowds to hear

thefe difcourfes, which were diftinguifhed

only by the mod outrageous infolence and abu-

five language. The lords and barons threw

open their churches to the multitude, without

attending to the orders of Maximilian, which

reflricled the toleration of religion to themfelves

and their vafTals. By thefe polemical pulpit

arguments fanaticifm was incrcafed, and the

mutual hatred of both churches was empoifoned

.by their intemperate zeal.

In the midft of thefe abufes Maximilian died,

and bequeathed to his fon his territories thus

D 3 torn
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torn by divifions. The Proteftant religion,

though oppreiTed by the laws, was in reality

the reigning one, as it prevailed among the

dates, who prefcribed rules to the fovereign.

It was daily making profelytes, and threatened,

with the affiflance of the other German Pro-

teilants, totally to annihilate the Catholic faith,,

in whofe ruin that of the Houfe of Auflria was

alfo involved. Rodolph now began to oppoie
this impending ftorm, and laboured by Jftra-

tagem as well as force to effect a counter-

reformation. The churches forcibly feized

by the Proteftants were fhut up ; the religious

toleration of the nobility, whenever abufed, was

put under reftrictions ; and the Proteflants were

gradually removed from their offices in the,

country, and replaced by Catholics. The pre-

lates were now encouraged to appear in the

national diet, and the Catholics obtained the

fuperiority. Their diffidence and dread of the

Proteilants were restored, and thinking their

detraction refolved on, their vigilance was awa-

kened, and they began to look around them

for foreign affiftauce. The combuftibles of in-

ward infurrection were prepared, which only
awaited to be kindled into an explofion.

Among
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Among the hereditary dominions of Auilria,

Hungary and Tranfylvania were the moft dif-

ficult to be kept in fubjeclion. The impof-

fibility of maintaining thofe countries againii

the fuperior power of the Turks had already

prevailed upon Ferdinand to adopt the difho*

nourable expedient of fublidizing the Porte to

acknowledge his authority over them : a dan-

gerous confeffion of his weaknefs, and a ftill

more dangerous temptation to the turbulent

nobility to rebel upon every pretext. The

Hungarians had not unconditionally fubmitted

to the Houfe of Auflria. They maintained

the privilege of electing their kings, and firmly

infilled upon all the prerogatives attached to

that right of election. The vicinity of the

Turkifh empire, and the eafe with which they

could change their matters, encouraged the

magnats
* in their prefumption : diflatisfied

with the Auflrian government, they threw

themfelves into the arms of the Turks ; dif-

gufted with this yoke, they returned to their

allegiance under Auftria. But they fuffered

their German mailers to make dear facrifices

for the preference which was given them.

Their frequent and fudden tranfitions from

* The great lords of Hungary are fo called. 7>anf.

D 4 onr
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one government to another had divided their

fentiments : and uncertain how their coun-

try flood lituated between the German and

Ottoman powers, they wavered between apof-

tacy and fubmiffion. The more both coun-

tries felt the misfortune of being fubjecled to

a foreign power, the more they were inclined

to obey a fovereign of their own ; and in fuch

circumftances it was not difficult for an enter-

priling nobleman to gain their confidence. A
rebel againft his fovereign, he hailened by a

politic fubmiffion to aflume a merit with the

oppolite party, and to obtain from it an invef-

titure of the fovereignty. This was readily

granted to him, becaufe what was loft by the

enemy was regarded as an acquilition. With

alacrity the next bafhaw fupported a rebel

againft Auftria, and with equal eagernefs did

Auflria beftow whatever provinces were wrefted

from the Turks, provided a fhadow of autho-

rity was maintained, and they ferved as a bar-

rier againft the Ottoman power. Several of

fuch magnats, Bathori, Bofchkai, Ragoczi, and

Bethlcn, eftabliehed themfelves in Hungary and

Tranfylvania as tributary fovereigns, and ob-

ferved no other policy than that of occasionally

joining the enemy, to render themfelves formi-

dable to their own prince.

Per-
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Ferdinand, Maximilian, and Rodolph, who

were all fovcreigns of Hungary and Tranfyl-

vania, exhaufted the firength of their other

itates to fecure the firft from the irruptions of

the Turks, and interior rebellion. Deftructive

wars were exchanged for fhort truces which

were not much more advantageous : the coun-

try was laid wafte, and the opprciTed fubject:

complained equally of his enemy and his pro-

tector. The Auftrian foldier acted as mafter

in the country which he defended ; his fubfift-

ence, when not voluntarily given him, he ex-

acted by force : he was affifted with reluctance,

and behaved with inference. The negligence

of the Emperor, which left the country defence-

lefs, the mofl important employments vacant,

and the moft preffing remonftrances unan-

fwered, occasioned the loudefl complaints in

thofc as well as in his other territories : and the

avarice of the fifcal, the infolcnce of his offi-

cers, and the liccntioufnefs of his troops, ren-

dered the murmurs univerfal.
i

The Reformation had alfo introduced itlelf

into thofe countries, and fupported by the pro-

tection of religious freedom, under cover of the

tumult, had made a vifible progrefs. This was

now unfeafonably introduced, and party ipirit

i was
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was rendered more dangerous by fanaticism.

The Tranfylvanian and Hungarian nobility

arofe, and under the command of Bofchkai, a

bold rebel, erecled the ftandard of fedition.

The infurgents in Hungary were prepared to

unite themfelves with the difcontented Proteft-

ants in Auftria, Moravia, and Bohemia, and to

commence in thofe countries a dangerous re-

bellion. In fuch circumftances, the ruin of the

Houfe of Auftria and of popery in thofe territo-

ries was inevitable.

The Archdukes of Auftria, brothers to the

Emperor, had long beheld the impending ruin

of their family with iilent fadnefs, but their

patience was exhaufted by the Lift events.

The Archduke Matthias, Maximilian's fecond

fon, Viceroy of Hungary, and Roclolph's pre-

fumptive heir, came forward to fave the Houfe'

of Habfburg from total deftrucYion. This prince

in his youth, excited by a falfe ambition, had

\iftened to the invitations of fome Flemifh re-

bels, who called him to their territories to defend,.
^

their liberty againft his own uncle, Philip II.

Matthias, who miftook the invitation of a

party for that of a whole people, appeared in

the Netherlands
;
but the event contradicted

the wiihes of the inhabitants ofBrabant as much
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as his own expectations, and lie relinquished

the undertaking without having added to his

reputation. His fee o id appearance in the po-

litical world was more honourable.

After repeated ineffectual remonflranccs to

the Emperor, he aflembled the Archdukes, his

brothers and coufins, at Prefburg, and confult-

ed with them upon the danger which threaten-

ed the Houfe. His brothers unanimoufly yield-

ed to him, as the el deft, the defence of a patri-

mony which a feeble brother negleded ; all

their rights and authority were vefled in the

hands of Matthias, and they conferred upon
him the fovereign power, in order to provide

for their common good. He immediately en-

tered into a negotiation with the Turks and

with the Hungarian rebels, and fuccecded by
his addrefs to lave, by a peace with the Turks,

the remainder of Hungary ; and, by a conven-

tion with the rebels, to relerve Auftria's claims

to the loft provinces. But Rodolph, as jealous

of his authority as he was unequal to maintain

it, declined to confirm this treaty, which he

regarded as a criminal encroachment upon his

power. He accufed the Archduke of corrc-

fponding with the enemy, and of traitorous de-
'

iigns upon the throne, of Hungary.
The



44 HISTORY OF THE

The activity of Matthias was by no

free from ambitious views, but the conduct of

the Emperor favoured them. Having fecured

the Hungarians by their gratitude for his lately

obtaining them the bleffings of peace, and

afTured of the attachment of the nobles by his

emiffaries ; being allb certain ofa flrong party in

Auftria ; he began to addrefs the Emperor in a

more firm tone. The Proteftants of Auftria

and Moravia, long prepared for revolt, and

now gained over by the Archduke through a

promite of toleration, openly efpoufed his party,

and they at length effected their long threaten-

ed union with the rebellious Hungarians. A
formidable confpiracy was at once formed againft

the Emperor; he refolved, when too late, to

atone for his paft faults ; in vain he endeavour-

ed to diffipate the confederacy againft him ; a

general infurrection had taken place ; Hun-

gary, Auftria, and Moravia, rendered homage
to Matthias, who was already on his way
from Bohemia to feize upon the Emperor in his

palace, and annihilate his authority.

The kingdom of Bohemia was not a more

quiet polfeilion for Auftria than Hungary ; with

this difference, that in the former, religious,

and in the latter, political confiderations, fo-

mented
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mented the difhirbances. The firft flames of

religious war had broken out in Bohemia a

century before Luther ; and it was in that

kingdom that, in a century after Luther, the

flames of the thirty years war were kindled.

The feel to which John Hufs had given birth,

ftill cxilted in Bohemia, united with the Romifli

church in ceremonies and doctrines, except in

the tingle article of the communion, of which

they partook in both forms : this privilege

was granted to them by the council of Bafle,

and though afterwards prohibited by the Pope,

they ftill continued to enjoy it under the pro-

tection of government. As the ule of the

chalice * conftituted the principal diftinclion

of this feel, they were distinguished by the

appellation of the Utraquifts (communicants in

both forms), and in this appellation, which re-

minded them of their favourite privilege, they
affumed a pride. But under this title were

alfo included the ftricler feels of Bohemian and

"Moravian Brethren, which differed in more

important points from the Romifli church, and

bore a ftrong refemblance to the German
Proteftants. Among the Germans as well as

the Svvifs, reformation made a rapid progrefs,

* A wonderfully important fubjeft for a civil war ! Tranf.

and
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and the name Utraquifts, under which they

concealed their innovations., ferved to protect

ihem againil perfecution.

They in fact poflelTed nothing but the name

in common with the Utraquifls, and they were

cffentially Proteftants. Full of confidence in

4heir party, and the Emperor's tolerance, they

openly profeffed their opinions under the reign

of Maximilian ; after the example of the Ger-

mans they eftablifhed a particular catechifm, in

which they acknowledged both the Lutheran

and Calviniflic doctrines, and wifhed to tranf-

fer all the privileges of the Utraquift church to

this new confeflion. This attempt met with

oppofition on the part of their Catholic fellow-

ibbjecis, and they were obliged to content

themfdves with the verbal affurance of the

Emperor's protection.

During the life of Maximilian they enjoyed

perfect liberty in their new form, but the fcene

was changed under his fucceflbr. An Imperial
edict was iiTued, in which the Bohemian Bre-

thren were deprived of the liberty of confcience.

Thefe differed in no in fiance from the Utra-

fjiiifts, and their condemnation muft confe-

quently have involved all the Bohemian Pro-

tcftants ;
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teitants ; all united to oppofe the Imperial

mandate in the diet, but without being able to

annul it. The Emperor and the Catholic

eftates referred them to the conftitution of the

country, where in facl: their religion, which

had not yet gained the voice of the whole na-

tion, found nothing in its favour. But how

much were affairs changed fince the period of

that conftitution ? what then formed but an in-

confiderablc feel, was now become the reign-

ing religion of the country. And was it not

chicanery to confine a new increaling religion

to old regulations ? The Bohemian Proteft-

ants appealed to the verbal promifc of Maxi-

milian, and the toleration granted to the Ger-

mans, to whom they would yield no prefer-

ence ; but all was in vain, and they met with a

refulal.

Such was the flate of affairs in Bohemia

when Matthias, already mafter of Hungary,

Auflria, and Moravia, appeared in Kollin to

raife the Bohemian ftatcs againft the Emperor.
The embarraffment of the latter was now exT

treme. Abandoned by his other hereditary

dominions, he had fixed his laft hopes upon
the ftates of Bohemia, who, as might be fore-

ieen, would take advantage of his neceffities

to
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to forward their claims. After an interval of

many years he made his public entry into

Prague at the diet, and to convince the peo-

ple that he was ftill living, orders were

given to open all the windows in the Greets

through which the proceffion pafled; a fure

proof of the neceffity to which he was reduced.

His fears were realized. The ftates, which now

felt their own importance, refuted to enter into

terms without having their privileges confirmed,

and their religion tolerated. It was in vain to

have recourfe to old weapons ; the Emperor's

deftiny lay in their hands, and he muft fubmit

to neceffity. Neverthelefs he yielded only to

their other demands ;
thofe which concerned

religion he poftponed until the cnfuing diet.

The Bohemians now took up arms in his

defence, and a bloody civil war was expected

to enfue between both brothers. But Rodolph,
who feared nothing fo much as a flavilh depend-
ance .upon the ftates, preferred the way of

negotiation. By a formal abdication he refign-

cd to his brother, Auflria and the kingdom of

Hungary, of which indeed he could not deprive

him, and acknowledged him as his fucceffor to

the crown of Bohemia.

The
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The Emperor had extricated himfelf at a

great price from one difficulty only to involve

himfelf in another. The religious affairs of

Bohemia were referred to the next diet ; this

aflfembled in 1609. The Protefiants required

a free exercife of their religion, as under the late

Emperor, a confiftory, the ceflion of the uni-

verfity of Prague^ and protectors or defenders

of liberty from their own body : they were

anfwered as formerly, for the timid Emperor
was wholly governed by the Catholic party.

Notwithftanding the threatening tone in which

the ftates renewed their remonftrances, Ro-

dolph adhered to his former declaration of not

yielding to their demands ; the diet difperfed

without coming to any conclufion, and, ex-

afperated againfl the Emperor, they concerted

a general meeting in Prague, in order to redress

themfelves.

They accordingly appeared at Prague in

great numbers. Notwithftanding the Imperial

prohibition, they continued their deliberationsr

almoft before the Emperor's eyes ; the conde-

iceniion which he began to difplay, fhowed

them how much they were an object of terror,

and augmented their boldnefs ; yet in the prin-

cipal point he ftill remained inexorable. They
VOL. i. E fulfilled
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fulfilled their threats, and at length refolv-

ed of their own accord to eflablifh a tole-

ration of their religion, and to abandon the

Emperor to his neceffities until he had con-

firmed their refolutions. They proceeded ftill

further, and eftablifhed the defenders^ which

they were refufed by the Emperor. Ten were

nominated from each eftate ; and it was imme-

diately determined to raife an armed force, of

which the principal author of this infurreclion,

Count Thurn, was appointed commander.

This refolution at length obliged the Emperor
to yield, to which the Spaniards even advifed

him. Apprehenfive left the incenfed flates

Ihould throw themfelves under the Hungarian

King's protection, he ilgned the famous Bohe-

mian Letter of Majefty, by which that people

5 unified their infurreclion under his fucceflbrs.

The Bohemian confeflion which the ftates

had fubmitted to the Emperor Maximilian,

obtained in this letter an equal right with the

Catholic religion. The Utraquifts, as the Bohe-

mian Proteflants ftill continued to denominate

themfelves, were put in pofTeflion of the uni-

verfity of Prague, and obtained a confiftory of

their own, independent of the epifcopal fee of

that city ; all the churches which at the obtain-

ing
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log of this letter they poffeffed in the cities,

market-towns, and villages, were confirmed to

them ; and the nobility, gentry, and magif-

rates, were not prohibited from creeling new

ones. This laft article of the letter of majejly

is that which afterwards unfortunately kindled

the flames of war throughout Europe.

The letter of majejly erected the Proteftant

part of Bohemia into a fort of republic. The
tfates learned the ilrength which they had ac-

quired by union and perfeverance ; the Em-

peror retained only a fhadow of his authority :

among thofe denominated protestors of liberty>

the fpirit of infurredlion had attained a danger-

ous height. The example and good fortune

of Bohemia afforded a ftrong temptation to the

other Hates of Auftria to extort fimilar pri-

vileges. The fpirit of liberty extended from,

one province to another ; and as it was princi-

pally the difunion between the Auftrian princes,

of which the Proteftants took fuch advantage,

they now endeavoured to effect a reconciliation

between the Emperor and the King of Hun-

gary.

'

But this reconciliation could not be lincere ;

the injury was too great to be forgiven, and

E a Rudolph
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Rodolph nourished in his bofom an irreconcile-

able hatred to Matthias. With regret and in-

dignation he reflected the Bohemian fceptre

would alfo defcend to the hands of his enemy ;

and the profpecl was not much more confoling,

even though Matthias died without children :

in that cafe, Ferdinand Archduke of Gratz,

whom he equally hated, was at the head of the

family. To exclude the latter, as wefl as

Matthias, from the Bohemian fucceffion, he

formed a fcheme of bequeathing that kingdom
to Ferdinand's brother, the Archduke Leopold,

Bifhop of PafFau. The prejudices of the Bohe-

mians in favour of the elective right of their

crown, and their attachment to Leopold's per-

fon, appeared favourable to this fcheme, in

which Rodolph was directed more by his fac-

tious difpofition and vengeance, than the good
of his family. In order to promote this pro-

ject, a military force was wanting, which Ro-

dolph actually afTembled in the bifhopric of

Paffau. The deftination of this corps was kept
iecret ; but an unforefeen inroad which it made

into Bohemia for want of pay, and unknown
to the Emperor, belides the irregularities it

committed, exafperated the whole kingdom

againft him. In vain did he prote.fr his inno-

cence to the flates, who did not believe his

affc-
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affeverations : in vain he endeavoured to con-

tain his troops in order. Perfuaded that he in-

tended to annul the letter of majefty, the de-

fenders of liberty armed all the Proteftants of

Bohemia, and Matthias was called into the

country. After the dilperfion of his PafTau

troops, the Emperor remained in Prague,

guarded like a prifoner in his palace, and de-

prived of all his counfellors. Matthias was re-

ceived in Prague with univerfal acclamations,

and Rodolph foon after had the pufillanimity

to acknowledge him King of Bohemia. So hard

was his fate, that, during his life, he muft ab-

dicate, in favour of his enemy, a throne of

which he envied him the poflTeffion, .even

after death. To complete his humiliation, he

was compelled, by a perfonal renunciation, to

abfolve his fubjecls in Bohemia, Silclia, and

Lufatia, from their allegiance. This lait act

coft him the mod bitter anguifli. On his lig-

nature of the inftrument, he flung his hat on

the ground, and broke the pen which had ren-

dered him that fhameful fervice.

Having once loft his hereditary dominions,

the Imperial dignity was not better fecured to

him. Each of the religious parties into which

Germany was divided made efforts to improve
E 3 its
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its own intereft?, at the expenfe of the others,

or defend itfelf againil their attacks. The
weaker the hands were which wielded the Im-

perial fceptre, the more the Proteflants and

Catholics were left at their own difpofal, their

attention to each other was confined, and their

mutual diilrufl increafed ; it was fufficient that

the Emperor reigned through Jefuits, and was

governed by Spaniih councils, to infpire the

Proteflants with terror, and afford them a pre-

text for hoflility. The inconliderate zeal of

the Jefuits, which led them, in their publica-

tions and in the pulpit, to queftion the validity

of the religious peace, further increafed their

fufpicions, and gave even the moft inconfider-

able meafures of the Catholics a dangerous ap-

pearance. Every ftep which was taken in the

hereditary dominions of Auftria to oppofe the

reformed religion excited the attention of all

the German Proteftants. This powerful fup-

port which the reformed confederates met with

in Germany, or expecled to find, chiefly oc-

caiioned their confidence, and the rapid good
fortune of Matthias. The Empire generally

imagined that the enjoyment of the religious

treaty was owing to the troubles which reigned

in the Emperor's territories, and confequently

did
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did not haften to relieve him from his embar-

raflments.

Almoft all the affairs of the diet were ne-

glected, either by the careleflhefs of the Em-

peror, or the obftinacy of the Proteflant ftates,

\vhich had refolved not to affift the Empire until

their grievances were redreifed. The grievances

complained of were principally the bad admi-r

niftration of the Emperor, the infringement of

the religious treaty, and the Aulic counfellor,

who, under this adminiflration, endeavoured

to extend his authority at the expcnfe of the

Imperial chancellor. Formerly the Emperors

had, of themfelves in trifling matters, and with

the confent of the princes in more important

cafes, finally decided all difputes between the

Hates, or had them adjudged by Imperial

judges. This prerogative they had, in the end

of the fifteenth century, creeled into, a regu-

lar and permanent tribunal, the Council of

Spires, to which the tfates of the Empire, to

lave themfelves from the Emperor's oppreflion,

referved to themfelves the privilege of nomi-

nating its afTefTors, and fubjecting its decrees

to occallonal revifion. This privilege, vyhicl[i

was called the right of prejentatfan, was by the

religious treaty conceded to the Lutherans, fo

K 4 that
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that Proteftant judges now fat in the courts of

the Empire, and both religions, in this fupreme

tribunal, were placed upon an appearance of

equality.

But the enemies of the Reformation, and of

the liberties of the Empire, attending to every

circumftance which favoured their deiigns,

foon difcovered the means of evading the bene-

ficial effects of this efiablifhment. By degrees

it was contrived that a private tribunal, that of

the Aulic Council at Vienna (originally in-

tended to decide fuch cafes as immediately con-

cerned the Imperial prerogative, whofe mem-

bers were appointed by the Emperor, and were

paid by him, whofe immediate deiign it was

to promote the interefts of their mafter and of

the Catholic religion), fhould difpenfe juftice

in the Empire. Several fnits were now brought

before the Aulic Council, between different re-

ligions, which properly belonged to the Council

of Spires. It was not then furprifing that the

decifions of this tribunal betrayed its original

intent, and that juftice was facrificed to the

intercfls of the Catholic religion and thofe of

the Emperor. Although it fhould appear that

al! Germany had caufe to oppofe fuch an abufe

from the commencement, the Proteftants alone,
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and even not all of thefe, came forward to de-

fend the liberties of the Empire, which this

arbitrary inn"itution infringed in the moft facred

point, that of the adminiftration of juftice. In

fact, Germany could derive but little benefit

from the abolition of feudal violence, and the

institution of a tribunal of juftice, if one entirely

at the difpofal of the Emperor was fuffered to

exift. The German ftates would have very

little improved their condition from barbarous

ages, if their courts of juftice lay in the Em-

peror's power. But in that age men's fenti-

ments difplayed the moft palpable contradic-

tions. The title of Emperor, a remnant of

Roman defpotifm, conveyed an idea of autho-

rity which formed a ridiculous contraft with the

privileges
of the ftates, but which was never-

thelefs adopted by lawyers, promoted by the

friends of arbitrary power, and revered by the

ignorant. It could not indeed be othcrwife

when one of the firft Proteflant powers in Ger-

many was fo infatuated as to harbour an opi-

nion which tended to deftroy fundamentally
the conftitution of the Empire.

To thefe general abufes were added a chain

of circumftances which at length produced the

jutmoft diftruft among the Proteftants. During
the
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the Spanifh perfections in the Netherlands

fome Proteftant families had taken refuge in

the Catholic Imperial city of Aix-la-Chapelle,

where they had fettled, and gradually extended

their principles. After having by ftratagem

fucceeded in introducing into the town-council

ibme of their feel, they demanded a church

and the free exercife of their religion ; which,

however, being refufed them, they obtained it,

together with the entire government of the city,

by force. To have: fo confiderable a city in the

hands of Proteftants was too fevere a blow for

the Emperor and the whole Catholic party.

After the Emperor's orders and exhortations

xvere unable to re-eflablifh the former govern-

ment, the Aulic Council, by a decree, pro-

feribed the city ; which proferiptkm, ho.wever^

was not enforced, till the enfuing reign.

Two other events had a great effect in ex-

tending the power and authority of the Proten>

ants. Trufchfefs of Waldburg, Ekaor of Co-

logne, conceived for the young Countefs Agnes
of Mansfeldt, Canonefs of Girrifheim, an ardent

paffion, which was become mutual between

them. As this attachment excited the attention

of all Germany, the Canonefs's brothers, two

zealous Calvinifts, infifled upon fatisfaction for

2 the
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the injured honour of their family, which, fo

long as the Elector remained a Catholic, could

not be vindicated by a marriage. They threat-

ened vengeance againft their fitter, and the

Elector, if he did not either immediately defift

from his addreffes, or vindicate her reputation

by marriage. The Elector, regardlefs of the

confequences, yielded to the infatuation of love.

Whether previoufly attached to the reformed

religion, or whether it was love which effected

this itrangc event, he renounced the Catholic

faith, and led the beautiful Agnes to the

altar.

This converfion was of the greatefl import-

ance. By the ecclefiaftical law, the Elector,

by his apoftacy, had forfeited his electorate,

and the power of executing thefe laws was of

the greateil conlequence to the Catholics. On
the other hand, the facrifice was the more fe-

vere for fo affectionate a hufband, who wifhed

to enhance the value of his heart and his hand

by the gift of a principality. Beiides that the

ecclefiaftical regulations formed a difputed ar-

ticle in the treaty of Aug(burg, it was of the

utmoit importance for the Proteflants of Ger-

many to wreft this fourth elect orate from the

Catholics.
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Catholics*. The Elector's example was foU

lowed in many chapters in the north of Ger-

many. Several canons of Cologne already em-

braced the Proteftant faith, and were of the

Elector's party ; and in that city he could de-

pend upon a flrong Proteflant faction. Thefe

circumstances, enforced by the encouragement
of his friends and relations, and the promises

of feveral German courts, determined him to

maintain his authority with his religion.

But it foon appeared that the Elector had

engaged in a conteft which he could not bring

to a favourable conclufion. The Catholic ftates

and chapters had already given the introduc-

tion of the Proteftant religion into the elector-

ate of Cologne the mod violent oppoiition.

The. interference of the Emperor, and an ana-

thema from Rome, which excommunicated the

Elector as an apoftate, and deprived him of his

ecclefiaftical* and fecular authority, armed his

own fubjects and his chapter againft him. Both

fides aiFembled a military power ; and the

chapter, in order to increafe their ftrength,

*
Saxony, Brandenburg, and the Palatinate, were already

ProteftanU Tranf.

pro-
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proceeded to a new election, which terminated

in favour of the Bifhop of Liege, a prince of

the Houfe of Bavaria.

A civil war now commenced, that, from the

intereft which the different religious factions in

Germany mult neceflarily have had in this

event, was likely to caufe a breach of the reli-

gious treaty. The Proteftants were chiefly ex-

afperated at the Pope's having prefumed, by
his apoftolic power, to deprive a prince of the

Empire of his authority. This privilege was

denied the Pope, even in the golden days of

papal darknefs ; and how much more fo now,
when he had loft fo much of his authority, and

his power was fupported by fuch weak pillars ?

All the Proteflant princes in Germany blamed

the Emperor for this ilep ; and Henry IV. of

France, then king of Navarre, left no means

of negotiation untried to recommend to the

German princes the ftrenuous aflertion of their

rights. The liberty of Germany depended upon
this circumftance : four Proteflant againft three

Catholic voices in the electoral college muft

have transferred the fuperiority to the Proteft-

ant party, and for ever excluded the Houfe of

Auflria from the Imperial throne.

But
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But the Elector of Cologne had embraced

the reformed, not the Lutheran religion : and

this circumftance caufed his misfortune. The

mutual animofity of both churches did not per-

mit the Lutheran ftates to regard him of their

party, and effectually to fupport him as fuch.

He had been encouraged and promifed affifr-

ance by all. John Caffimir, Count Palatine,

a younger prince of the Palatinate, and a Cal-

viniil, alone performed his promife. Notwith-

itanding the Imperial prohibition, he haftened

with his fmall army into the territories of Co-

logne, but without effecting any thing conli-

derable, becaufe the Elector, prefled by his own

neceffities, was unable to afford him any afliit-

ance. The new-chofen Elector made effectual

efforts on the contrary, being firongly fupported

by his Bavarian friends, and the Spaniards from

the Netherlands. The depofed Elector's troops,

left by their mailer without pay, furrendercd

one place after another to the enemy : others

were taken by force. Gebhard held out ftili

for fome time in his Weflphalian territories,

but was at length compelled to yield. After

vain attempts in Holland and England to

effect his refloration, he retired into the chap-

ter of Strafburg, and died dean of that cathe-

dral ; the firft facrirlce to Catholic power,
or
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or rather to the want of harmony among the

German Proteftants.

From this difpute in Cologne arofe a new

one at Strafburg. Several members of the

chapter of Cologne, who were alfb included in

the papal anathemas, had fled to this bifhopric,

where they alfo enjoyed prebends. As the Ca-

tholic canons of the chapter of Strafburg en-

deavoured to molefl them in the pofleflion of

their prebends, they maintained their pofleflion

by force ; and a powerful fupport among the

citizens of Strafburg, who were Proteftants,

foon obtained them the fuperiority in the chap-
ter. The Catholic canons retired to Alface-

Saverne, where they continued the chapter as

the only genuine one, and declared the other

fpurious ; neverthelefs the latter, ftrengthened

by the acceflion of feveral powerful Protejftant

confederates, had the addrefe, after the bifhop's

death, to pofiulate a new Proteftant bifhop in

ili perfon of Prince John George of Branden-

burg. The Catholic canons, far from confirm-

ing this election, poftulated the Bifhop of Mctz,

a. prince of Lorrain, who immediately an-

nounced it by hoftilities againfl the territories

of Strafburg.

The
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The city of Strafburg now took up arms in

favour of the Proteftant chapter ; and the op-

polite party, defirous of fcizing the effects of

the church, advanced againft them, affifted by
the troops of Lorrain. This produced a tedious

war, which, according to the fpirit of the times,

was attended with barbarous devaflation. In

vain did the Emperor interpofe his authority to

terminate the conteft ; the pofleffion of both

chapters remained a long time divided between

them, until the Proteflant prince at length, for

a moderate pecuniary equivalent, relinquilhed

his claim, and thus the Catholic party pre-

vailed.

An event which foon after took place at

Dunauwerth, a Suabian free city, was ftill more

prejudical to the Proteflant interefts. In this

once Catholic city the Proteftants, during the

reign of Ferdinand and his fon, had by their

ufual means obtained the fuperiority, and the

Catholics were obliged to content themfelves

with a church in the monaftery of the Holy

Crofs, where they were under the neceffity of

concealing their ceremonies from the jealouiies

of the Proteftants. At length a fanatical abbot

of this cloifter ventured, in opposition to the

people, to make a public proceffion, which was

4 preceded
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preceded by the crofs and flying colours ; but

he was foon compelled to abandon his defign.

This fame abbot, encouraged by a favourable

declaration of the Emperor, ventured a year

after to renew this proceffion. A tumult was

excited. The fanatical populace fhut the gates

againft the monks on their return, threw their

colours on the ground, and purfued them with

reproaches and abufe. An Imperial citation

was the confequence of this violence ; and

as tire multitude even attempted to infult

the Imperial commiflaries, and no hope re-

mained of a peaceable termination of this dif-

pute, the city was put to the barm * of the

Empire, the execution of which was entrufted

to Maximilian Duke of Bavaria. The citizens,

hitherto fo bold, were feized with a panic on

the approach of the Bavarian army, and laid

down their arms without refiftance. Their re-

bellion was punifhed with the total abolition of

the Proteftant religion within their walls. Do-

nauwerth was deprived of its privileges, and,

from a free Imperial city, became a municipal
town of Bavaria.

* A civil excommunication pronounced againft the re-

fraftory members of the Empire. Traaf.

YOL. i. F Even
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Even were the Proteftants lefs attentive to

the interefts of their religion, two circumftances

connected with this event muft have excited

their attention to the utmoft. The Aulic

council, an arbitrary and entirely Catholic tri-

bunal, had pronounced this fentence, and had

cntrufted the execution of it to the Duke of

Bavaria, the fovereign of another circle. This

unconstitutional ftep threatened them with vio-

lent meafures on the part of the Catholics, and

they afcribed it to -private fchemes for the op-

preffion of their religion.

In circumftances where ftrength prevails over

juftice, and where fecurity depends upon

itrength, the weaker lide are almoft always

the moft eager to provide for their own de-

fence. This was now the cafe in Germany.
It was probable, according to the moft rational

calculation, that whatever attempt the Catho-

lics had formed againft the Proteftants would

be executed in the fouth rather than the north

of Germany ; becaufe the northern Proteftants

pofTefled long traces of country which could

ealily fupport each other ; whereas thofe of the

fouth were in detached parts, furrounded by
Catholic Hates, and expofed to every inroad.

Befides, as was to be expecled if the Catholics

took
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took advantage of the interior diviiions, and

directed their attack againft the religious party,

the Calvinifts were the weakeft, and being alfo

excluded from the religious treaty, they flood

in danger of falling upon the firft attack.

Both thefe circumftances took place in the

Palatinate, which porTefled a dangerous neigh-

bour in the Duke of Bavaria, and, by reafon of

its embracing Calvinifm, was excluded from

the benefit of the religious treaty, and had little

hope of fuccour from the Lutherans. No

country in Germany had undergone fuch a

rapid revolution in its religion as the Palati-

nate at that period. In the fhort fpace of fixty

years that unhappy country was feen twice to

adopt Luther's doctrines, and as often ex-

changed them for Calvinifm. The Elector

Frederic III. relinquished the confeffion of

Aufbur, which his fon and fucceffor LewisO D 7

rapidly re-eftablifhed ; throughout the whole

country the Calvinifts were deprived of their

churches ; their preachers, and even their

teachers, were conducted to the frontiers ; and

this zealous prince even perfecuted them in his

will, by appointing none except ftrict Luther-

ans as guardians to his children. But this un-

juft will was laid afide by his brother the Count

P 2 Palatine,
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Palatine, John Caffimir, who, according to

the regulations of the golden bull, took upon
himfelf the guardianfhip, and aflumed the re-

gency. Calvinift inftructors were appointed to

the Elector Frederic IV. then only nine years

old, and they were ordered to ufe perfonal

chaftifement, if neceflary, in eradicating his

Proteftant doctrines. Tf fuch was the treatment

of the fovereign, that of the fubject may be

ealily conceived.

It was under this Frederic that the Palatine

court made great efforts to unite the German

Proteftants, and form them into a confederacy

againft the Houfe of Auftria: Betides that

this court lay under the direction of France,

which was always animated by a hatred againft

Auftria, he was induced to provide for his own

fecurity, and that of his religion, againft a

powerful and fuperior enemy. But great' diffi-

culties were oppofed to this confederacy : the

diflike of the Lutherans againft the Calvinifts

being fcarcely lefs than their common hatred

againft the Papifts. An union of the two reli-

gions was therefore attempted, in order to pre-

pare for the confederacy : but all attempts

failed, aud had no other.effect than to confirm

both fects in their relpeclive opinions. Nothing
now
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now remained but, by exciting fear and diftruft

among the Lutherans, to prevail upon them

by neceffity to enter this confederacy. The

power of the Catholics and the greatnefs of the

danger were magnified ; accidental incidents

were afcribed to deliberate plans ; innocent ac-

tions, by over-cautious conftruclions, were mii-

reprcfented ; and the whole conduct of the

Catholics was afcribed to a fyftematic plan of

hoftility, of which the latter did not probably
entertain an idea. No rumour was fo impro-

bable, no accufation fo deteftable, as not to be

credited : even though the Catholics intended

to infringe the religious treaty (and it was in

their power), that peace was guaranteed by
their veneration for it. But the Proteftants

appeared to apprehend what they merited.

The diet of Ratifbon, in which the Protefl-

ants hoped to obtain a renewal of the religious

treaty, was diflblved without any determina-

tion, and to their former vexations were added

the new oppreflion of Donauwerth. The long-

fought confederacy at length took place. A
meeting was held at Anhaufen in Franeonia,

in 1608, at which appeared the Elector Pala-

tine, Frederic IV. the Count Palatine of Ncu-

tmrg, two Margraves of Brandenburg, the

4? 3 Margrave



74 HISTORY OF THE

Margrave of Baden, and John Frederic Duke

of Wirtemburg ; Lutherans with Calvinifts ;

and they eflablifhed for themfelves and their

heirs a clofe confederacy under the title of the

Evangelic Union. The purport of this union

was, that in religious matters as well as in their

civil rights the princes were engaged to afliit

each other mutually, and permit no individual

oppreffion ; that any member of the Union,

when attacked, fhould be.affifled by the reft ;

that his territories, towns, and caftles fhould

be opened to them ; and that whatever con-

quefts were made fhould be divided among the

whole, according to the quota furnifhed by

each.

The direction of the whole confederacy was

conferred in peace on the Elector Palatine, but

with a limited authority : fubfidies were de-

manded to defray the expenfes, and a fund was

eftablifhed. No difference of religions (viz.

between Lutherans and Calvinifts) was to affedl

the Union ; and its validity was to endure for

ten years. Each member was, from the com-

mencement, engaged to procure new confede-

rates. Brandenburg declared for it, and Saxony
favoured the Union. Hefle-CafTel could not be

prevailed upon to declare itfelf ; Brunfwic and

Lunenburg
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Lunenburg alfo hefitated : but the three Impe-
rial cities, Strafburg, Nuremburg, and Ulm,
were no unimportant acquiiition to a league
which flood in need of pecuniary aid ; and it

was probable that their example would be fol-

lowed by feveral of the other Imperial cities,

Thefe united flates, iingly dejected and of

fmall importance, now arTumed a more firm

tone. They directed Prince Chriflian of An-

halt to lay their grievances and demands be-

fore the Emperor; which principally conlifted

in the reftoration of Donauwerth, the abolition

of the profecution of the court, the Emperor's

own administration, and the conduct of his

counfellors. They made thefe remonftrances at

a period when the Emperor had fcarce reco-

vered from the troubles which had been occa-

lioned in his hereditary dominions ; when he

had loft to Matthias, Auftria and Hungary,
and barely faved his Bohemian crown by the

letter of majefty ; and when a new contefl

was raifed about the fucceffion of Juliers. It

was not furprifing that this tardy prince was

now lefs active than ever, and that the confe

derates took up arms fooner than the Emperor
had forefeen,

P4 The
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The Catholics viewed this confederacy with

a fufpicious eye : the members of the latter

were alike fufpicious of the Catholics and the

Emperor, who was equally jealous of both :

and on all fides apprehenlion and animofity

had reached the greateft height. To complete
this embarraffment, at this very conjuncture

the death of John William Duke of Juliers oc-

cafioned a difputed fucceffion for the territories

of Cleves and Juliers.

Eight competitors laid claims to this fuccef-

fion, whofe individuity was guaranteed by the

moft lolemn treaties ; and the Emperor, if

difpofed to conlider it as entirely vacant, could

become the ninth. Four claimants, the Elector

of Brandenburg, the Count Palatine of Neu-

burg, that of Deuxponts, and the Margrave of

Burgau, an Auftrian prince, claimed it as a

dower in behalf of four princefles, lifters to the

deceafed Duke. Two others, the Eleclor of

Saxony, of the line of Albert, and the Duke of

Saxony, of the line of Erneft, laid claims to

it from a prior furvivorfhip, which was con-

firmed to them by the Emperors Frederic III.

and Maximilian I. The claims of foreign

princes were not regarded. The faireft lay on

the fide of
Brandenburg and Neuburgj and
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both appeared equally favoured by clrcum-

fiances. Each haftened to take pofleffion

of the inheritance : Brandenburg began, and

Neuburg followed its example : both com-

menced their difpute with the pen, and would

probably have terminated it with the fword;

but the interference of the Emperor, to bring

this fuit under his o\vn decifion, while he in the

mean time fequeftrated the difputed territories,

brought the competitors to a fpeedy agreement

in order to avert the common danger. It was

refolved to govern the dutchy in common.

In vain did the Emperor order the eftates not

to do homage to the new fovereigns ; in vain

did he fend one of his relations, the Archduke

Leopold, Bifhop of PafTau, into the country

in order to give weight to the Imperial party

by his prefence. The whole country, except

Juliers, had fubmitted to the Proteftant princes,

and the Emperor's adherents were beliegcd in

that capital.

This difpute was of importance to the Em-

pire, and excited the attention of feveral Euro-

pean ftates. The pofleffion of Juliers was of

itfelf not of fo much confequence : but the

queftion was, which of the parties into which

Germany was divided, the Proteflant or Ca-

tholic,
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tholic, fhould obtain the fuperiority by fo con-

iiderable an acceffion to their power. It was

now to be feen whether Auftria would perfevere

in its ufurpations, and indulge its thirft for

dominion, by a new act of violence, or whether

the independent powers of Germany were ca-

pable of refilling thofe ufurpations. The fuc-

ceflion of Juliers coniequently interefted all the

powers which favoured liberty, or were hoflile

to Auflria. The Evangelic Union, Holland,

England, but principally Henry IV. of France,

interpofed upon this occafion.

This monarch, the flower of whofe age was

paHed in opposition to the Houfe of Auftria,

and who by the admirable perfeverance of a

hero had furmounted all the obftacles which

that Hoqfe had thrown in his way to the French

throne, had already been no inactive fpectator

of the troubles in Germany, It was even this

difpute of the Hates with the Emperor which

produced the peace in France. The Protelt-

ants and Turks formed a ftrong counterpoife to

the Auftrian power, on its eaflern and weftern

frontier : but it would be reflored to its former

greatnefs, if fufFered to elude this conftraint.

Henry IV. had, during half a century, an un-

interrupted example of Au,ftria's ufurpations

I and
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and thirft for power, which neither adverfe for-

tune nor pulillanimity, that ( ommonly deprefTes

all the human palTions, could extinguifh ia a

bofom in which flowed a drop of the blood of

Ferdinand of Arragon. Even in the weakeft

of the race of Habfburg this paiiion was ftrong;

this inclination was boundlefs in its moii con-

iined characters, and tarnifhed the luflre of its

few virtuous princes. The ul'urpations of Auf-

tria had, during a century, deprived all Europe
of its peace, and caufed in the interior of its

principal ftates the raofl violent revolutions.

It had deprived the field of the hufbandman,

the manufactory of the art lit, covered the

country with numerous armies, and the feas

with hoftile fleets. It had reduced the Euro-

pean princes to the unhappy neceflity of load-

ing their fnhjcc
c
ts with exceffive impofls, and

of exhau fling the flrenrrth of their dominions

ia defending them. Europe could enjoy no

repofe, its flates no prolperity, no perma-
nent plan could be formed for the happinefs

of the people, fo long as this dangerous race

was permitted to difturb its tranquillity ; and

it was much to be feared that the ambition

of this Houfe would furvive its power. Even

in its exhaufted fituation, which threatened it

with ruin, it cofl the confederacy thousands

of
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of lives and millions of money to confine its

ambition within hounds. What great and

noble defign could be executed ? how much

could the happinefs of all ranks be promoted

by the exertions which were now inglorkmily

and ineffectually expended to guard the Houfe

of Habfburg
*

?

Such confiderations aroufed Henry at the

clofe of his glorious career. What pains had

it coft him to difpel the cloud which a long

civil war, excited and fomented by Auftria,

had occafioned in France ! Every great foul

labours for immortality ; what then could gua-
rantee to this prince the profperity in which he

left France, while Auftria and Spain remained

united, and while, though now weakened, a for-

tunate accident was only wanting to render theni

as formidable .as ever? In order to leave his

fucceffor the firm poffeffion of the throne, and

fecure to his people a durable peace, this power
muft be deftroyed, and precautions taken againft

its re-eftablifhment. From this fource flowed

* The Houfe of Auftria is defcended from the Counts of

this nair.e, a family of no great note. By the Emprefs Maria

Terefa's marriage with the Duke of Lorrain, it has been

united with one of the moft illuilrious Houfes in Europe,

the
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the irreconcilable hatred which led Henry IV.

to fwear unextinguifhable, ardent, and juft

vengeance againft the Houfe of Auftria, like

Hannibal's antipathy againft the Romans, but

arifing from nobler fentiments.

The different powers ofEurope had this pro-

vocation in common with Henry ; but they

pofleflfed not that enlightened policy, that dif-

interefted courage to act accordingly. Man-
kind are almoft without exemption captivated

with immediate advantages ; great fouls alone

are excited by diftant profpecls. So long as

prudence depends upon itfelf, or relies upon
its own refources, it rejects nothing but chi-

merical plans ; and while it fometimes expofes

itfelf to the ridicule of the world, it enfures

fuccefs when its plan is directed to deftroy bar-

barian avarice and fuperftition, and when pri-

vate interefis enable it to promote its laudable,

^urpofes,

In the fijrft confederation, Henry's project to

drive the Houfe of Auftria from all its pof-

feffions, and divide its conquefls among the

European powers, deferved the name of chi-

merical, which mankind are in general fo liberal

in beftowing: but did it merit this appellation

in
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in the fecond ? This excellent king could not

flatter himfelf that the promoters of this defign

were infpired with the fame fentiments which

actuated himfelf and his minifler Sully. The
tfates whofe co-operation was wanting, were

forced by the mofl preffing political coniider-

ations to engage in this fcheme ; from the

Auftrian Proteftants nothing was required but

what they already feemed to aim at, their deli-

verance from the Auftrian yoke ; from the

Flemings, nothing but a iimilar deliverance

from the Spaniards. It was of the utmofl im-

portance to the Pope and the republics of Italy

to remove effectually the Spanifh tyranny from

their territories ; to England, nothing could be

more plealing than to be delivered from its

molt bitter enemy. Each power acquired, by
this divilion of Auftria's ufurped conquefts,

either territory or independence, new property,

or fecurity for its old ; and while each was in-

demnified, the balance of power was flill unvio-

lated. France could with magnanimity re-

nounce all claim to indemnification, as it

doubly profited by Auftria's ruin, and was the

more powerful by not feeking any other advan-

tage. The pofterity ofHabfburg were at length

permitted to expofe their defigns both to paft

and future worlds. Auftria was only faved by
the
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the knife of Ravaillac, in order to pofipone the

tranquillity of Europe for centuries.

Attentive to this fcheme, Henry muft natu-

rally have immediately interfered with the Evan-

gelic Union in Germany, and in the fucceflion

of Juliers. His emifTaries were bufy in all the

Proteftant courts of Germany ; and the hints

which they fparingly gave of the intention of

their monarch, were deftined to gain profelytes,

who were equally incenfed againft the Houfe

of Auftria, and defirous of aggrandizing them-

felves. Henry's policy brought the Union to a

ftill clofer connexion, and the affiflance which

he promifed them raifed to the utmofl the hopes

of the confederates. A numerous French army,

commanded by the King in perfon, was deflined

to join the troops of the Union on the Rhine,

and firft to affift them in conquering Clevcs

and Juliers ; after which they were to proceed

to Italy, where Savoy, Venice, and Rome, had

formed a confederacy to overthrow the Spanifli

throne. Thefe victorious armies were then to

fall into the Auftrian territories, and there,

favoured by an univerfal infurredlion, to deftroy

the power of Auftria in Hungary, Bohemia,

and Tranlylvania. The people of Holland and

Brabant had already, with the afliilance of

France,
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France, delivered themfelves from Spanifh

tyranny ; and this furious torrent, which had

overflown its banks, and threatened to bury
the European liberties under its waves, now

flowed quiet and forgotten behind the Pyrenean

mountains.

The FrencH were long famous for their acti-

vity, but on this occalion they were over-

reached by the Germans. An army of the

confederates entered Alface before Henry had

made his appearance there, and a corps of Auf-

trians which the Bifhop of PaiTau and Stralburg

had aflembled there to advance againft Juliers,

\vas difperfed. Henry IV. had formed his plan
as a flatefman and a king, but he conligned

its execution to plunderers. According to his

ideas, none of the Catholic ftates could take

umbrage at thefe .preparations, or would eipoufe

Auflria's quarrel. Religion was to have no

fhare in this difpute ; but it was by no means

probable that the German princes would lofe

light of their own interefts in the execution of

Henry's fchemes. Excited by ambition and

religious animofity, was it not natural for them

to gratify their ruling paffions whenever they

found an opportunity ? They entered the ter-

ritories of the eccleliaftical princes like maraud-

2 ers,
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fcrs, and always took up their quarters in

thole rich countries, though ever fo far out

of their way. As if in an enemy's territory,

they railed contributions, feized upon the re-

venues, and exacted by force what was not

voluntarily given to them. Not to leave the

Catholics in fufpenfe as to the intent of this

expedition, the latter were plainly given to

understand, that it was defiined to decide the

fate ofthe poffelTions of the Catholic church. So

little good intelligence reigned between Henry
and the German princes in their plan of ope-

rations, and fo much was this excellent king

deceived in the inftruments he employed. It

is an obfervation confirmed by experience, that

an a<5l of violence, directed by prudence, fhould

never be left to violence to enforce ; and that

the violation of good order fhould only be

entrusted to thofe who hold it facred.

The conduct of the confederates, rcfented

even by fevcral of the Proteftant flates, and

the apprehenfions which the Catholics began
to entertain of a ft ill worfe treatment, did not

permit them to behold it with filent indigna-

tion. The authority of the Emperor was at too-

low an ebb to protect them againfl fuch an

enemy; the union of the confederates was what

VOL. i. G rendered
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rendered them fo formidable, and this unioifr

muft now be oppofed by another.

The Bifhop of Wirtzburg drew the plan of

this Catholic union, which was diflinguifhed

from that of the Proteftants by the deno*

mination of The League* It principally con-

lifted of bifhops, and the grounds of it were

the fame with thofe of the Union. At its head

was Maximilian Duke of Bavaria, the only

fecular member of importance, but furnifhed

with much greater powers than the Proteftant

confederates had granted to their chief. From

this circumftance it arofe, that the Duke of

Bavaria, being commander in chief ofthe troops

of the League, their operations had a fuperior

force and activity, and fupplies were obtained

from the rich prelates with much more eafe than

the Proteftants could obtain them from their

poorer adherents. Without Imperial aid as a

Catholic Hate, without even communicating' O
their deiigns to the Emperor, the Catholic

League appeared fuddenly firm and formidable,

with force fufficient to crufti the Proteftant

Union, and to fuftain itfelf under three Em-

perors. Though the League elpoufed the Em-

peror's quarrel, as an enemy to the Proteftants,

they foon became formidable to himfelf.

Meanwhile
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Meanwhile the arms of the confederates were

fuccefsful in Cleves and Juliers : Juliers was

blockaded, and the entire bifhopric of Strafburg

in their power. But this was the conclufion of

their triumphs. No French army appeared on

the Rhine, becaufe its defUned leader, and the

foul of the whole undertaking, Henry IV. was

now no more; their fupplies were gradually

expended, and the itates hefitated to grant i.rw

fubfidics ; while the free cities were offended

that their money was always demanded, but

never their advice. They were particularly

exafperatcd at being expofcd to expenfe by the

expedition of Juliers, which was exprefsly ex-

cluded from the affairs of the Union ; that the

united princes bellowed large pcniions out of

the common treafure ; and principally, that i ic

expenditure of the money was not accounted

for.

Thus did the Union verge towards its fall,

at the moment when the League, with accumu-

lated Itrength, oppofed it. The confederates

could no longer keep the field from their want

of money, and it was dangerous to lay down

their arms in the prefence of a formidable ene-

my. To lecure thcmfclvcs in one quarter,

however, they concluded a treaty with their

G 2 old
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old enemy, the Archduke Leopold, and both

parties agreed to withdraw their troops from

Alface, to releafe the prifoners, and forget the

pafl violences on both fides. Thus ended all

their boailed preparations.

The imperious tone in which the confede-

rates, confiding in their flrenglb, had addrefled

the^German Catholics, was now retorted upon
themfelves and their troops ; their own fteps

were followed, and they were branded with

the fevereft epithets. The chapters of Wirtz-

burg, Bamberg, Strafburg, Mentz, Treves, and

Cologn, had fuffered from their ravages ; all

thefe lories were to be indemnified, and the

free navigation of the Rhine, which the Pro-

teftants had alfo feized, was to be reftored to

its former footing. The Unionists were required

to give an unequivocal anfwer concerning the

intent of their confederacy ; they were now in

their turn obliged to yield to fuperior force ;

they had not expected fo formidable an enemy,
but they taught the Catholics the fecret of their

own ftrength ; their pride was hurt in being

obliged to fue for a peace which, however,

they were fortunate in obtaining ; the one fide

promifed reflitution, the other an' indemnity ;

all laid down their arms ; the tumult of war

fuddenly



THIRTY YEARS WAV. 85

fuddenly ceafed, and a temporary calm fuc-

cceded. It was at this period the infurre6tion

broke out in Bohemia, which cofl the Emperor
his hereditary dominions ;

but neither the Union

nor the League interfered with thefe difturb-

ances.

At length the Emperor died in 1612, as little

remembered in his grave as he had been re-

fpecled on the throne. The miferics of the

following reigns, however, effaced the remem-

brance of thole which his reign had can led,

and added a luftre to his memory ;
and fuch

was the condition to which Germany was

reduced, that even this Emperor was in the

concluiion very bitterly regretted.

Rodolph could not be prevailed upon to

elecl a fucceiTbr, and all minds were filled with

apprehcnfions by the approaching vacancy of

the throne; but, contrary to expectation, Mat-

thias took fpeedy and peaceable pofl'efiion of it.

The Catholics fupportcd him, becaufe they

formed great expectations from tl>e activity of

this prince; the Proteflants followed their ex-

ample, from the hopes they conceived of his

vvcaknefs. It is not difficult to reconcile thcio

G 3 contra-
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contractions ; the one judged from his former,

the other from his actual difpofitian.

The moment of a new fucceffion is com-

monly that of ardent hopes, and in elective

crowns a king's iirft diet is commonly the moft

fevere ; every old grievance is introduced, and

new ones are fought to include them in the

expected reform. The lervices which the Pro-

teltants had rendered Matthias in his rebellion,

were flill frefh in the minds of the confederates,

and the price which they exacted for them

now, ferved as an example worthy of imita-

tion.

It was by favouring the Proteflants in Auf-

tria and Moravia, that Matthias had actually

obtained the throne; but, blinded by his ambi-

tion, he never contidered that by thcle means

alfo, the Proteftant flates were enabled to give

law to their fovcreign. This difcovery foon

aroufed him from the -intoxication of fuccefs.

No fooner after his acceffion to the crown of

Bohemia had he appeared among his Auftriar\

fubjectsj than demands awaited him which

were calculated to difguit him with his exalta-

tion. Previous to their rendering homage, they

required an unlimited toleration of their religion

in
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in the cities and market-towns, a perfect equa-

lity with the Catholics, and an equal claim to

^11 offices in the ftate. In feveral places they

aflumed thefe privileges of themk-ives, and

reftored the Proteftant religion, from confidence

in the new adminiftration, where it had been

fupprefled hy the Emperor. Matthias had not

already fcrupled to make ufe of the grievances

of the Proteilants againft the Emperor, but it

was by no means his intention to exalt that

feel. By a firm and decifive tone he hoped to

fupprefs thefe demands in the commencement ;

he fpoke of his hereditary title to his dominions
and would hearken to no terms previous to his

confecration : the fame unconditional homage
had been yielded by their neighbours, the inha-

bitants of Styria, to the Archduke Ferdinand ;

but they had foon reafon to repent. Taught

by this example, the ftatcs of Auftria periiited

in their claims. To avoid compuliion they

left the capital, invited the Catholics, to a iimU

lar reiiftance, and began to levy troops ; they

took iteps to renew their old alliance with the

Hungarians, drew the Prottliant princes into

their interefis, and fcriouily prepared to ^

bliih their claims by force of arras.

.h'as
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Matthias had not hefitated to complv with

the far more exorbitant demands of the Hun-

garians j but Hungary was an elective king-

dom, and the republican form of its conititu-

tion juftified the claims of the {rates, as alfo his

conceffion to them before the Catholic League.

On the contrary, in Auftria his predecetfors

had exercifed much greater prerogatives ; thefe

he could not relinquish to the flares without

difgracing himfelf in the eyes of all the Catho-

lics in Europe, exciting the enmity of Spain

and Rome, and loading himfelf with the con-

tempt of his own Catholic fubjecls. His more

fevere Catholic counfellors, of whom Melchior

Klefel, Bifhop of Vienna, was the principal,

exhorted him, fooner than yield to the Proteil-

ants, to deprive them by force of all their

churches.

But unfortunately this circumftance occurred

at a period when the Emperor Rodolph ft ill

lived, and was a fpeclator of thofe difputes,

when the latter might have turned his own

weapon againft him, that of exciting the fub-

je6l to revolt. To avoid this blow, Matthias

accepted the offer which the ftates of Moravia

made of becoming mediators between him and

the Auftrians. A committee of both ftates
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ftflembled -i
t Vienna. '-here the Auflrian depu-

ties held a languar- winch would have ex*O O
cifrd furpr^ic in an Englifh parliament, even irj

Cromwell's time*. < ihc Protefun.
'

laid

they,
" will not be worfe treated than the few

" Catholics in the country. It was by his Pro-
(t teftant nobility that Mattbias overcame the

ft
Emperor; where eighty Papifts were found,

" three hundred Proteftant barons might be
" reckoned. The example of Rodolph fhould

" be a warning to Matthias; he fhould hcware

?? of not too fpeedily relinquifhing the goods
<f of this life for thofe of the other." As the

itates of Moravia, inftead of uling their pri-

vilege as mediators for the Emperor's benefit,

at length embraced the caufe of the Auflriau

Proteftants, as the Union in Germany pre-

pared vigoroufly to fupport them, and as

Matthias feared reprifals on the part of the

Emperor, he was at.length compelled to make

the dcfired declaration in behalf of the Pro?

teftants.

* Had the author been more intimately acquainted witl*

the Englifh hiftory, he would have found it difficult to fay

what fort of language would have appeared ftrange in one

of Cromwell's parliaments : that of common fenfe was per-

jhaps the fcarceft. Tmnf.

Sucfy
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Such behaviour of the Auftrian flates to their

Archduke, ferved as an example to the German

Proteflants in their tranfaclions with the Em-

peror, and promiied them limilar fuccefs. .At

the firft diet at Ratifbon in 1613, where the

moft preffing affairs demanded immediate deci-

Jion a war againft the Turks, and againft

Bethlen Gabor, Prince of Trarjiilvania, who

by Turkifh aid had ufurped that country,

and even threatened Hungary ; under all

thefe circumftances, which required a prompt
and general contribution, the Proteflants, to

the aftoniftiment of all, fuddenly advanced

claims entirely new. The Catholics ft ill re-

tained the moft votes among the princes ; and

as every matter was decided by a plurality of

voices, the Proteflants, however they might be

united, could not rival them. The Catholics

muft now renounce this advantage, and in
:

future no one religious feel: muft poffefs the

privilege of outweighing the other by its majo-

rity of voices. In fact, as the Proteftant reli-

gion was reprefented in the diet, it was to be

underftood that the conftitution of this aflembly
fhould not prevent them from making ufe of

that privilege. Complaints againft the ufurped

jurifdiclion of the Aulic council accompanied
thefe demands, and the deputies of the ftatea

received
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received orders to abftain from all general deli-

berations until they obtained a categorical

anfwer to this preliminary article.

The diet was torn by thefe divifions which

threatened the general meafures. However

iinccrcly the Emperor wiflied to maintain a

balance between both religions, after the ex-

ample of his father Maximilian, the prcfent

conduct of the Proteftants left him only a

ferious alternative. His neceffities required a

general fubfidy, and he could not attach to

bimfclf the one party without becoming ob-

noxious to the other. Unfupported in his here-

ditary dominions, a war with the Proteftants

was too ferious an undertaking. But the

eyes of the Catholic world, which were fixed

on the refolution he would now embrace ; the

remonftrances of the Catholic flates, and thole

of Rome and the court of Spain, rendered it

equally impoiTible for him to favour the Pro-

teltants at the expenfe of the Catholic religion.

The interefls of the Catholics were clofrly con-

nected with the Emperor's authority ; and, were

thefe abandoned, the ecdefialtical princes in

particular enjoyed no further protection againfl

their enemies.

Perceiving
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Perceiving the Emperor undecided, they

thought the period at length arrived, when it

was neceiTary to relieve his defpor-dency. They

accordingly communicated to him the fecret of

their league, its nature, its flrength and re-

fburces. Difcouraging as fuch a difcovery

might be to the Emperor, the profpecl of fo

powerful a fuccour gave him greater courage
to oppofe the Proteftants ; their demands were

rejected, and the diet broke up without coming
to a decifion. But Matthias was himfelf the

fufTerer in this quarrel. The Proteftants with-

drew from him their aid, and left him, though

innocent, to feel the inflexibility of the Catho-

lics,

Meanwhile the ceflation of ho-ftilitics with

the Turks approached to a concluilon, their

conduct became more fufpicious, and an ayma-

ment againft them was neceffary ; the re-

fources which the Emperor could not com-

mand among the itates of the Empire, he was

obliged to wreft from his own. Thefe were

divided into the fame religious parties, and

actuated by the fame fpirit of difcontent, as the

ftates of the Empire ; fo that the Emperor had

equal difficulties ftill to furmount : no one pro-

vince of the Auftrian monarchy would come to

any
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any refolution without confent of the other ;

and a general diet of thefe fiates might foon be

converted into a dangerous confederacy againlt

the Emperor. But at length imperious nccef-

fity compelled him to afTemble the flates of

Auftria, Bohemia, Moravia, &c. at Lintz.

The Emperor left no effort untried to convince

them of the ncceffity of a war with the Turks ;

but when a final refolution was wanting, the

deputies had no inftrudlions. This Auftrian

diet ended as fruitlefsly as that of the Empire,
and the Emperor's good fortune alone extricated

him from his difficulties. The Turks appeared

willing to prolong the cefTation of hoftilitics,

and Bethlcn Gabor was left in quiet pofleffion

of Tranfilvania. The Empire was now fecured

againlt foreign danger, and it flill enjoyed

peace notwithfianding its interior divifions.

The fucceffion of Juliers received, from an un-

expecled accident, a fudden turn. This dutchy

was ft ill ruled in common by the Electoral

Houfe of Brandenburg, and the Count Palatine

of Neuburg ; a marriage between the Prince of

Neuburg and a Princefs of Brandenburg was

to have inseparably united the Intcretls of both

Houfes. But this plan was fruftrated by a box

on the ear, which the Elector of Brandenburg,
.when intoxicated, gave his intended fon-in-law.

This
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This terminated the? good understanding be*

tween both Houfes ; the Prince of Neuburg
embraced popery; a Princefs of Bavaria was

the reward of his apoftacy, and the fupport of

Bavaria and Spain, the natural confequences

of both. To put him in full poffeflion of the

territories ofJuliers, the Spanifh troops marched

from the Netherlands. To rid himfelf of thefe

guefls, the Elector called the Dutch to his

affiftance, whofe affections he expected to

fecure by having embraced the Prefbyterian

religion. Spanifh and Dutch armies appeared,

but, as was foon perceived, only to make their

own conquefts.

The war in the Netherlands feemed ready to

be decided in Germany ; and what combuftibles

were not prepared in this latter Empire already !

The Proteftants, with confirmation, beheld

the Spaniards eftablifh, themfelves on the Lower

Rhine ;- the Catholics, with flill greater fears,

law the Dutch enter the territories of the Em-

pire. It is peculiar to religious wars to reipect:

no boundaries of territory, to endeavour to ex-

tend themfelves in every country, becaufe in

every country they poffefs friends and foes,

where they are only exhauiled by the entire

annihilation, of their adherents. The ftorm

2 which
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which ravaged Germany appeared to gather in

the weft ; confternation and anxiety were

directed to that quarter, but the firft blow was

ftruck to the eaftward.

The tranquillity which Rodolph II.'s letter

of maje/ty had cftabhfhcd in Bohemia, lafted

under the F.dminiftration of Matthias for fome

time, until a new heir to this kingdom was

appointed in the perfon of Ferdinand of Gratz.

This prince, afterwards better known under

the title of Ferdinand II. Emperor of Germany,
had fhown himfelf, by the extirpation of the

Proteftant religion in his territories, an invete-

rate zealot for popery, and was confequently

regarded by the Catholic party of Bohemia as

its moft firm future fupport. The Emperor's

declining ftate of health, and their confidence

of fo powerful a fupport, encouraged the Bohe-

mian Catholics to treat the Proteftants with

great infolence. The Proteftant vafTals of the

Catholic nobility received in particular the

hardcft ulage ; at the fame time many of the

Catholics were fo imprudent as to exprefs

their hopes, and by their threats to excite

among the Proteftants a diftruft of their future

fovereign. But this diftruft would never have

broke
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broke out into open violence, ifparticular attacks

had not encouraged enterpriiing chiefs.

Henry Matthias, Count Thurn, not a native

of Bohemia, but proprietor of fome eftates in

thai kingdom, had, by his zeal for the Protefl-

ant religion, and his enthufiaftic love for his

newly adopted country, gained an entire confi-

dence among the Utraquifis, and this procur-
ed him the greateft authority among them. He
had ferved with reputation againft the Turks,

and by a flattering addrefs he had obtained

the eflcem of the multitude; an ardent impe-
tuous diipolition inclined him to revolutions,

\vhere he could difplay his talents : bold and

thoughtlefs to undertake fchemes which a more

prudent difpofition would have rejected, he was

Sufficiently rafh to indulge his paffions at the

expenfe of thoufands of lives, and furKciently

artful tp acquire an entire afcendancy over the

Bohemians in their prefent fltnation ; he had

already taken the grcatcft fhare in the troubles

of Roclolph's adminiftration, and the letter of

majefty obtained from this Emperor was prin-

cipally owing to him. The Court had entrufted

to him the charter, and the guardianfhip of the

liberties of Bohemia, as Burgrave of CarlnVm ;

but the nation conferred on him a more import-

ant
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ant prerogative, that of defender of its faith.

The ariflocracy, which governed the Emperor,

imprudently attentive to trifling circumftances,

while they overlooked thofe of greater mo-

ment, deprived this nobleman of his office of

burgravc, by which he was rendered independ-

ent of the court, and his attention directed

to the importance of his other title : while his

pride was offended, and his ambition deprived

of all its dangerous appearances. From this

period he was governed only by envy and a

fpirit of revenge ; and a favourable opportunity

foon prefented itfelf to gratify his refentment.

In the letter of majefly which the Bohemians

obtained from Rodolph II. a principal article

remained undecided. Every privilege which

this granted the Proteftants was enjoyed only by
the nobility and the proprietors of eftates ; and

the vaffals in eccleliaftical territories had only

obtained an uncertain toleration. The letter of

majejly alfo made mention only of the ftates and

the borough-towns, whofc magiftrates had the

addrefs to procure themfelves equal privileges

with the nobility. To thefe only it was per-

mitted to build fchools and churches, and to

exercife their religion : in all other towns the

toleration of Proteftantifm was left entirely at

VOL. i. H the
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the difcretion of the Hales. The German ftates,

particularly the fecular, had ufed this privilege

without rcferve : the ecclefiaflical flates, re-

trained by a proclamation of the Emperor Fer-

dinand, had oppofcd this reftriclion. In the

religious peace the difputed points were left

equally undecided as in the letter of majefty ;

and though in the former the conditions were

more explicit, it was uncertain whether they

would be obeyed ; in the latter the whole in-

terpretation was left to the ftates. The vaflals

of Catholic eftates in Bohemia thought them-

felves entitled to equal privileges with thofe

granted to the fubjecls of German biihops in

Ferdinand's declaration ; they efleemed them-

felves on a footing with the borough-towns,

becaufe equally belonging with the latter to the

royal domains. In the little town of Klofler-

grab, fubject to the Archbifhop of Prague, and

in Brunau, which is under the abbot of that

monaflery, the Proteftants laid the foundation

of churches, and notwithftanding the oppoii-

tion of their proprietors, and the Emperor's

difapprobation, completed them.

In the mean time the vigilance of the de-

fenders of liberty began to relax, and the court

imagined it could make fome attempt of im-

portance.
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J>ortance. By the Emperor's orders the church

at Kloftergrab was demolished, that at Brunau.

forcibly fhut up, and the moft turbulent of the

citizens were thrown into prifon. An univerfal

commotion among the Proteftants was the con-

fequence of this Hep : the violation of the letter
1

vf .majefty was loudly exclaimed againft ; and

Count Thurn, who, from his quality of defender

of liberty, was in fome meafure required and ex-

cited by a fpirit of revenge, was bulily occupied
in fomenting the general difcontent. At his

incitation a meeting of deputies was called from

every circle in the kingdom to concert meafures

againft .the common danger. It was here re-

folved to petition the Emperor to releafe the

prisoners* The Emperor's reply, which of-

fended the ftates by being addreffcd to his de-

puty> not to them, reproached them with re-

fractory and rebellious conduct, juflified the

action at Kloftergrab and Brunau by an Impe-

rial mandate, and contained fome threatening

paflages. Count Thurn did not fail to increafe

the bad effect which this Imperial edict had

upon the flates. He pointed out to them the

danger to which all thofe who figned the peti-

tion were expofed, and by fears and animofity

endeavoured to excite them to the moft violent

H ^ refo-



refolutions. To rife in arms againft the Em-

peror was as yet too bold a ftep : by degrees,

however, he led them to it. For 'this purpofe

he laid firft the blame upon the Emperor's

counfellorSj and fpread a report that the pro-

clamation was compofed by the government
of Prague, and only ligned in Vienna. The

public hatred was principally directed to the

Imperial deputy Slavata, who was prefident of

the council, and Baron Martinitz, who, in the

place of Count Thurn, was elected Burgrave
of Carlftein. Both thefe noblemen had already

afforded caufe of fufpicion to the Proteftants,

by refuiing to affift at the debate in which the

letter of majefty was regiftered. Threats were

now uttered to render them anfwerable for

every breach of this letter, arid all the future

fufferings of the Proreftants were not without

reafon attributed to them. Among all the Ca-

tholic proprietors of eflates thefe acled with

moft feverity againft their Proteftant vaflals.

They were accufed of hunting the latter with

dogs into the mafe, and forcing them, by a re-

nunciation of baptifm, marriage, and the fu-

neral fervice, to embrace popery. Two iuch

hated objects were foon defined as a facrifice

to public odium.

i On
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On the 23d of May 1618, the deputies af-

fembled in arms, and in great numbers, at the

Emperor's palace, and forcibly entered the room

where the members of the regency, Stcrnburg,

Martinitz, Lobkowitz, and Slavata, were fit-

ting. With a threatening tone they required

a declaration from each of them whether they

had a (hare in the Emperor's proclamation, or

had given their content to it. Stcrnburg re-

ceived them with moderation, Martinitz an-

fvvered with difdain -.this decided their fate.

Sternburg and Lobkowitz, lefs hated and more

dreaded, were fhown out of the room ; while

Slavata and Martinitz were dragged to a win-

dow, and flung into a ditch eighty feet deep.

The fecretary Fabricius, a creature of both,

was thrown after them. This violent a&ion

excited the attention of all civilized nations.

The Bohemians juftified it as a national cuitoin,

and found nothing fo furpriling as the little mif-

chief which it caufed the fufterers. A dunghill,

on which they fell, had faved their lives.

This rafli action, as might be expected,

could not ingratiate them, with the Emperor :

but Count Thurn was rejoiced to fee matters

come to this length. Having once ventured

upon this ftep, the flates muft commit ftili

H 3 greater
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greater crimes to enfure their own fafefy. By
this act of violence every way to negotiation

was fhut up, and one crime rendered a chain

of others indifpenfable. To juflify the facl,

the reigning power muft be difarmed. Thirty

directors were appointed to commence a regular

infurrecYion. All the revenues and offices of

the army and of the crown were immediately

feized, and the whole Bohemian nation fum-

moned to vindicate their common caufe. The

Jefuits, who were regarded as the authors of

all their grievances, were banifhed ; and the

plates found it neceffary to juftify this meafure

by a formal declaration. All thefe fleps were

taken for the better maintenance of the royal

authority and the laws ; the qfual pretext of

all fortunate rebels *.

The emotion which the Bohemian rebellion

'excited at the Imperial court was not fo violent

as might be expected. The Emperor Matthias

no longer ppfTefTed that resolution which he

had formerly difplayed againft his fovereign, in

depriving him of three crowns. The prudent

* This example was followed fome years after by the par-

liament of Charles I. The artifice of ufing the king's name

and authority againft himfelf was not therefore a new expe^

dient, as Mr. Hume imagines. Tranf.

courage
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courage he had difplayed in his ufurpation for-

fook him in his defence of his pofTeflions. The

Bohemian rebels having rifen in arms, the con-

fequcnces were fuch as might be expecled by
his following their example. But he could not

hope to confine the war to Bohemia : the Pro-

teflants formed a powerful party in his territo-

ries; their common danger might foon unite

them in a powerful republic. If the Protefl-

ants in his territories united againft him, what

oppofition could he make ? Befides that both

parties exhaufled themfelves in a civil war,

every thing was loft by a defeat
; and a victory

over his own fubjects could not be productive,

of advantage.

Confederations of this nature inclined the

Emperor and his council to pacific meafures :

but others attributed to thefe meafures the fuc-

ceeding evils. Archduke Ferdinand of Gratz

rather congratulated the Emperor upon an

event which juftified the utmoft feverity againft

the Protefiants in the eyes of all Europe :

<:
Difobedience, violence, and infurrection," it

was faid,
" were always connected with Pro-

" tcflantifm. Every privilege which the ftates

" had obtained from the prefent and former

*'
Emperors had no other effect than that of

H 4
* in-
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<c
increasing their demands. Their attempt^

" were manifeftly directed againft government,
ee and the heretics proceeded from one ftep to

i{ another to the laft act of violence : their

" next attack would be againft the perfon of
(f the Emperor. What had hitherto been fuf-

" fered was only a juft punifhment for the

t(
lenity with which they had been treated ;

< f their prefent rebellion was a divine work to,

*e fulfil the meafure of their crimes, and ex-
(f hauft the patience of their rulers. Such an
(c

enemy was to be treated with only in arms.

(e Peace was to be eftablifhed only by the

(< total abolition of their dangerous privileges :

* c
it was in the ruin of this feet that the

(t Catholics were to look for fecurity. The
" event of the war was truly doubtful, but in-

<( evitable ruin was the confequence of not en-

(t
gaging in it. The forfeiture of the rebel

*' eftates would defray the expenfes, and the

"
example of executions would effectually ter-

"
rify the other flates."

Againft fuch meafures it was juft that the

Proteflants of Bohemia fhould take up arms,

The infurrcclion was immediately directed, not

againft the Emperor himfelf, who remained

inactive, but againft his prefumptive heir. To
exclude



THIRTY YEARS WAR* 105

exclude this prince from the throne of Bohemia

its inhabitants took up arms even under Mat-

thias ; fo long, however, as this Emperor lived

they contained themfelves within bounds.

But having once begun the infurreclion, the

Emperor could not, confiftcntly with his dig-

nity, fue for peace. Spain offered fubfidies, and

promifed to fupport him with troops from Italy

and the Netherlands ; Count Bucquoi, a native

of Flanders, was appointed generaliffimo of the

Imperial troops, becaufe no native could be

trufted ; and Dampierre, another foreigner,

commanded under him. Before this army was

put in motion the Emperor juftificd his con-

duel by a manifefto. In this he afTured the Bo-

hemians <( he had never formed any defign
c(

againft their liberties; that he held facred

" the letter of majefly \ and that their infurreo

" tion alone forced him to extremities : that

ie he would difband his army fo foon as the

(l Bohemians laid down their arms." This

moderate declaration failed in its purpofe, be-

caufe the chief infurgents concealed from their

followers the Emperor's good intentions. In-

ftead of this, the pulpits and public prints re-

founded with vague rumours and fears of a re-

newal of the fcene of St. Bartholomew's night,

whicfy
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which exSfted only in their own imaginations,
r

All Bohemia, except three towns, Budweifs,

Krummau, and Pilfen, were concerned in the

infurreclion. Thefe three towns, chiefly com-

peted of Catholics, had alone the courage to

hold out for the Emperor, who promifed them

fuccour : but to leave places of fueh importance

in the enemies hands, by which the kingdom
was at all times left open, was a danger too

great to efcape the vigilance of Count Thurn ;

he appeared fuddenly before Budweifs and

Krummau, and expected to force them by ter-.,

ror to farrender : Krummau yielded, but Bud-

weifs obfiinately refilled his attacks.

The Emperor now began to difplay activity

and refolution in his operations. Bucquoi and

Dampierre, at the head of two armies, fell into

Bohemia, which they treated as an enemy's

country : but the Imperial generals found the

road to Prague was attended with more diffi-

culties than they expected ; every pafs and po-

iition they were obliged to gain by force, and

the refinance was increafed by the outrages of

their troops, confiding principally of Walloons

#nd Hungarians, which converted their friends

into enemies. But while his troops entered

Bohemia, the Emperor was ilill inclined to pa-

cific
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cific mcafures. The rebels were excited by

new hopes. The ftates of Moravia efpoufed

their caufe ; and in the pcrfon of Count Manf-

feld there arofe among them a prote&or equally

intrepid and unexpected.

The leaders of the Evangelic Union had be-

held the commotions of the Bohemians with

filcnce, but not with inactivity : both had to

contend in the fame caufe, and againft the

fame enemy ; their fate was united with that of

the Bohemians, and the caufe of that people

was reprefented as that of all the German Pro-

teftants,, True to this principle, the rebels were

encouraged in their prefumption, and a fortu-

nate circumftance enabled them to fulfil their

hopes.

Peter Erneft Count Mansfeld, the fon of

an Auilrian officer of merit, who had ferv-

ed with diftinction in the Spanifh army in

Flanders, was the inftrument of terror to the

Auftrian power in Germany. He had ferved

his firfl campaigns under the Archduke Leo-

pold, in Juliers and in Alface, againft the Pro-

teftant religion : but, gradually gained by the

principles of this doctrine, or the anarchy which

jt feemed to encourage, he deferted a general

\vliQ
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who did not reward him according to his fer-

vices, and attached himfelf with zeal to the

Proteltant faith. He was favoured by a war

which the Duke of Savoy, an ally of the Union,

was delirous of commencing with Spain. An

army of four thoufand men was raifed at the

expenfe of this Duke, to affift the members of

the Union in Germany. Nothing could be

more agreeable to the Bohemians than to be

affifted by troops fupported at foreign expenfe.

Mansfeld received orders to lead this army into

Bohemia, and a manifefto previously iffued

concealed their deftination.

Mansfeld now appeared in Bohemia, and by

taking pofleflion of Pilfen, a town formidable

by its ftrength, and in the Emperor's interefr,

firmly eftablifhed himfelf in that kingdom.
The courage of the rebels was increafed by
fuccours they received from Saxony. Between

thefe and the Imperial troops there were fome

ikirmifhes, which were a prelude to a more fe-

rious war. To check the vivacity of thefe ope-

rations, the interpoiition of Saxony was offered

to the Emperor : but before this negotiation

could be brought to a conclufion he died.
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What had Matthias now done to fulfil

what the expectations of the world, and the

ruin of his predecefibr, required of him ? Was
it worth the pains to obtain Rodolph's throne

with fo much trouble, and leave it with Co

little renown ? So long as Matthias was

fovereign, he was obliged to make facrificcs to

the neceflities which had originally been the

caule of his promotion. To enjoy the regal

dignity fome years fooner, he had facrificed the

independence of his throne ; his immediate fol-

lowers were confined to the authority which

was left him by the ftates. Sickly and childlefs,

lie beheld a fucceffor who impatiently antici-

pated the confequences.

With Matthias the Auflrian line was in a

manner extincl ; for of all the fons of Maxi-

milian, there lived only one, weak and childlefs,

Archduke Albert, in the Netherlands, who had

yielded his right of inheritance to the line of

Gratz. Even the Court of Spain had privately

refigned all its claims to the Auftrian territories

in favour of the Archduke Ferdinand of Styria,

by which the race of Hablburg were to receive

new iircngth in Germany, and the influence

and power of Auftria a renewal.

Ferdinand
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Ferdinand was the fon of the younger brotlieT

of Maximilian II. Archduke ofCarniola, Styria,

and Carinthia, and a princefs of Bavaria. Hav-

ing loft his father at twelve years of age, his

mother delivered him to her brother William,

Duke of Bavaria, who had him educated at the

academy of Ingoldfladr, nnder the Jefuits. The

principles which he here imbibed from the con-

verfation of a prince who had abdicated his

government from motives of devotion, may be

eafily conceived. On the one fide he was

fhown the deteftation in which Maximilian held

the new doctrines, and the confufion which

reigned among the Proteftants; on the other

fide he was promifed the affection of the Bava-

rians, and the zealous fupport of its princes in

the extirpation of herefy. To the choice of

either he muft refolve himfelf.

Formed in this fchool to be a champion ofthe

faith, and an inflrument of the church, he left

Bavaria after five years refidence there, to take

upon himfelf the adminiflration of his heredi-

tary dominions. The flates of Carniola, Styria,

and Carinthia, who required him to confirm

the toleration of their religion before they did

homage, received for anfwer, that the former

was wholly unconnected with the latter; the

oath
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oath of allegiance was unconditionally de-

manded, and actually taken. Several years,

however, elapled before he began to execute

the fchemcs which he had formed at Ingold-

ftarli ; he firft had the precaution to offer up

hi-; devotions at the fhrine of the Virgin Mary,

at Lorctto, and to obtain at Rome the bene-

didtion of Pope Clement VIII.

To expel the Protefiants from a country

where they formed the more numerous body,

and where they were formerly tolerated by an

edict of Ferdinand's father, mufl appear a

tyrannical act ; and fo folemn a grant of tole-

ration could not be repealed without danger :

but this pupil of the Jefuits was to be deterred

by no difficulties. The example of other dates,

both Catholic and Proteftant, who exercifed

the right of making converts in their territories,

and the manner in which the dates of Styria

abufed 'the privilege of toleration, muftjuftify

this violent action. The rules of prudence and

good fenfe, though even functioned by law,

were disregarded. In profecuting this unjuft

undertaking, it inuft be con felled that Fer-

dinand difplayed an extraordinary courage and

firmncfs; without having recourfe to fevere or

cruel ineafures, he fupprdlbd the Proteftants

in
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in one city after another ; and in a few years,

to the aftonifhment of all Germany, brought

his fchemes to a conclulion.

But while admired by the Catholics as their

champion and hero, the Proteftants began to

combine againft him as their moft formidable

enemy. Matthias had met with little oppo-
lition from the ftates of Auftria, and had re-

ceived the crown of Bohemia under no very

confiderable reftriclions; their attention was,

excited when they found the evil confequences

of his meafures as Emperor ; and a number of

projects in his hand-writ ing, which difplayed

no good will towards them, raifed their confler-

nation to the utmoft : they were chiefly alarmed

at a fecret family compact with Spain, in which

the Emperor had bequeathed to that crown, in

default of male ifTue, the kingdom of Bohemia,

without confulting the nation or regarding its

elective rights. The numerous enemies which

this prince had made hirnfelf by his reforms in

Styria among the Proteftants, were of the worlt

confequence to him in Bohemia ; and feveral

Styrians who had emigrated to this latter coun-

try were particularly active in exciting the

flames of revolt. Thus ill affected did Fer-

dinand
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find the Bohemian people on his accef-

tfon.

So bad an undemanding between the people

and the candidate for the throne, would have

raifed a florm in the moft peaceable fucceffion,

but much more at this period, when the

nation had rcfumed their dignity and afferted

their native rights, and when, with arms in

their hands, and encouraged by their internal

union and by promifes of foreign affiftance,

they afTured themielves of fuccefs. Diffegard-

ing Ferdinand's claims, they declared their

throne vacant, and themfelves fully releafed

from theit former election. No way of nego-

tiation was left ; and if Ferdinand was to poi-

fefs the crown of Bohemia, it muft be either at

the expenfe of all the power which alone renders

a crown acceptable, or he muft conquer that

kingdom by force of arms.

But means of conquer! were not ealily found

in his convulfed dominions. Silelia had joined
in the infurreclion of Bohemia, and Moravia

was prepared to follow its example ; a ftrong

oppofition prevailed in Upper and Lower Auf-

trfo, whofe ftates declined doing homage ;

Hungary was threatened- with an irruption by
VOL. i. i Bethlen



1*4 HISTORY OF THE

Bethlen Gabor, Prince of Tranfilvania ; fecret

preparations among the Turks filled the eaftern

provinces with confternation. To crown thefe

misfortunes, the Proteftants had made an in-

furreclion in his hereditary dominions. In thefe

the Proteftants formed the more numerous

body, and they chiefly poflefled the revenues

by which Ferdinand was to carry on the war :

the neutral became irrefolute, the faithful fub-

jecls were difcouraged, and refolution adhered

only to the turbulent ; one half of Germany

encouraged the rebels, the other calmly awaited

the event. Spanifh aid was difiant ; the pre-

fent moment menaced him with ruin, and he

was threatened with the vengeance of injured

freedom in the height of its fuccefs.

PrefTed by neceffity, he now made offers of

peace to the Bohemians, which they rejected

with difclain. Count Thurn, at the head of an

army, entered Moravia to bring the refolutiona

of this country, which alone flill feemed to

waver, to a decifion. The appearance of an

enemy was to the Moravian Proteftants the

iignal of rebellion ; Bruenn was taken, the

whole country yielded, and both government
and religion were changed throughout the pro-

Tince. The infurrection made rapid ilrides in

Upper
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tipper Aufiria, where a powerful party favoured

it.
" There was to be in future no diftindtion

" between religions ; both ihould be on an
"

equal footing : a foreign force was railing to

"
opprels the Bohemians: they would be aveng-

"
ed, and purfue the enemies of liberty to the

" utmoft limits of the earth." Sue h was the

tone held out ; not an arm was raifed in thfe

Arckduke's defence, and the rebels at length

encamped before Vienna, in order to befiege

their fovereign.

Ferdinand had fent his children from Gratz,

where they were no longer fafe, to Tirol ; he

himfelf awaited the infurgents in his capital.

A handful of troops was all he could oppofe to

theenraged multitude, neither could any depend-
ence be placed in thefe, being in want of pay,

and even of bread. Vienna could not be ex-

peeled to fuftain a long liege ; the ProtefianU

formed the ftrongeft party in the town, and

were ready to join the Bohemians ; thofe of

the country had begun to afiemble troops.

The people already thought they faw the Em-

peror fhut up in a monastery, his territories

divided, and his children become Proteftants.

Betrayed by private, and furrounded by open

enemies, he hourly faw a more dangerous abyfs

i 2 before
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before him. The Bohemians fired upon the

Imperial palace, which was forcibly entered by
iixteen Auftrian Barons, who endeavoured to

extort the Emperor's confent to a confederacy

with the rebels of Bohemia. One of thefe

proceeded fo far as to feize him by the button

of his waiftcoat, and alked,
"

Ferdinand^ ivilt

"
thoufignitr*

Who could be cenfured for yielding under

fuch defperate circuraflances ? But Ferdinand

reflected on his dignity. No alternative re-

mained for him but flight or deceit ; to the one

he was advifed by men of fenfe, to the other

by priefts. By abandoning Vienna, it fell into

the hands of his enemies; Auftria was loft,

and with it the Imperial throne ; Ferdinand

would not leave his capital, and yet fcorned to

liften to an accommodation. It muft be con-

fefied that his conduct upon this occafion did

honour to the Jefuits, who infpired him with

fuch fentiments in his youth.

The Archduke was engaged in an altercation

with the deputed Barons when the trumpets
founded on a fudden in the palace-yard ; the

confternation was univerfal, a dreadful report

overlpread the palace, the deputies fled one

after
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after the other, and many of the nobility were

feen taking refuge in Thurn's camp. This

important change was effected by a regiment

of Dampierre's cuiraffiers, who entered the city

to defend the peribn of the Archduke ; they were

foon followed by infantry, and by many Catholic

citizens encouraged by this reinforcement;

even the itudents armed themfelves. To a

report which fpread beyond Bohemia he owed

his fafety ; the Flemifh general, Bucquoi, had

totally defeated Count Mansfeld at Budweifs,

and was proceeding againfl Prague. The Bohe-

mians now fpeedily broke up thejr camp, to fave

their capital.

The paiTes ofwhich the enemy had taken pof-

feflion, to prevent Ferdinand from proceeding

to his coronation at Frankfort, were now

abandoned. The pofleflion of the Imperial

throne was never of fo much confcquence to

the King of Hungary as at prefent, when the

title of Emperor added dignity to his perfon,

feemed to juftify his caufe, and to promife him

faccour from the Empire. But the lame cabal

which oppofed him in his hereditary dominions,

alfo purfued him in canvafling for the Imperial

authority ; it was refolved that no Auftrian

prince fhould mount the Emperor's throne, at

i 3 leaft
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leaft Ferdinand, the determined enemy of the

Proteftant religion, the Have of Spain, and of

the Jefuits. To prevent this, even during the

life of Matthias, the Imperial throne had been

offered to the Duke of Bavaria, and on his

declining it to the Duke of Savoy. As the

conditions could not be fo readily fettled with

the latter, it was refolved to delay his election

until fome decifive blow was ftruck in Bohemia

or Auitria, which would annihilate all the hopes
ofFerdinand, and incapacitate him for this dig-

nity. The members of the Union made great

efforts to attach Saxony, which was in the

Auftrian intereft, to themfelves, and to repre-

fent to this court the dangers with which the

Emperor's principles and his Spanifh alliance

threatened both the Protejftant religion and the

conftitution of the Empire. By promoting the

acceffion of Ferdinand to the Imperial throne,

they laid hecfpoufed that prince's private quar-

rel, and drew on himfelf the indignation of

Bohemia. But notwithstanding all oppofition,

the election of Ferdinand was refolved, as law-

ful Kino; of Bohemia, arid his vote in the Col-

lege of Electors declared valid, notwithHanding
the oppofition of tne Bohemians. He was

mafter of the three eccleliafiical voices, and

Saxony favoured him ; Brandenburg did
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not oppofe him, and by a plurality of voices

he was elected Emperor in 1619. The molt

uncertain of all his crowns he at length obtain-

ed, but only to lofe it in a few days after he had

thought it the beft fecured of all his pofTeffions.

While crowned Emperor at Frankfort, in

Prague he abdicated the Bohemian throne.

Almoft all his German dominions now
entered into a formidable confederacy with

the Bohemians, whofe violence exceeded all

rcalbnable bounds. On the iyth of Auguft

1619, a general diet formally declared the

Emperor an enemy to the Bohemian religion

and liberty, by his pernicious counfels to the

late King, his furnifhing troops to invade them,

introducing foreigners to ravage the country;
and by his late contempt of the national inde-

pendence in entering into a fecret compact with

Spain, to have forfeited all title to the crown ;

and proceeded to a new elcdion. As this

revolution was made by Proteftants, the choice

of a Ibvereign could not fall upon Catholic

princes ; though, to fave appearance, and di-

minifh, ifpoffible, the number of their enemies,

Bavaria and Savoy had fome votes in their

favour. But the violent animofities which

divided the Calvinitts and Lutherans, rendered

j 4 the
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the election, even of a Proteftant king, for a

considerable time difficult, until at length the

activity and addrefs of the Calvinifts prevailed

over their Lutheran antagonifls.

Among the princeSswho had any pretenfions

to this dignity, the Elector Palatine, Frederic V.

had the greateft claim to the confidence and

gratitude of the Bohemians ; and there was no

other under whofe adminiftration individual

intereits could fo effectually promote them-

felves. Frederic V. poffeffed a lively difpofi-

tion, uncommon goodnefs of heart, and great

munificence ; he was at the head of the Union

in Germany, the leaders of which were at his

difpofal; a near relative to the Elector of

Bavaria, againft whofe dangerous neighbour-
hood he might poffibjy fecure the country, and

a fon-in-law to the King of Great Britain, who,

could powerfully fupport him. All thefe advan-

tages were feized by the Calvinifts, and Fre-

deric V. was elected and folemnly invefted with

the crown of Bohemia.

The proceedings of the diet of Prague were

premeditated, and Frederic had been too active

to receive their offers with furprife ; ncverthe-

lefe the immediate weight of a crown intimi-

dated
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.dated him, and the double extent of his ele-

vation and his mifdemeanour fhook hispufilla-

nimity.

After the ufual example of weak fouls, he

was willing to learn the opinions of foreign

powers on this attempt ; yet ft ill he yielded to

his paffions. Saxony and Bavaria, which he

confulted together with all his brother electors,

warned him againil the danger to which he

expofed himfelf; even his father-in-law, King

James of England, rather chofe to have him

deprived of a crown, than to offend the facred

majefty of kings by fo bad an example.

But prudential confederations were of little

weight againft paffion and a fenfe of honour.

After rejecting a race which had governed them,

for two centuries, a powerful nation had placed

him at their head ; confident in his refolution,

they had chofen him as their leader in the dan-

gerous career of fame and liberty ; the adhe-

rents of an opprefled religion expected from

him favour and protection. Could he in fuch

circumflances betray appreheniion, and aban-

don the caufe both of religion and freedom ?

This nation difplayed to him their ilrength,

and the weaknefs of their enemies ; two-thirds

of
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of its force armed againlt Auftria, and a for-

midable confederacy appeared ready in Tran-

iilvania to employ its remaining Strength. Were

not thefe profpecls calculated to excite his

ambitious views, and fuch hopes to infpire him

with refolution ?

A few moments of reflection would, how-

ever, have fufficed to instruct him in the great-

nefs of his attempt and the fmalinefs of its

reward ; but encouragement inflamed his ambi-

tion, and the confequences did not appear to

his prudence. It was his misfortune, that his

moft intimate friends only excited his paffions ;

the aggrandizement of their fovereign's power

gave his Palatine fervants a wide field for

extortion ; the triumph of his church inflamed

every Calvinift with enthufiafm. It was alfo

natural that fo weak a mind fhould yield to

the flattery of his counfellors, who constantly

magnified his authority and leSTened that of

his enemy ; the exhortations of his chaplains

perfuaded him that the impulfe of their fanati-

cal zeal proceeded immediately from heaven ;

aftrological reveries filled him with chimerical

hopes, and he was even feduced from the rules

of prudence by the invincible force of love.

" You have efpouicd the daughter of a king/'

I faid
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faid his Eleclrefs to him,
" and yet fcruple to

"
accept a throne which is mianim ufly otFered

" to you ; for my part, I would rather cat

"
plain bread at a royal, than feafl fumptuouily

" at an electoral table *."

Frederic accepted the crown of Bohemia;

his coronation was celebrated at Prague with

unexampled pomp, and the nation difplaye!

all its riches to honour its own work. Silefia

and Moravia followed the example of Bohemia,

and yielded homage to the new king. The

Reformation overfpread the country, the re-

joicings were boundlefs, and their refpecl for

their new fovereign approached nearly to ador-

ation. Denmark and Sweden, Holland and

Venice, with feveral German flates, acknow-

ledged him as legitimate fovereign, and Fre-

deric prepared to maintain his new crown.

His greateft expectations were placed on

Bethlen Gabor, Prince of Tranfilvania. This

formidable enemy of Auftria and of the Catholic

religion, not fatisfied with having wrefted his

* Thefe were the ftntitnents which fhe imbibed at the

court of her father, James I.
;
fentiments he could infpre,

but would not fupporr her in
j and he lhamefally abandoned

her to her fate. Tranf.
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principality, by the aid of the Turks, from its

lawful prince, Gabriel Bathori, embraced this

opportunity with eagernefs to aggrandize him-

felf at the expenfe of the Emperor, who refufed

to acknowledge him as fovereign of Tranlil-

vania. An attack upon Hungary and Aurrria

was concerted with the Bohemian rebels, when

both armies were to have marched to the capital.

In the mean time Gabor concealed the true

motive of his warlike preparations under the

mafk of friendship ; and artfully promifed the

Emperor, under the appearance of affifting

them, to lead the Bohemians into a fnare, and

deliver up their leaders alive to him.

On a fudden the enemy entered Upper Hun-

gary, preceded by terror and followed by de-

vaftation ; every thing yielded before him, and

he even received the crown of Hungary at

Prefburg. The Emperor's brother, governor

of Vienna, trembled for the fafety of that capi-

tal ; without delay he called General Bucquoi
to his affiftance. The abfence of the Imperialifls

brought the Bohemian army a fecond time be-

fore Vienna ; reinforced by 12,000 Traniilvani-

ans, and foon afterjoined by me victorious troops

of Bethlen Gabor, it threatened Vienna anew.

The country was laid wafte to the gates of that

city,
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city, the navigation of the Danube clofed, fup-

plies cut off, and the terrors of a famine were

foon felt. Ferdinand, whom the impending

danger had haftened back to his capital, faw

himfelf a fecond time at the brink of deflruc-

tion ; a fcarcity of provifions, and the incle-

mency of the weather, at length compelled the

Bohemians to difperfe. A check in Hungary
recalled Bethlen Gabor, and fortune faved the

Emperor a fecond time.

In a fhort period the fcene was changed;
Ferdinand improved by an acYive prudence
the fituation of his affairs; while Frederic,

by indolence and impolitic meafures, deftroyed

his own. The flates of Lower Aufltria were,

by a confirmation of their privileges, indu-

ced to return to their allegiance ; fuch as re-

fufed were outlawed, and declared guilty of

high treafon. By degrees the Emperor obtained

a firm footing in his hereditary dominions, and

then neglected no effort to procure foreign

affiftance; he had already, at the coronation

at Frankfort, received the verbal affurance of

the ecclefiaftical electors, and that of Maxi-

milian Duke of BaVaria, at Munich, to efpoufe

his caufe. The fate of Ferdinand and of Fre-

deric depended upon the fhare which the

League
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League and the Union would take in this war.

It appeared to be the intereft of all the Protcft-

ants in Germany to fupport the Bohemian King ;

the Catholics were equally interefted in main-

taining the Emperor's authority from ruin : by

prevailing in Bohemia, the Proteflants would

infpire all the eccleliailical princes in Germany
with terror ; by their defeat, the Emperor
would be enabled to di&ate to the Proteftant

powers of the Empire. Ferdinand, therefore,

put the League, and Frederic the Union, in

motion. The near alliance and pertbnal attach-

ment which the Duke of Bavaria bore the

Emperor, his brother in law, with whom he

was educated at Ingoldftadt ; zeal for the Catho-

lic church, which was apparently in danger \

the inlinuations of the Jeluits, joined to the

fufpicious proceedings of the Union, induced

the former, together with all the princes of the

League, to efpoufe the Emperor's quarrel.

After having regulated the future grant of

fupplies for carrying on the war, and the indem-

nification of all lories, Maximilian afTumed the

unlimited command of the army of the League,
which was put in motion to affifl the Emperor

againit the rebels of Bohemia.

The
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The leaders of the Union, inftead of endea-

vouring to prevent the League from uniting
with the Emperor, on the contrary promoted
it. If they could bring the League to take

part in the war of Bohemia, it was but juft they

Ihould follow the example ; without the open

hoftility of the Catholics againft the Union,
the Prpteftants could expect to form no effec-

tual confederacy. They chofe the important

conjuncture of the Bohemian league to

demand redrefs from the Catholics for the

grievances under which they had laboured, and

an entire toleration of their religion. Thefe de-

mands, made in a deciiive tone, were levelled

againfi the Duke of Bavaria, who was at the

head of the Catholics, and they required an

immediate and deciiive anfwer. Whether Maxi-

milian declared for or againft them, their point

was gained ; his conceffion deprived the Catho-

lics of their moft powerful fupporter, his refufal

armed the entire Proteftant party, and ren-

dered inevitable a war by which they hoped to

attain their ends. Maximilian, firmly attached

to the oppofite party, took their demands as a

formal declaration of war, and haftened hofti-

lities. While Bavaria and the Catholics were

now in arms for the Emperor, applications

were made to Spain for fubfidies ; the difficul-

ties
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ties which were caufed in this negotiation by
the indolence of the Spanifh miniftry, wer6

fortunately furmounted by the Imperial ambaf-

lador at Madrid, Count Kevenhuller. Befides

a fupply of a million of florins, which were

obtained gradually from that Court, it was

refolved at the fame time to attack the Lower

Palatinate from the Spanifh Netherlands.

While they endeavoured to draw into the

League all the Catholic powers, the Froteitants

laboured with equal zeal to augment their con-

federacy. The Elector of Saxony and feverai

other Proteftant ftates imagined it was the

intention of the League to deprive them of the

fecularized chapters. The former was how-

ever, pacified by a written affurance from

Auftria to the contrary, and he was already

inclined towards the latter caufe, from his pri-

vate jealoufy of the Palatine Elector, the exhort*-

ations of his chaplain, who was in the pay of

Auftria, and the mortification of not being fet

up a candidate for the crown of Bohemia*

The fanaticifm of the Lutherans could never

forgive fo many extenfive territories for having

embraced Calvinifm, and fubftituted the Hel-

vetian Antichrift for the Roman.

4 While
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While Ferdinand made every effort to ame-

liorate his condition, Frederic acted in the very

oppolite manner. By his clofe connexion with

the Prince of Tranfilvania, the avowed ally of

the Turks, he afforded a caufe of jealoufy to

weak minds ; and he was arc ufed of gratifying

his ambition at the expenfe of ChriiTendom,

and arming the Turks againft Germany. His

blind zeal for Calvinifm was difagrecable to the

Lutherans in Bohemia, while his deftruction

of their images incenfed the Papifts of that

kingdom againfl him ;
new impofls loft him

the affeclion of the people; the dilappointed

ambition of the Bohemian nobles abated their

zeal in his caufe, and the want of foreign aid

rendered them more circumfpect. Infiead of

devoting his time to the administration, Frederic

deftined it to his amufements ; inllead of aug-

menting his treafure by a prudent economy,
he laviflied his revenues in theatrical pomp and

ill directed largeifes ; his new dignity infpired

him with a carelefs levity, and in the intoxica-

tion of fuccefs he neglected to lecure the pof-

feflion of his crown.

So much were men difappointed in their

expectations of him, and fo much did he

deceive himfelf with the hope of foreign affift-

TOL. i. K ance !
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ance ! Moft of the members of the Union

were diverted from its original intent by the

occurrences in Bohemia ; others were overawed

by the Emperor. Ferdinand had gained over

Saxony and HefFe Darmfiadt to his party ;

Lower Auftria, whence the greatefl diverfton

was'expecled, fubmitted to the Emperor; Beth-

len Gabor concluded a truce with him ; the

Cor.rt of Vienna, by means of embaffies, fuc-

ceeded in prevailing on the Danes to remain

ina<Siive, and Sweden was occupied by a war

in Poland. The Dutch republic with difficulty

fupported itfelf againft the Spanim arms;

Venice and Savoy remained inactive ; King

James of England was over-reached by the

artifice of Spain. Friends and hopes vanifhed,

the one after the other. So rapid was the alter-

ation in the fpace of a few months !

Meanwhile the leaders of the Union afTem-

bled their army, and thole of the League fol-

lowed their example. The troops of the latter

were at Donauwerth, under the orders of

the Duke of Bavaria ; thofe of the Union at

Ulm, under the Margrave of Anfpach. The
deciiive momelit appeared at length to have

arrived when the divilions of the Empire would

be terminated by a deciiive battle, and the future
'

condition
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condition of both religions irrevocably fettled;

the expectations of all parties were raifed to the

utmoft. How much were men aftonifhed when

the news of peace arrived, and both armies dif-

banded without flriking a blow !

The mediation of France effected this peace,

which was equally acceptable to both parties.

The French miniftry, no longer directed by a

Henry the Great, whofe maxims were not, per-

haps, adapted to the prefent condition of that

monarchy, now feared the increasing power of

Auftria much lefs than that of the Calvinifts,

if the Elector Palatine remained on the throne

of Bohemia. England being engaged in a

dangerous contcft with its own Calvinift fub-

jecls, it had no nearer view than the fuppreffion

of the Proteftants in Bohemia, before the

Hugonots fhould follow the example of that

party. To facilitate the conquefl of Bohemia

to Ferdinand, it had interpofed its mediation,

and obtained an unexpected treaty, the chief

article of which was,
" That the Union fhould

" renounce all interference in the tranfactions

" of Bohemia, and confine the aid which they
" were to afford Frederic V. to his Palatine

" territories." The Duke of Bavaria's firm-

nefs, and their apprehenlions of an army of

K 2 Spaniards,



Spaniards, which was on its march from the

Netherlands, prevailed upon the leaders of the

Union to conclude this fhameful treaty.

The Emperor was now at liberty to employ
the whole force of Bavaria and of the League

againft the Bohemians, who, by the pacifica-

tion of Ulm, were abandoned to their fate.

By a rapid movement, and before intelligence

of this treaty could arrive there, the Duke of

Bavaria appeared in Lower Auftria, where the

ftates, aftonifhed, and prepared for no enemy,

purchafed the Emperor's favour by an imme-

diate and unlimited fubmiffion. Here he called

the troops of the Low Countries, under Count

Bucquoi, to his affiftance ; and this united

Imperial-Bavarian army, 50,000 men flrong,

Immediately fell into Bohemia. They drove

before them all the Bohemian parties which

were fpread over Lower Auftria and Mora-

via ; every town that attempted reliltance was

taken by ftorm ; and the reft, from fear of

chaftifement, voluntarily fubmitted. The Duke's

progrefs was uninterrupted ; the Bohemian

army, commanded by the brave Prince Chrif-

tian of Anhalt, retired to the neighbourhood of

Prague, where the Duke of Bavaria gave them

battle.

The
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The had condition in which he expected to

find the army of the rebels, juftified this rapi-

dily in the Duke's motions, and affured him

the victory. Frederic had not aflembled 30,000
men ; the Prince of Anhalt brought 8000,

and Bethlen Gabor 10,000 men to his affiit-

ancc. An irruption of the Elector of Saxony
into Lufatia had deprived him of the fuccour

which he expeded from that country and from

Silefia, to enable him to fubdue Auftria ; Beth-

len Gabor, his mofl powerful ally, remained

tranquil, the Union having betrayed him to the

Emperor. Frederic had nothing remaining
but Bohemia, and this kingdom wanted fide-

lity, union, and courage ; the Bohemian rebels

were offended at being fubje&ed to German

generals, and Count Mansfeld remained in

Pilfen, at a diftance from the camp, to avoid

the mortification of ferving under Anhalt and

Hohenlo. The foldiers, in want of neceffaries,

loft courage, and loud complaints were made

by the inhabitants of their want of fubordi-

nation. It was in vain that Frederic made his

appearance in the camp to infpirc the nobles by
his example.

The Bohemians began to intrench themlelvcs

on the White Mountain near Prague, when

K 3 the



134 HISTORY OF THE

the united Imperial-Bavarian armies attacked

them on the 8th of November 1620. In the

beginning of the action fome advantages were

obtained by the Prince of Anhalt's cavalry,

but thefe were foon counterbalanced by the

fuperior numbers of the enemy ; the fhock of

the Bavarians and Walloons was irrefiftible,

and the Hungarian horfe were the firft who

abandoned the field of battle ; their example
was followed by the Bohemian infantry, and

the -Germans were at length drawn into uni-O

yerfal confuiion ; ten cannon, in which con-

lifted all Frederic's artillery, fell into the ene-

my's hands; four thoufand Bohemians were

killed upon the fpot ; only a few hundred Im-

perialifts and troops of the League fell. In

lefs than an hour this decilive battle was

ended *.

* With this battle terminated for ever the liberties ofBohe-

mia. It is to be remarked, that this people, who had fhown fb

early an attachment to civil and religious liberty, are now the

moft flavifh in the Emperor's dominions : fo much does op-

preffion degrade the mind ! Their misfortune was, not to

have elected for king a prince of Saxony, inftead of the timid

Frederic. It is alfo to be remarked, that this people, fo

ftupidly obedient, form at this day the beft difciplined and

the moft intrepid foldiers in the Auitrian army. Habits of

obedience to their lords, and veneration for their fovereign,

fupply the place of patriotifm. Tranf.

Frederic
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Frederic beheld from Prague the defeat of his

army. Apprehenfive of no attack, he had ou

this day ordered an entertainment ; he was at

length aroufed on beholding the ilanghter of

his troops. He requefied a ceffation of hotti-

lities for twenty-four hours : eight was all the

Duke -of Bavaria would grant him. Frederic

took advantage of thefe to fly from Prague in

the night, accompanied by his queen and the

chiefs of his army ; their departure was effected

in fuch hafte, that the Prince of Anhalt forgot

his private papers, and Frederic his crown.
* l

I know not what I am," faid that unfortu-

nate prince to thofe who adminiftered confola-

tion to him :
" there are virtues which we are

"
taught -by adverlity, and it is only from

" misfortune that we princes acquire a know-
<e

ledge of our own characters."

Prague was not yet totally loft without Fre-

deric's pusillanimity ; Mansfeld's corps was ftill

at Pilfen, and was not engaged in the action ;

Bethlen was" enabled to commence hoftili-

ties, and draw the Emperor's army to the bor-

ders of Hungary; the vanquifhed Bohemians

could recover themfelves ; lickncfs, hunger,

the inclemency of the weather, might defeat

K 4 tlw
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the .enemy: but thefe hopes were extinguished

by the immediate confternation.

Frederic dreaded the inconftancy of the Bo-

hemians, who, by the delivery of his perfon,

might be tempted to leek the Emperor's par-

don.

Thurn, and thofe of his party who were

equally obnoxious, found it imprudent to await

their deftiny within the walls of Prague. They
took refuge in Moravia, and foon after in

Traniilvania. Frederic lied to Breflau, where,

after remaining a fhort time, he removed to the

court of the Elector of Brandenburg, and iron}

thence to Holland.

The battle of Prague had decided the fate of

Bohemia. Prague furrendered the next day to

the conquerors, and its example was followed

by the remaining towns of the kingdom. The

ilates yielded unconditionally ; Moravia and

Sileiia followed their example. The Emperor
fuffered three months to elapfe before he took

cognifance of paft events. Many of th. <e

who had fled in the beginning now appeared

in the capital, full of confidence in this appa-
rent clemency : but the ftorm luddenly arofe ;

forty-
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forty-eight of the principal rebels were arreited

and tried before an extraordinary commiffion,

compofed of native Auftrians and Bohemians;

tvu nty-fcven expired on the fcaffold ; an

incredible number of the common people were

executed. The emigrated were cited to appear;
and as they did not preient thcmfelves, tbey were

declared guilty of high ireafbn, condemned to

death, their eitates confifcated, and their names

affixed to the gallows : the efiates of dcceafed re-

bels were even confifcated : this was, however,

the more tolerable, becaufe the plunder of one

individual enriched another. But oppreffion was

extended to the whole kingdom, and foon after

to the whole Empire, from which both the

Proteftant parties were expelled. Ferdinand

tore the letter of niajefty with his own hand, and

burned the feal. Seven years after the battle

of Prague every indulgence was withdrawn

from the Bohemian Proteftants. But while fo

ievere againft their religion, he was referved

towards their civil conftitution, and he ma-c
nanimoufly permitted the Bohemians to tax

themfelves.

The victory of Prague put Ferdinand in poi-

fcffion of all his dominions, and even increafed

his authority beyond that of his prcdeceflbrs.

By
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By it his deiires were gratified beyond bis raoft

fanguine expectations.

It was now in bis power to difniifs his allies,

and his army. At all events the war was at an

end : and, if juft and merciful, he would defift

from oppreffion. The fate of Germany was

now in his hands, and the happinefs or milery

of many millions of people depended upon the

meafures he would follow. But the intoxica-

tion of fuccefs never caufed more dreadful con-

fequences.
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BOOK II.

JL HE refolution which Ferdinand now em-

braced changed both the direction and the

fcene of the war. From a war in Bohemia, and

the challifement of the rebels, its flames were

foon extended to Germany, and fpeedily after

to all Europe. It may not be improper, at this

period, to take a view of the ftate of affairs in

the Empire, and in the reft of Europe.

The Catholics and Proteflants were fo di-

vided in Germany, that each party required /

the clofefl union to maintain itfelf againft the

other. If the Catholics were the more nume-

rous party, and the moft favoured by the con-

flitution of the Empire, the Proteflants had

the advantage of poffeffing a more compact
and populous territory, able princes, large

armies, flourifhing free cities, together with the

command of the ica, befides, at the worfl ex-

tremity,
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tremjty, being fecure of a ftrong fupport in the

Catholic countries. Should the Catholics arm

Spain and Italy in their favour, the Proteftants

could call to their aid the republics of Holland

and Venice, the northern powers, and the more

formidable one of the Turks. Brandenburg,

Saxony, and the Palatinate oppofed three Pro-

teftant votes to three Catholic electorates, and

the character of Emperor was a check upon
the electorate of Bohemia, if the Proteftants

thought proper to exert their tirength. The

power of the Union might ealily counterba-

lance that of the League, or, if a war actually

broke out, render its hTue doubtful. But pri-

vate diffenfions deftroyed the political union

which the Proteftant ftates had formed among
themfelv.es. The critical moment was neglected,

becaufe thofe who had the courage to profit by
it wanted power, and thofe who poffelTed abi-

lity wanted vigour.

By the merits of his anceftor Maurice, the

extent of his territories, and the weight of his

influence, the Elector of Saxony was naturally

regarded as the head of the Proteftants in Ger-

many. On his influence depended the decilion

of the vidtory which either party was to obtain:

neither was John George, the prefent Elector,

infenlible
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infenfible to the advantages which his prefent

lituation might obtain. He openly rejected a

neutrality between both parties, determined to

devote himfelf entirely to one, and either, by

declaring for the Emperor, to attach that prince

to him from mo'ives of gratitude, or by an op-

pofite conduct to intimidate him. Governed

neither by that religious or romantic cnthu-

fiafm which led fo many fovereigns to rifk both

their lives and authority, John George wifely

adopted prudential maxims of policy. He was

accufed of betraying the caufe of the Proteft-

ants ; of having preferred the aggrandizement

of his own power to the fafety of his country ;

of having expofed all the Proteftants of Ger-

many, from hatred to the Calvinifts ; and,

by his fufpicious conduct, of having caufed

them more evil than by his open enmity. But

the princes who made thofe complaints were

imprudent in not purfuing the politics of this

Elector. If the Saxons deplored the cruelties

which attended the Emperor's progrefs, if all

Germany faw how Ferdinand deceived his al-

lies and violated his promifes, if the Elector

himfelf at length perceived it, it was the more

Ihameful for the Emperor to abufe the confi-

dence placed in him.

While
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While the Elector of Saxony was retrained

within bounds by his too great reliance on the

Houfe of Auitria, and his hopes of increafing

his dominions, the fear of Aufiria, and the

apprehenfions of lofing his electorate, retained

the weak George William of Brandenburg in

a difgraceful awe. The ^lector Palatine had

even by his ruin preferred himfelf and his

people from the reproaches which were made

to both thofe princes. Rafh expectations, a

vain reliance on his firength, and the alluring

profpect of a crown, had impelled that unfor-

tunate prince to an undertaking to which nei-

ther his genius nor his power were equal. By
the divifion of his territories, and the bad un-

derfianding of his fervants, the power of the

Palatinate was enfeebled, which, under proper

direction, might have itill rendered the war a

long time doubtful.

Even this participation of his territories alfo

hurt the princes of HeiTe, by the enmity which

their difference of religion caufed between the

Houfes of Caffel and Darmfladt. The latter

adhered to the confeffion of Augfburg, and put
itfelf under the Emperor's protection, who fa-

voured it at the expenfe of the Calvinifls of

Caffel. While the adherents of his religion

a fought
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fought for liberty of confcience, George Land-

grave of Darmftadt received fubfidies from the

Emperor. But true to the principles of his

anceflor, who a century before ventured to

defend the liberties of Germany againft the for-

midable Charles V. William Landgrave of

Hefle-CafTel embraced the caufe of honour and

of danger. Superior to the puiillanimity which

retained fo many more powerful princes in awe

of the Emperor, William was the firft who

dared to join the Swedes, and offered to the

German princes an example which none were

inclined to imitate. His refolution was equalled

by his perfeverance, and fupported by the he-

roifm of his actions. With the boldeft refolu-

tion he bid defiance to an enemy which had

already triumphed over Magdeburg.
>

This Landgrave has fair claims to immor-

tality. The day of vengeance mtift be flowly

awaited by the never-to-be-forgotten prince

John Frederic. But finally did that clay arrive.

His principles at length fuccecded, and his he-

roic fpirit was inherited by his grandfon. An

intrepid race of princes came from the Thurin-

gian forefts to vindicate his injured reputation,

and his lofs of the electoral dignity. The len-

tcnce of his enemy could deprive him of his

dominion,
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dominion, but not of that patriotic fpirit and

romantic courage which a century afterwards

infpired his grandfon. His animofity againft

the race of Habiburg was bequeathed by him

to his pofterity. The duty which they could

not fulfil as princes they executed as mm, and

died in a glorious caufe the braveft champions
of liberty. Too weak to bring their own ar-

mies into the field, they fhowed to thofe of

foreign powers the road to victory againft their

enemies.

The German liberties, abandoned by the

jftates who were moil concerned in their pre-

fervation, were defended by a few princes who

were fcarce interefted in the event. Power

produced indolence; neceffity formed heroes.

While Saxony, Brandenburg, &c. fhowed figns

of fear, Anhalt, Mansfeld, the Princes of Wer-

mar, and others, were feen to rilk their perfons

in bloody battles. The Dukes of Pomerania,

Mecklenburg, Lunenbur-r, Wirtemburg, and

the free cities of Upper Germany, overawed by
the Emperor's power, avoided the conteft, and

quietly fubmitted to him.

Auftria, and the Catholic party in Germany,

poilefTed, in the perfon of the Duke of Bavaria,.

i a defender
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a defender equally powerful and prudent. At-

tentive during the whole courfe of the war to

a fixed plan, never divided between his religion

and his political interefts, Maximilian owed to

it the authority and acceffion of territory, for

which he was not indebted to fortune. The other

Catholic ftates, principally ecclefiaftical princes,

too unwarlike to refift the fanatical opinions

which prevailed in their territories, were con-

tented to pcrfecute in the cabinet and the pulpit

thofe whom they durft not oppofe in the field.

Slaves to Auftria or Bavaria, they all vanilhed

before this prince ; and it was only in the hand

of Maximilian that their power was of any

confequence.

The formidable monarchy which Charles V.

and his fon had unnaturally united, compriling

the Netherlands, Milan, both Sicilies, and the

exteniive Eaft and Weft Indian pofTeifions,

began to decline under Philip III. and IV. Ex-

alted by fruitlefs treafure, this power flowly

degenerated, when deprived of the radical

fupport of itates agriculture. Its conquefts

in the Weft Indies reduced Spain to poverty,

while the bankers of Antwerp, Venice, and

Genoa, negotiated with the gold which was

(till buried in the mines of Peru. India depo-
VOL. r. L pulated
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pulated the Spanifh monarchy ; its treafures

had the fame confequences in endeavouring to

reconquer Holland, in the chimerical plan of

changing the French fucceffion, and in an un-

fortunate attempt upon England *. But the

pride of this court had furvived its power, and

its animofity, the dread of its enemies. The

diftruft which the Proteftants entertained of

Philip III. and the reliance which the latter

placed on Spanifh affiftance, excited among the

Catholics the greateft confidence. Outward

fplendour concealed the inward weaknefs of this

monarchy, and its felf-importance was fufiained

by the high tone which it 1H11 held. Slaves irt

their palaces, and even ilrangers upon their own

throne, the nominal kings of Spain pfefcribed

laws for their German relations ; and it may be

doubted whether their fupport was worth the

ftate of dependance by which the Emperor

purchafed it. On the other lide of the Pyrenean
mountains ignorant monks decided the fate of

Europe. But under every difadvantage, a power
muft flill be formidable which in extent yielded

to none in Europe, which Iredfaflly perfevered

in the fame fyftem of policy, pofTefled excellent

troops and confummate generals, and where

* The Spanifh Armada, Tranf.
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bj)eii force could not reach, would npt fcruple

to employ the affaffin's dagger, and convert

its very ambaffadors into incendiaries. What
it loft in three quarters of the globe it now

fought to recover to the eaftward ; and all Eu-

rope lay at its mercy, if its junction with the

hereditary dominions of Auftria between the

Alps and the Adriatic fea could be effected.

This formidable power had introduced itfelf

into that country, and its open fteps towards

aggrandifement caufed t]he neighbouring fove-

reigns to tremble for the fafely of their domi-

nions. The Pope himfelf was in the moft

dangerous fituation, having the Spainfh vice-

roy of Naples on one fide, and that of Milan

on the other ; Venice was furrounded by Auf-

trian Tyrol and Spanifli Milan ; and Savoy
was alarmed at the vicinity of the latter, and

of France. Hence arofe the doubtful and va-

riable fyftem of politics which the Italian go-
vernment purfued lince the reign of Charles V.

The double capacity of the popedom was obliged

to follow different fyftems. If the Pope, as fuc-

ceflbr of St. Peter, found the utmoft fupport

in the crown of Spain, yet, as a fovereign, he

had in this fame power the moft dangerous

neighbour. If in the one capacity he was inte-

L a refted
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refled in the destruction of the Proteftant reli-

gion, and in beholding Auftria triumphant,

in the other he muft rejoice at the fucceffes of

the Proteftants, which deprived a dangerous

-neighbour of the power of doing him injury.

The one or the other fentiment prevailed, ac-

cording as the Popes were embarraffed by their

fpiritual or temporal intcrefts ; but Rome's policy

was generally directed to avert immediatedanger.

and it is generally acknowledged, that mankind

are more excited in maintaining; immediate thanO

regaining loft poflefHons. This explains the

motive of the Pope's favouring both the Em-

peror and the Proteftaant party. How uncom-

mon are the features of human hiftory ! What
would have been the fate of the Reformation,

and the liberty of the German princes, if the

Pope, as biftiop and fovereign, had united both

his fpiritual and temporal interefts ?

France, with its great Henry, had loft its

political weight in the general fyftem. of Eu-

rope. A turbulent minority had deftroyed all

the good effects of the preceding reign. Weak

minifters, the creatures of intrigue and court

favour, fquandered in a few years the treafures

which the economy of Sally and Henry IV. had

collected. Scarce able to contain themfelves

againft
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againft interior factions, they were neceflitated

to relinquish European politics. The fame

civil commotions which raged in Germany alfo

prevailed in France ; and Louis XIII. at his

majority, found himfelf engaged not only in a

war with his Proteitant fubjecls, but even with

his own mother. The French Protefiants, held

in fubje&ion by Henry's enlightened policy,

now feized upon the opportunity of taking up
arms, and, under fome refolutc leaders, formed

a party, of which they fixed upon the import-
ant town of Rochelle as the capital. Not pof-

fefling fagacity fufficient to ftifle thofe religious,

diflenfions by a toleration at their birth, and not

Sufficiently mafler of his dominions to carry on

a war with effe$, Louis XIII. foon found him-

felf under the humiliating neceflity of purchaf"

ing the fubmiffion of the infurgents by money.

Though led by policy to fupport the rebels of

Bohemia againft Auftria, Henry IV.'s fon mull

behold quietly their ruin ; fufficiently fortunate

in preventing his own Proteftant fubjecls from

forming a junction with them. A great genius

at the helm of ftate would have reduced the

Proteftants of France to obedience while ho

fupported thofe ot' Germany ; but Henry IV,

was no more, and PJchelieu had not yet
re-

vived his fyftem of politics.

L-3 While
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While France loft the remains of its former

glory, the new republic of Holland laid the

foundation of its future greatnefs. The enthu-

iiafm by which the race of Orange had tranf-

formed that mercantile people into a nation of

heroes, was not yet extinguiihed, and had en-

abled them to eftablifh their independence, after

a blpody war with Spain. Mindful of the

gratitude they owed to foreign afiiftance, thefe

republicans were eager to efpoufe the caufe of

their confederates in Germany, with whofe in-

dependence their own was fo clofely connected.

But a republic which fought for its own exift-'

'ence, which muft ft ill employ the greateft ef-

forts to oppofe a fuperior enemy, even upon
its own territories, could not be expected to

turn its means of felf-defence to the afiiftance'

of foreign ftates.

England alfo, though united with Scotland,

poffeffedj under the feeble administration of

James I. no longer the fame weigh.t which it

obtained by the great genius of its queen Eli-

zabeth among the powers of Europe. Con-

vinced that the welfare of her dominions de-

pended upon the fecurily of the Proteftants,

that lagacious queen laid it down as a principle

to promote every undertaking of that party

which
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xvhich tended to diminifh the power of Auftria.

Her fuccefTbr pofTcfTed neither the courage nor

the power of purfuing her meafures. While

the economical Elizabeth opened her trealure

to affift the Flemings again ft Spain, and to

fupport Henry IV. again (t the League, James
abandoned his daughter, grandfon, and fon-

in-law, to the fury of his enemies. . While this

prince exhaufted all his rhetoric to deduce the

rights of kings from heaven, he degraded his

earthly dominion in the eyes \>f his fubjecls.

While he preached about the abfolutcnefs of

kingly power, he reminded the people of Eng-
land of their rights, and by an ufelefs ex-

penfe of treafure abridged his moit important

prerogative, wln'le he endeavoured to fubdue

his parliament, and fupprefs the voice of li-

berty. A natural horror of a paked fword in-

timidated him from engaging in the prefent

war* ; his favourite, Buckingham, alfo abufecj

his weaknefs, and his own vanity rendered him

an eafy dupe to Spanifh arts. While his fon-

* This was owing to the fright, as is reported,
..

mother received while pregnant of him, from the aflaffins of

Rizzio, her favourite. The lame fear oi a drawn fword is

^fcribcd by Plutarch and Polyb.ius to the Achcan general

Aratus, who, on that account, executed his is in

the night-time. Ti
:

atf>

L 4 in-
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in-law's affairs were ruined in Germany, and

his grandibn's inheritance was alienated, this

vain old man amufed himfelf with a treaty of

marriage which Spain and Savoy held out to

him. In order to divert his attention from the

war in Germany, a daughter-in-law -was offered

to him in Madrid, and he even encouraged his

fon in the romantic fcheme of paying his per-

ibnal addrefies to the princefs. His fon loft

the Spanifh bride, as his fon in-law had the

crown of Bohemia and the Palatinate ; and

death only faved himfelf the mortification of

concluding his peaceful adminiflration by a war

which he had not the courage to wage at a

distance.

The civil commotions excited by this prince's

incapacity broke out into a furious rebellion

under the reign of his unfortunate fon, and

compelled the latter, after fome inconsiderable

efforts, to relinquifh every lhare in the German

war, in order to oppofe the rage of factions in

his own kingdom; to which he at laft became

the deplorable viclim.

Two illuftrious monarchs, unequal in per-

fonal merit, but diftiuguifhed alike by their

power and thirft of fame, excited during that

, period
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period the attention of the northern part of

Europe. Under the long and active reign

of Chriftiah IV. Denmark became a confider-

able power. The perfonal accomplifhments of

this prince, an excellent navy, a formidable

army, well-regulated finances, and prudent al-

liances, contributed to fecure the interior pro-

fperity and exterior confequence of that king-

dom. Sweden had been refcued by Gu/ia?us

Yafa from vaflalage, and by its new organiza-

tion became an important power in the Euro-

pean fyftem of politics. The outline which was

traced by this great prince was brought to a

conclufion by his flill greater defcendant, Guf-

tavus Adolphus.

Both kingdoms, formerly united under one

monarchy, and enfeebled by this union, were

forcibly leparated by the Reformation : and

this reparation was the epocha of their prof-

perity. This unnatural union was not more

difadvantageous, than their fubfequent alli-

ance was to their mutual advantage. On both

the Proteflant church depended, and they

were alike interefted in preferring the domi-

nion of the iea : they were alfo equally united

againft a common enemy ; but their long divi-

fion retarded their iincere union. The Danilh

i kings
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kings would never renounce their right to the

crown of Sweden, nor thofe of Sweden forget

the former tyranny of the Danes. The bor-

ders of both ftates, fo near each other, conti-

nually excited their mutual jealoufies, and the

vigilance of their fovereigns ; and their inevi-

table jealoufy of trade in the Baltic perpetually

caufed difputes between them.

Amid the means by which Guftavus

the legiflator of the Swedifh monarchy, endea-

voured to eftablifhed its conftitution, the re-

formation of religion was the principal. A
fundamental law excluded the followers of po-

pery from all places in the adminiftration, and

forbad the future fovereigns of Sweden from

altering the national religion ; but Guflavus's

fecond fon and fucceffor, John, had already

embraced popery, and his fon Sigifmund, alfo

King of Poland, had indulged himfelf in mea-

fures hoftile to the reigning religion. To this

the ftates made a violent refiftance, and, headed

by Charles Duke of Sudermania, commenced

a civil war between the uncle and nephew.
Charles took advantage of Sigifmund's long ab-

fence in
1

Poland, and the firft difpleafure of the

ftates, to open himfelf and his pofterity a way to,

the throne. His ambition was favoured by the

imprudent
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imprudent meafures of Sigifmund. A general

diet undertook to change the right of fucceflion,

and lay aiide that of primogeniture which Guf-

tavus Vafa had eftablifhed, and placed the

Duke of Sudermania on the throne, by which

Sigifmund and his pofterity were excluded.

The fon of this prince, who reigned under

the title of Charles IX. was father of the cele-

brated Gufiavus Adolphus, whom the adherents

of Sigifmund aife&ed to treat as an ufurper.

But when animollty arifes between the fove-

reign and his people, when the fentiments of

the latter are refpecled, a nation, by its una-

nimous voice, may fometimes be permitted to

renounce its allegiance to one fovereign, and

to fupply his
place by another more able to

govern it,

Guflavus Adolphus had not as yet attained

his feventeenth year when he fucceeded to the

throne by the death of his father : but the early

indications he gave of genius induced the ftates

to abridge the period of his minority. By a

victory over himfelf he opened a reign of un-

interrupted fplendour. The young Countefs

of Brahe had gained his early affections ; and,

though the daughter of a fubjecl, he ferioufly

deter-
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determined to fharc with her his throne. But

diverted by the prefent circumitances from his

attachment, he now devoted his whole time to

the affairs of itate, and the thirft of glory again

took poffefliqn of a bofom which was not ex-

cluiively deftined for the happinefs of any one

human being.

Chriftian IV. King of Denmark, who had af-

cended the throne before Guftavus's birth, had

made an inroad into the borders of Sweden, and

obtained confiderable advantages over the fa-

ther of that hero. Guftavus Adolphus haftened

to conclude this ruinous war, and by prudent

facrifices obtained a peace, in order to turn his

arms againft the Czar of Mufcovy. Never to

obtain the equivocal renown of a conqueror,

did he expend, in unjuft wars, the blood of

his people : at the fame time he never aban^

doned his jufl prctenfions. His arms were

crowned with fuccefs again ft Raffia, and Swe-

den was augmented by feveral extenfive pro-
vinces upon its eafiern frontiers.

In the mean time Sigifmund King of Poland

retained againit the Ion the fame inveterate ha-

tred he had againft the father, and ufed every arti-

fice to detach the fubjecls of Gufiavus Adolphus
from
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from their allegiance, to render them impla-

cable, and his allies indifferent. Neither the

great qualities of his antagonift, nor the at-

tachment of the Swedes to their new king,

whom they loved to adoration, could deter

that imprudent prince from the vain hope ofre-

afcending the loft throne. All Guftavus's offers

of peace he rejected with fcorn, and the Swedifh

king faw himfelf engaged, from neceflity, in a

war which ended in his taking poffeffion of all

Livonia and Polifh Prufiia. Continually vic-

torious, Guflavus Adolphus was ever the firfl

to enter into a pacification.

This conteft between Sweden and Poland

took place in the commencement of the thirty

years war in Germany, with which it is con-

nected. The circumftance of Sigifmnnd's being

a Catholic prince, was fuffictent to fecure him

the alliance of Spain and Aufiria ; a clofer con-

nexion with the Emperor gave him a double

claim to that prince's fupport. The reliance

upon this was what prevailed upon the Polilh.

king to engage in a war which terminated fo

much to his difadvantage ; and pronaifes were

all that he obtained from the courts of Madrid

and Vienna. While Sigifmund loft pofTeffion

ivonia, Courland, and Pruffta, he faw his

allies



158 HISTORY OF TH&

Allies in Germany, by an uninterrupted feries

of victories, make rapid ftrides to univerfal

dominion. It was not then furprrfing if his'

animofity to Sweden kept pace with his lofles j

the warmth with which he profecuted his chi-

merical fchcmes did not permit him to difcern

the artful policy of his enemies, who only

wifhed to occupy the Swedifh hero at his ex-

penfe, in order to bring the German liberties

under their fubjection, and then fall on the

exhaufted North as an eafy conqueft. But an

unforefeen circumftance, Guftavus's heroic fpirit,

Confounded this falfe fyflem of politics ; an

eight years war in Poland, inftead of diminifh-

ing the power of Sweden, only fervcd to bring

Guflavus's military fkill to maturity, to forrri

his troops into veterans, and gradually to pre-

pare a fyilem of warfare, by which he after-

wards performed fuch exploits in Germany.

After this neceflary otigfefn'on upon the iitut-

ation of the European Hates during that

period, I fnall now refume the thread of my
iiarration.

Ferdinand had recoTered his dominions^

but not indemnirled himfclf for the expenfes'

which it had coil him to reconquer them.

3 Forty
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\>rty millions of florins, which the confifca-

tions in Bohemia produced, would have fufficcd

to indemnify the cofts ofhimfelf and his allies;

but that immenfe fum was foon fquandered

among the jefuits and his favourites. The

Duke of Bavaria, to whofe victorious arms

Ferdinand was almoft entirely indebted for the

recovery of his dominions, who had abandoned
4

a nearer relation to devote himfelf to the fervice

of his religion and that of Ferdinand, had the

faireft claims to that Emperor's gratitude ; and

in an agreement which he had made with the

latter before the war, had exprefsly ftipulated

the reimburfement of his expenfes. Ferdinand

felt the power of this promife, and the weight

of the fervice which was rendered him, but was

not difpofed to reward them at his own coft ;

his intention was to recompenfe the Duke

in a more brilliant manner. To accomplifh

this purpofe, no better plan could be devifed

than to beftow upon him the dominions of the

unfortunate Elector Palatine, who by his revolt

had appeared in fome meafure to merit chaflile-

ment in the eyes of the world. Frederic muff,

therefore be further perfecuted and totally ruin-

ed, becaufe Maximilian mult IDC rewarded, and

a new war commenced in order to
i defray the

expenfes of an old one.

But
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But a motive of a very different nature con-*

finiied this refolution : Ferdinand had hitherto

combated only for exigence ; but now victo-

rious, he remembered his higher duties, and

the vow which he had made to the blefTed

Virgin of Loretto, of increafing her dominion

at the riik of his life and crown. With this

vow the oppreffion of the Proteftants was infe-

parably connected ; a more favourable oppor-

tunity for its fulfilment could not prefent

itlelf than the prefent termination of the Bohe-

mian war; he pofTeffed the power and an

appearance of juftice in placing the Palatinate

in Catholic hands ; and this conquefr was of

the greatefl confcquence to the Catholics .of

Germany. While he rewarded the Duke of

Bavaria with the fpoils of his kinfman, he gra-

tified his meaneft paffions ; while he fulfilled

his duty, he cruHed an enemy whom he

hated ; and he faved his ambition a fevere

facrifice, while he thought himfelf promoting
the interefls of Heaven.

The ruin of Frederic was already refolved on

in the Emperor's cabinet long before fortune

declared againfl him ; but it was only after the

latter event that he felt the full force of this re-

ibiution. A decree of the Emperor, deftitute of

all
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all the formalities required upon fuch an occa-

iion, declared the Elector Palatine, and three

other princes who had borne arms for him in

Silefia and Bohemia, traitors towards the Em-

peror, difiurbers of the public peace, and de-

prived them of their rights and territories* The

execution of this fentence, viz. the conquefl of

Frederic's dominions, in order ftill further to

infult the laws of the Empire, was entrufted to

the crown of Spain, as fovereign of the circle

of Burgundy, the Duke of Bavaria, and the

members of the League. Had the Evangelic

Union been worthy of the name which it bore,

and the caufe which it defended, the execution

of this decree would have met with infurmount-

able obftacles ; but a contemptible military

force, which was fcarcely able to refill the Spa-
nifh army in the Lower Palatinate, mufl yield

before the united force of Auftria, Bavaria,

and the League. The fentence which the diet

pronounced upon the Eleclor, detached the

free cities immediately from the confederacy,

and the princes foon followed their example.

Efteeming thcmfelves fufficiently fortunate in,

faving their dominions, they abandoned the

Eleclor, their former chief, to his fate, re-

nounced the Union, and determined to renew

it no more.

VOL. i. M Thus
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Thus did the German princes fhamefully

delert the unfortunate Frederic
;

and Bohe-

mia, Silefia, and Moravia, yielded to the Em-

peror; while a lingle man, a child of fortune,

whole riches conliiled in his fword, Ernefl

Count Mansfeld, dared, in the Bohemian town

of Pilfen, to defy the whole power of Auftria.

Left without affiitance by the Elector, to whofe

lervice he had devoted himfelf, and uncertain

whether this prince would be grateful to him

for his attachment, he defended the town a

considerable time againll the Imperial troops,

until his garrilbn having mutinied from want of

pay, fold it to the enemy. Undifmayed by
this reverfe, he foon after eftablifhed depots in

the Upper Palatinate, to enlift the troops who

were difbanded by the members of the Union.

An army of 20,000 men was foon collected

under his orders, the more formidable to the

country, as it fublilted only by plunder. All

the neighbouring bifhoprics trembled for their

riches. But Mansfeld was forced to retire

before the Duke of Bavaria, who, as executor

of the decree of the diet, entered the Upper
Palatinate. After having by a fortunate ftrata-

gem eluded the Bavarian general Tilly, he

fuddenly appeared in the Lower Palatinate,

and exercifed upon the bifhoprics of the Rhine

4 the
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the feverities which he had intended again ft thole

of Franconia. While the Imperial-Bavarian

army over-ran Bohemia, a confiderable body
of troops under Ambrofe Spinola, the Spanifh

general, entered the Lower Palatinate, though
the treaty of Ulm permitted the Union to pro-

tect this territory. But meafures were fo ill

concerted, that one place fell after the other

into the enemy's hands, and the greater part

of the country was in poffeflion of the troops

of Spain. The Spanifh general Cordova fud-

denly raifed the liege of Ffankcnthal when

Mansfeld entered the Lower Palatinate ; but

inflead of expelling the Spaniards from this

province, he haftened to crofs the Rhine to

fubfift his needy troops in Alface ; the dreadful

devaftation which thofe troops had occalioned

in the open country, was avoided in the towns,

which laved themfelves by large contributions

from plunder. Reinforced by this expedition,

Mansfeld again appeared on the Rhine to

cover the Lower Palatinate.

While fuch a general exilted, Frederic's ruin

was not irremediable ; new profpecls opened
themfelves to his view, and his misfortunes

acquired him friends who were neuter in his

profperity, King James of England, who had

M 2 with
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with indifference beheld his fon-in-la\v lofe the

Bohemian throne, was at length aroufed from

his inactivity when the victorious enemy pro-

ceeded to make attempts upon the electoral

dignity. He, however, too late opened his

treafures, and fupported Count Mansfeld with

iroops and money in- the Lower Palatinate ;

his near relation, Chriiiian King of Denmark,
was engaged in the quarrel by his means. The

expiration of the truce between Spain and Hol-

land deprived the Emperor of every hope of

fuccour from the Netherlands ; the Proteftants

received very important promifes, on the con-

trary, from Tranfilvania and Hungary. The

cefTation of hoftilities between Bethlen Gabor

and the Emperor was no fooner ended, than

that implacable enemy of Auflria over-ran

Hungary, and caufed himfelf to be crowned as

king in Prefbnrg ; fo rapid was his progrefs,

that Bucquoi was obliged to abandon Bohemia,

in order to defend Hungary againft Gabor.

That confummate general, however, fell at

the liege of Neuhaufel, and Dampierre, his

brave companion, had already fhared the fame

fate before Prefburg. Gabor's progrefs into the

Auflrian territories were irrefiftible ; the old

Count Thurn, and feveral other Bohemian

noblemen of dillinction, had joined this formi-

3 dable
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dable enemy againft the Emperor. Had a

vigorous attack been made on the fide of Ger-

many, while Gabor employed the Emperor's
arms in Hungary, it might have fpcedily re-

trieved Frederic's loiles ; but by a peculiar

misfortune, both Gabor and the Germans always
laid down their arms alternately, according as

the one or the other had uplifted them.

Meantime Frederic had not delayed to join

Mansfeld ; he entered in difguife the Lower

Palatinate, where pofleffion was difputed be-

tween Mansfeld and the Bavarian general

Tilly. A ray of hope appeared when new

allies arofe from the ruins of the Union. George

Frederic, Margrave of Baden, had for fome

time begun to afTemble a military force, which

foon grew into a confiderable army ; its defti-

nation was a fecrct until it fuddenly took the

field and joined Count Mansfeld; his margra-

viatc he had already refigned to his fon, in

order, if fortune was fhould be unpropitious, to

avert by this ftratagem the confequences of the

Emperor's indignation. The Duke of Wirtem-

berg alfo began to augment his army ; the

Palatine was by thefe means encouraged to

make efforts to revive the Union. Tilly was

now conftraiaed to confult his own fafety, and

M 3 he
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he called with the utmoft halte the Spanifh

general Cordova to his affiflance. But while

their enemies united, Mansfeld feparated from

the Margrave of Baden, and the latter was

defeated by the Bavarian general in 1622 at

Wimpfen.

An adventurer without money, the legiti-

macy of whofe birth was even difputed, had

fhown himfelf the defender of a king, whofe

neareft relations, and even his own father-in-

law, abandoned. A fovereign left his territories,

where he reigned in peace, for the uncertain

prolpe6l of poffefling a foreign crown at the

hazard of a war ; an unexperienced champion,
weak in ftrength, but illuftrious by defcent, he

undertook the defence of a caufe which he had

not courage to profecute. Chrifiian Duke of

Brunfvvic, adminiftrator of Halberftadt, appear-
ed to have borrowed from Mansfeld the idea

of maintaining an army of 20,000 men without

pay. Excited by youthful impetuoiity, and eager

to obtain reputation at the expenfe of the Catho-

lic clergy, whom he cordially detefted, and alfo

defirous of plunder, he aflembled a conlider-

able army in Lower Saxony, under the pretext

of efpouling Frederic's caufe and Germany's
freedom. Friend to God and enemy to priejihood,
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was the motto he chofe for his flandards, and

for his coin, compofed of church plate; and to

this he rigidly adhered in his conduct.

The progrefs of this banditti was diftin-

guifhed, as ufual, by the mofl terrible devalta-

tions. Enriched by the fpoils of the Lower

Saxon and Weftphalian chapters, they colle6ted

force fufficicnt to plunder the bifhoprics of the

Upper Rhine ; expelled from thence both by
friends and enemies, the Adminiftrator marched

to the town of Hoechft, upon, the Mayn, which

he paffed after a murderous action with Tilly,

who difputed with him the paflage of that

river. With the lofs of half his army, he

reached the oppofite banks, where he collected

its broken remains, at whofe head he joined

Count Mansfeld. Purfued by Tilly, their

united forces threw themfelves into Alface, in

order to renew their former ravages. While

the Elector Frederic followed as a fugitive the

Standards of an army which Hill acknowledged
him as king, and flattered him with that title,

his friends were bufied in effecting his reconci-

liation with the Emperor. Ferdinand had not

yet deprived thefe of hopes of rcinftating Fre-

deric in his dignity as Elector Palatine ; full of

artifice and cunning, he pretended to be will-

M 4 ing
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ing to enter into a negotiation, which would

damp their ardour in the field and prevent ex-

tremities. King James of England, ever the

dupe of Auftrian cunning, contributed by his

ridiculous interference to promote the Em-

peror's fchemes ; above all things, Ferdinand

required Frederic to lay down his arms if he

depended upon his clemency, and James

found this demand uncommonly reafonable.

At his inftigation the Elector difmhTed his

only defenders, Count Mansfeld and the Ad-

miniftrator, and awaited in Holland his def-

tiny from the Emperor's clemency.

Mansfeld and Duke ChrifHan were now

embarraired from the want of a new caufe of

tumult ; the defence of the Elector Palatine

had fet them in motion, and hisdifmirTal could

not difarm them ; a war was their only wifh a

regardlefs of the caufe in which it was waged.
After forne vain efforts of Mansfeld to be

taken into the Emperor's fervice, both of thefe

leaders went to Lqrrain, where the irregula-

rities committed by their troops excited terror

even in the interior of France. Here they long
remained in a difagreeable ftate of dependance

upon a mafter who hcfitated to employ them,

until the Dutch, hard preffed by the Spaniih

general



THIRTY YEARS WAR. 169

general Spinola, offered to take them into pay.

After a murderous adlion with the Spaniards at

Fleurus, where the latter endeavoured to inter-

cept them, they made their way into Holland,

and compelled the Spanifh general to raife the

fiege of Bergen-op-zoom. But even Holland

was foon weary of their unwelcome guefts,

and took the firil opportunity of declining

their fervices. In the rich province of Eaft

Friefland, Mansfeld prepared his troops for

new enterprifes. The Duke of Brunfwic,

paffionately enamoured of the Eleclrefs Pala-

tine, whom he had known in Holland, and

more difpofed for war than ever, led back his

troops to Lower Saxony, bearing as a cockade

the glove of that princefs in his hat, and on his

ftandards the following motto :
" Allfor God

" andyou" Neither was either as yet deflincd

to conclude his career in this war.

The Imperial territories were now freed from

their enemies, theUnion diflblved, the Margrave
of Baden, Mansfeld, and the Duke of Brunfwic

beaten out of the field, and the Palatinate over-

run by the executive troops of the Empire *.

* In cafe any one ftate of the Empire is refraSory, the

army of a neighbouring territory is ordered to execute the

fentence of the diet. This happened at Liege in 1790.

Tranf.

Manheim
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Manheim and Heidelburg yielded to the Ba-

varians, and in a fhort time Frankenthal

was in pofleffion of the Spaniards. The

Elector Palatine fhamcfully concealed him-

felf in a corner of Holland, to appeafe, by
an abject fubmiilion, the Emperor's vengeance.

An electoral diet at Ratiibon was at length

appointed to decide his fate. This refolution

had long been formed by the Court of Vienna ;

but it had not hitherto found an opportunity

of putting it in execution. After the fteps

already taken againft this Elector, Ferdinand

thought no further meafures fhould be held

with him. Security was only to be obtained

by exceffive feverity. Frederic mutt, therefore,

reconcile himfelf to his lofles ; and a prince

without dominions or fubjects could no longer

poflefs the elecloral dignity. The Duke of

Bavaria exalted himfelf upon the ruins of this

prince. In proportion as the hatred of the

Catholics and of Auftria increafed againft the

Proteftants of the Palatinate, the more they

were indebted to Bavarian zeal. At length,

by the ceffion of the electorate Palatine to that .

of Bavaria, the Catholic religion acquired a de-

cifive weight in the College of Electors, and

obtained it a lafting victory
in Germany,

This
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This was fufficicnt to iccure the three ecelc-

fiaftical electorates ; the vote of that of Saxony
was alone of consideration among the Proteit-

ants. But could this Elector oppofe the Em-

peror in a difpufe which involved his title ?

To a prince who had flaked his all at the

head of the Proteitants of Germany, nothing
would be more dear than the defence of their

caufe againfl popery. But the prefent queftion

was, which religion fhould be victorious, and who

fliould obtain potiefiion of the Palatine territo-

ries, and, under the prefTure of oppofite duties,

to conceal private hatred and interefts. In his

proceedings againft the Palatinate the oppofi-

tion which the Emperor met from the Elector

of Saxony, though naturally at the head of

the Proteftant religion, and of German free-

dom, was merely a form. IfJohn George after-

wards oppofed him, Ferdinand was the aggref-

for, by banifhing the Proteftant preachers out of

Bohemia. But the rewarding of Bavaria with

the Palatinate was no longer a matter of fur-

prife, when it was known, that for a conlider-

ation of fix millions of dollars, the Emperor
ceded Lufatia to the Elector of Saxony.

Thus, in defiance of all the Proteflants of

Germany, in opposition to the conftitution of

the
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the Empire, which by his coronation oath he

had fworn to maintain, did Ferdinand folemnly

invert the Duke of Bavaria, at Ratifbon, with

the electorate Palatine, referving, as was faid,

the legal claims which Frederic's pofterity might
eftablifh. That unfortunate prince now faw

himlelf irretrievably ruined, without being fo

much as heard in his own defence before the

tribunal which condemned him. ; a privilege

which the law grants to the meaneft fubject,

even in cafes of the mod atrocious nature.

This violent action at length opened the

eyes of the King of England, about the time

that his fon's marriage with a princefs of

Spain was broke off; and James at length be-

gan ferioufly to efpoufe the caufe of his fon-in-

law. A revolution in the French miniftry

placed Cardinal Richelieu at the head of affairs,

and that deeply decayed kingdom foon felt the

advantages of his administration. The efforts

of the Spanifh viceroy of Milan to make him-

ielf maftcr of Vcltlino, and obtain a rallying

point with the hereditary fiates of Auftria,

awakened the old dread of this power, and

with it the ftate maxims of Henry the Great.

A marriage between the Prince of Wales and

Henrietta
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\ Icnrietta of France united thefe powers in a

clofer connexion, in which they were joined

by Holland, Denmark, and fome of the ftates

of Italy. The propofed delign was, to recover

by arms Veltlino from Spain, and compel Auf-

tria to reinftate the Elector Palatine ; but only
the firfl of thofe defigns was profecuted with

vigour. James I. died, and Charles I. engaged in

a quarrel with his parliament, could no longer

beftow attention on the affairs of Germany.

Savoy and Venice withheld their afiiftance, and

the French miniflcr thought he muft firft fub-

due the Hugonots in his own country previous

to his fupporting the German Proteltants againft

the Emperor. Thus ended the hopes conceived

from this confederacy.

Count Mansfcld, deprived of all fupport,

remained inactive on the Lower Rhine, and

the Duke of Brunt wic, after an unfortunate

campaign, was driven out of Germany. A new

inroad of Bethlen Gabor into Moravia, not

being fupported by the Germans, terminated

in a formal peace with the Emperor. The
Union was dillblved, no Proteftant prince was

longer in arms, and the Bavarian general Tilly

commanded on the borders of Lower Germany
a vie-
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a victorious army, amid Proteftant ftates. The

movements of the Duke of Brunfwic had al-

ready led him to this part of the Empire, and

even into the circle of Lower Saxony, where he

made himfelf mailer of that prince's magazines

in Lepftadt. The neceffity of watching this ene-^

my, and preventing his further inroads> muft

now juftify Tilly's remaining in thole parts^

But both Mansfeld and the Duke of Brunfwic

had difmifled their army from want of money,
and Tilly no longer faw an enemy before

him. He could therefore have no pretext to

burden the country*

Amid the voice of parties it is difficult to

difcover the truth ; but it appeared a ferious

matter that the members of the League did not

difarm themfelves. The intemperate rejoicings

of the Catholics increafed the alarm. The

Emperor and the League were victorious in

Germany, and there was no power which could

refill them, were they even difpofed to break

the treaty, and entirely crufh the Proteftants.

If the Emperor was not even difpofed to difturb

the Proteftants, their defencelefs fituation en-

couraged him to it. Obfolete conventions

could not bind a prince who thought he owed

all to his religion, and in whofe eyes every de-

fign
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iign to promote it acquired a fan#ion. Upper

Germany was already fubjcclcd, and it was in

Lower Germany alone that his progrefs might
meet with fome oppolition. Here the Proleit-

ant religion predominated, the Catholics had

been forcibly deprived of their chapters, and this

moment appearaed favourable to recover them.

A great part of the ftrength of the .Lower Ger-

man princes confifted in thole chapters, and

the recovery of the loft domains of the church

gave the Catholics an excellent pretext to

weaken the former.
V

It would have been an unpardonable negli-

gence to have remained inactive at fuch a

period. The remembrance of the ravages

which Tilly's foldiers committed in Lower

Germany was too recent not to excite the ftates

of that country to their felf-dcfence. With all

poiiible ha lie the circle of Lower Saxony be-

took, itfelf to arms ; extraordinary contributions

were raited, troops collected, and magazines

formed. Negotiations for fublidies were en-

tered into with Holland, Venice, and England.
It was deliberated which power fhould be placed

at the head of this confederacy. The matters

of the Sound, and of the Baltic, could not

with indifference behold the Emperor approach
them
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them as a conqueror, and eftablifh himfelfon the

borders of the North Sea. The double interelts

of religion and ftate required them to be atten-

tive to his motions in Lower Germany. Chrif-

tian IV. King of Denmark, as Duke of Hol-

ftein, efteemed himfelf a member of the itates

of this circle. By equally powerful confider-

ations Guft^vus Adolphus was induced to join

this confederacy.

But thofe kings vied with each other for

the honour of defending Lower Germany. Both

determined to raife formidable armies, and

lead them in perfon againft the alarming power
of Auftria. The promifes of the latter king

acquired additional ftrength from victorious

campaigns againft Mufcovy and Poland. But

his renown excited envy in the bofom of the

Danifh monarch ; and the more laurels he

could now promife himfelf, the more he was

expofed to the envy of his competitor. They
laid their plans before the Englifh miniftry,

where Chriltian at length fucceeded in obtain^

ing the preference to Guitavus. The latter re-

quired as a fecurity the poffeffion of feme for-

tifications in Germany, where he had himfelf

no territory, in order to fecure a retreat in cafe

of need. Chriftian IV. had Holftein and Jut-

land
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land through which, if vanquifhed, he might

effect his retreat.

Eager to exceed his competitor in activity,

the King of Denmark haftened to take the

field. Appointed generaliffimo of the circle of

Lower Saxony, he foon aflembled an army of

60,000 men ; and was joined by the Admiftra-

tor of Magdeburg, and the Dukes of Brunfwic

and Mecklenburg. Encouraged by the hopes

of affirmance from England, and with fuch great

preparations, he flattered himfelf with the

hope of terminating the war in one campaign.

Information was fent to Vienna that this arma-

ment was deftined only to defend the circle and

maintain the peace. But the negotiations with

Holland and England, and even with France,

appeared to embrace more than defenlive ope-

rations, and feemed to aim at a total re-efta-

blifhment of the Elector Palatine, and the hu-

miliation of Auftrian greatnefs.

After the Emperor had in vain had recourfe to

negotiations, exhortations, threats, and orders,

to induce the King of Denmark and the circle

of Lower Saxony to lay down their arms, hof-

tilities commenced, and Lower Germany was

the theatre of operations. Tilly marched along

VOL. I* N the
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the left bank of the Wefer, and made himfelf

mailer of all the pafTes as far as Minden. After

a fruitless attack upon Nienburg, and his paf-

fage of the river, he overrun the principality

of Calemburg, in which he quartered his troops.

The King acled on the oppofite lide of the ri-

ver, and fpread his forces over the Dutchy of

Brunfwic ; but having weakened his army by
too powerful detachments, he could not engage
in any important undertaking with the re-

mainder. Acquainted with the enemy's fupe-

riority, he avoided a battle with as much care

as his adverfary fought one.

The Emperor had hitherto made ufe only of

the arms of Bavaria and the League in Germany,
if the Spanifh Walloon reinforcements are ex-

cepted, which fell into the Lower Palatinate.

The Duke of Bavaria carried on the war, as com-

mander in chief of the army of execution ; and

Tilly, who was at the head of that army, was

in his fervice. He was indebted to the arms of

Bavaria and the League for his fuccefles, and

on them depended his confequencc, which but

ill agreed with the great fchernes which fo bril-

liant a commencement of the war induced the

Court of Vienna to form,

Not-
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Notwith {landing the eiforts which the League
had made in the Emperor's defence, it was by
no means likely that they would carry their

complaiiance fo far as to fupport him in his

plan of making conquefls : or even if they lent

their armies for fuch a purpofe, it was more

than probable they would foon create a jealoufy

in the Emperor, who would endeavour to con-

vert all their conquefls to his own advantage.

A formidable army under his own immediate

orders would alone free him from his depend-
ance upon Bavaria, and fecure him the fupe-

riority which he had obtained in Germany.
But the Auftrian territories were too much

cxhaufted by the war to fuftain the enormous

expenfes of fuch an armament. Under fuel*

circumftances, nothing could be more agree-

able to the Emperor than a propofal which one

of his officers unexpectedly made him.

This was Count Wallenftein, an experienced

foldier, and the richeft nobleman in Bohemia.

From his earliefl youth he had devoted him-

fclf to the fervice of Auilria, and had gained
confiderable reputation in feveral campaigns

againft the Turks, Venetians, Bohemians, Hun-

garians, and Tranfilvanians. At the battle of

Prague he was colonel ; and afterwards, as

N 2 major-
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major-general, defeated a Hungarian army ill

Moravia. The Emperor's gratitude equalled

thefe fervices, and a coniiderable portion of

the confifcated eftates in Bohemia was beftowed

on him. PofTeffed of an immenfe property,

and excited by ambition, full of reliance upon
his fortunate flars, and ftill more encouraged

by the exiiting circumftanc.es, he offered the

Emperor, at his friends' expenfe and his own,

to raife, clothe, and fully accoutre, an army.

He went fo far even as to undertake the

payment of it, provided he was allowed to

augment it to 50,000 men. This project

was ridiculed by all as chimerical, but yet it

was an important matter to fulfil its promifes

even in part. A few circles in Bohemia were

appointed to ferve as depots, and he was al-

lowed the promotion of his officers. In a fhort

time he colleclcd an army 20,000 ftrong,

with which he left the Auflrian borders ; and

foon after he appeared at the head of 30,000

men in Lower Saxony. The Emperor had

lent this armajnent nothing but his name. The

reputation of the general, the hope of promo-
tion and of booty, collected adventurers from

all parts of Germany ; and even fovereign

princes, excited by a thirft for glory, or a de-

lirc
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fire of gain, now offered to raile regiments for

the Auftrian fervice.

An Imperial army now appeared, for the

firft time, in Germany ; an event peculiarly

dreadful to the Protcflants, and not much more

acceptable to the Catholics. Wallenftcin had

orders to join the army of the League, and in

conjunction with the Bavarian general, to attack

the King of Denmark. But, long jealous of

Tilly's reputation, he fhowed no difpofition to

fhare with him the laurels of the campaign,
and to lofe his own fame in the luftre of that

of his competitor for glory. His plan of opera-

tions confounded that of the latter, but he

neverthelefs perfevered in.it. As he wanted

the refources from which Tilly fupplicd his

army, he was under the neceflity of leading,

his troops into fertile countries which had not

fuffercd by the war. Without obeying his

orders to form a junction with the troops of

the League, he entered the territories of

Halberftadt and Magdeburg, and at Deffau

made himlelf mafter of the Elbe. The coun-

tries on both fides of this river lay open to his

contributions; he was by thefe means enabled

to full on the King of Denmark's rear, and even,
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if necefTary, could open a pafTage into that

prince's territories.

Chriftian IV. felt the whole force of his

danger between two fuch numerous armies.

He had lately been joined by the Adminiftrator

of HalberfTadt, who was returned from Hol-

land ; and he now openly declared for Count

Mansfeld, whom he had hitherto difcarded, and

fupported him according to his ability. Mans-

feld amply repaid this fervice. He alone kept

Wallenftein's army on the Elbe at bay, and pre-

vented its junction with that of Tilly. Notwith-

iianding the enemy's fuperiority, this intrepid

general approached the bridge of Deflau, and

ventured to entrench himfelf before the Imperial

lines on the oppofite fide. But having been fur-

rounded by the enemy, he was obliged to yield

to fuperior numbers, and conflrained to aban-

don his poft, with the lofs of 3000 men killed.

After this defeat Mansfeld withdrew into Bran-

denburg, whence, after having fomewhat re-

frefhed and reinforced his troops, he fuddenly

turned towards Silelia, in order from thence to

march into Hungary, and, in conjunction with

Bethlen Gabor, to carry the war Into the heart

of the Auftrian (rates. As the Auftrian domi-

nions in this quarter were expofcd to an ene-

my,
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my, "VValJenftcin received immediate orders to

lofe fight of the King of Denmark, and, if

poffiblc, to interrupt Mansfcld's progrefs

through Silefia.

The diverfion which Mansfeld made in Wal-

lenflein's army enabled the King to detach a

part of his force into Weitphalia, in order to take

pofieffion of the bifhopricsofMunfterand Oiha-

burg. To prevent this, Tilly fuddenly left the

Welcr ; but the movements of the Duke of

Brunfwic, who appeared defirous of entering

the territories of the League, and removing
the feat of war thither, recalled him in all hafte

from Weftphalia. In order to avoid being cut

off from this province, and to prevent a dan-

gerous junction between the Landgrave of

Hefle and the enemy, Tilly immediately ieizcd

all the tenable pofts on the Fulda and Wcrha,
and fecured himlclf in Minden, at the entrance

of the Heffian mountains, on the conflux of

both thofe rivers. He loon after took Gottin-

gen, the key of Brunfwic and HefTe, and was

preparing to make himfelf mailer of Nordhcim,
when the King advanced againii him with his

whole army. After the latter had furnifhed

this place with all the ncceilaries for fuitaining

a long fiege, he endeavoured to open himfelf

N 4 a paffage
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a paflage into the territories of the League,

through Eichsfeld and Thuringia, He had

already gained Duderfladt, when by a rapid

march Tilly overtook him. As the latter had

been reinforced by ibme of Wallenflein's regi-

ments, and was fuperior in numbers, the King
turned towards Brunfwic to avoid the battle.

But Tilly incefTantly haraffed his rear, and

after three days fkirmiming he was at length

obliged to await the enemy at the village of

Lutteron Baenburg. The Danes commenced

the attack with great impetuofity, and their

intrepid King led them three times againfl the

enemy ; but at length the weaker muft yield

to the ftronger, and to the fuperior difcipline

of the Imperialists, and a complete victory was

obtained by the general of the League. The

Danes loft lixteen colours, with all their artil-

lery, baggage, and ammunition. Several offi-

cers of diflinclion, together with 4000 men,
were killed on the field of battle : thirty

companies of foot, who, during the flight, had

thrown themfelves into the town-houfe of Lut-

ter, laid down their arms, and furrendered to

the conqueror,

The King fled with his cavalry, and foon

after collected the fhattered remains of his

army.
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army. Tilly purfued his victory, made himfclf

matter of the Wefer, and of the territories of

Brunfwic, and drove the King to Bremen.

Rendered more cautious by defeat, the latter

was now determined to act dcfenftvcly, and

particularly to guard the paffage of the Elbe

againft the enemy ; but while he garrifoned

every tenable place, his divided force became

inactive, and his fcatlered corps were one after

the other either dcftroyed or difperfed. The

troops of the League, matters of the Wefer,

fpread themfelves along the Elbe and the

Havel, and every where drove the Danes before

them. Tilly himfelf had already penetrated

far into the territories of Brandenburg with his

victorious arms, while Wallenttein, on the

other hand, entered Holflein, to remove the

feat of war to the King's own territories.

This general was returned from Hungary,
whither he had followed Mansfeld without

v being able to impede his march, or prevent

his junction with Bethlen Gabor. Always

perfecuted by fortune only to rife fuperior to

it, that general, after endlefs difficulties, fought
his way through Silelia and Hungary to the

Prince of Tranfilvania, to whom, however, he

was not a welcome gueft. Relying upon the

a (liftanee
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affiflance of England, and a powerful diverlion

in Lower Saxony, Gabor had anew broken the

iruce with the Emperor; and infiead of the

expecled diversion, Mansfeld now drew upon
him all Wallen Item's army, and required from

him the pecuniary aid which he himfelf wanted

from -others. The little harmony that reigned

among the Proteftant princes abated Gabor's

zeal, .and he haitened, as ufual, to avert the

iuperior force of the Emperor by a fpeedy

peace ; determined, however, to break it on

the firll ray of hope, he directed Mansfeld to

apply for aHIitance to the republic of Venice.

Cut off from Germany, and wholly un-

able to fubfift the weak remains of his troops

in Hungary, Mansfeld fold his artillery, &c.

and diminished his foldicrs ; he himfelf paffed,

with a fmall train of attendants through

Bofnia and Dalmatia towards Venice. But

his career was ended ; fate, which fo fported

with him during life, prepared for him in Dal-

matia a grave : death overtook him near Zara *

(1626).

* This extraordinary man, who might be numbered

among Plutarch's heroes, was the natural ion of an Auftrian

general, and had been legitimated by the Emperor Rodolph.

He fcrved his firft campaigns in Hungary, under the Arch-

duke
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(1626). A fhort time before died the faithful

companion of his fortunes, Chriftian Duke of

Brunfwic ; t\vo men with fair claims to immor-

tality, they elevated themfelves fuperiorto their

age and their dcftiny.

The King of Denmark, with a complete army,
had been unable to reiiit Tilly alone : it could

not therefore he expected that, with a fhattered

force, he fliould now be able to oppofc the two

Imperial generals united. The Danes retired

from all their pofls upon the Wefer, Elbe, and

Havel ; and Wallenftcin's army overfpread

Brandenburg, Mecklenburg, Holftein, and

Slefwig. This general, too proud to aft in

duke Charles; he afterwards entered the Spanifli, and then,

the fervice of Savoy, and died in that of the Elector Palatine.

He was often beat, but never conquered, and appeared after

his defeats more formidable than before; he was inconftant;

and loved troublefome times, and bore the greateft hardships

with indifference; he was an expert negotiator, and a per-

fuafive orator; always poor, his fvvord being his only patri-

mony ;
he every where fought war, and was every where thf

terror of his enemies.

Perceiving the approach of death, he threw on his uni-

form, girded his f.vord, and was held upright, (landing by
two of his officers. In this pofture he expired ; a trait

ftemingly rr.ifplaced in the fltuation of a dying man, but

characterise of a great foul. He died in his forty-fixtti

,
and was buried in Spalcitro. Tranf.

CO11-
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conjunction with another, had detached Tilly

over the Elbe, to watch the motions of the

Dutch ; but in reality this was a pretext to

have the merit of terminating the Danifh war,

and to reap the harveil of Tilly's laurels.

Chriftian loft all his German fortrefles except

Glucktfadt, his army was beaten and difperfed,

he received no aid from Germany, and but

little confolation from England, and his allies

in Lower Saxony were abandoned to the ene-

my's fury. Tilly had, immediately after the

victory at Lutter, compelled the Landgrave of

HeiTe Caflel to renounce the Danifii alliance ;

Wallenftein's formidable appearance before

Berlin compelled the Elector of Brandenburg
to acknowledge Maximilian of Bavaria as a

lawful elector. The greater part of Mecklen-

burg was now over run by the Imperial troops ;

both its Dukes *, as allies of the Danifh king,

were put to the bann of the Empire, and ex-

pelled from their territories. Thus was the

defence of the German liberty againft unjult

attacks, punifhed as a crime, with the lofs of

dignity and property ; yet even this was only a

prelude to the more tyrannical proceedings

which followed.

* Schwerin and Strelitz. Tranf.

The
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The ft-cret now came to light in what manner

Wallenftein was to fulfil his extravagant pro-

mifcs; he had learned it from Mansfeld, but

the Icholar furpaflcd his mailer. Having efta-

blifhcd it as a maxim that one war muft be

fupported by another, Mansfeld and the Duke

of Brunfwic fublifled their troops by the con-

tributions which they indifcriminately raifed

among friends and enemies ; but this thievifH.

life was attended with all the uncertainty

and inconvenience which accompany rob-

bery. Obliged, in quell of prey, to roam

from one end of Germany to the other, their

motions were narrowly watched, and they

were fometimes obliged to abandon the richeft

countries upon the appearance of a fuperior

enemy. But if Mansfeld and the Duke of

Brunfwic had done fuch great things while they

had fo many obftacles to furmount, how much

more might now be performed when thcfe

obftacles were all removed ; when the army
raifed was fufficient to overawe the mofl

powerful ftates in the Empire ; when the

Emperor's name infured impunity to every act

of violence ; in fhort, when the firft autho-

rity of the Empire, fupported by a formidable

army, had determined to purfue the fame fyl-

tem of warfare which two adventurers, at the

head
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head of an irregular multitude, had praclifed

in their own defence.

Wallenftein had this plan in view when he

laid before the Emperor his bold project, which

\vas no longer found furpriftng to mankind.

The more the army was increafed, the ealier it

was fublifted, becaufe its fuperiority crufhed

every oppofition ; the more violent the actions,

the more they affured impunity to the perpetra-

tors ; there was fome colour ofjuftice in oppreff-

ing fuch flates as were refractory ; the oppref-

lion of thofe who had maintained their allegi-

ance was juftified upon the grounds of necef-

fity.
This unequal treatment of the ftates

prevented a dangerous union between them ;

the exhaufted fituation of their territories re-

ftrained them from exertions. All Germany,
after this manner, became a magazine to the

Imperial army, and the Emperor was equally

abfolute in the territories of the Empire, as in

his own hereditary dominions ; the clamour for

juftice was iriceffant before the Imperial throne,

but fuch as had recourfe to it were fccured

againft the indignation of the opprelfed princes.

The cry of difcontent was levelled againft the

Emperor, who lent his name to thofe vio-

lences, and againft his general, who exceeded

his
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his power and openly abufed the authority of

his mafter. Recourfe was hacl to the Emperor
for protection againft his general ; hut Wallen-

ftein nofoonerfaw himfelf abfolute in his army,

than he threw off his allegiance to his fovereign.

The exhaufted fitnation of the enemy gave

room to hope for a fpecdy peace ; neverthelets

Wallenftcin continued to augment the Imperial

armies, until at length he had rendered them a

hundred thoufand ftrong. Colonels and inferior

officers, commiffions innumerable, a regal pomp,
immoderate largeflcs to his favourities (for he

never gave lefs than a thoufand florins), im-

menfe fums employed in corrupting the Court

of Vienna, in order to maintain his authority ;

all this was done without burdening the Em-

peror. Thefe enormous fupplies were drawn

from the provinces of Lower Germany, where

no diflinclion was made between friend and

enemy, and where all was treated as a conquer-

ed countrr. If credit may be given to a loofe

calculation made at that period, Wallenftein,

daring the feven years of his command, raifrd

no lefs than lixty thoufand millions of dol-

lars from one half of Germany. The

greater were his contributions, the more

his army increafed and his fnpplies were aug-

2 mented :
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merited ;
his ftandards were reforted to from

every quarter, for all mankind are attracted by

good fortune ; his army increafed prodigioufly,

while every country through which it palled

felt its ravages. In fuch circumftances, the

deteftation of the people and the complaints of

the princes were of little confequence while

he was fupported by fo great a force ; guilt itfelf

put him in a condition to defy any bad confe-

quences which might arife from it.

In juftice to the Emperor, he muft not be

regarded as the author of the irregularities com-

mitted by his troops. Had Ferdinand known

that he abandoned the German ftates to the

rapacity of his general, he muft alfo have been

fenlible of the danger to which his own autho-

rity was expofed from fuch a commander's un-

controlled power ; the clofe union between the

general and his army muft have relaxed the

good understanding between the Emperor and

both. It is true, every tranfadion was fane-

tioned by the Imperial name, but Wallenftein

ufed that of the chief of the Empire, only
the ealier to opprefs the other German ftates;

hence arofe this man's maxim, to deprefs the

princes of the Empire, to deftroy all gradations

of rank between the latter and the Emperor,
whofe
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whofe power he fecured, and refolved to elevate

beyond all competition. Were the Emperor
the only difpenler of law in Germany, what

would then control the man to whom he

entrufted the execution of his orders ? The

height to which Wallenftein raifed the Em-

peror's power, aftonifhed even the latter ; but

as the greatnefs of the mafter was entirely the

work of the fervant, it returned to its former

infigniflcance 16 foon as it wanted the fupport

of its founder. He artfully inflamed the minds

of the princes of the Empire againft the Em-

peror, becaufe, the greater their hatred was, the

more indifpenfable did the ferviccs of a man
become who alone could protect him aga'mft

their indignation. His defign infcnlibly ap-

peared to be, that the Emperor fhould be

wholly independent of every perfon in Ger-

many except of him, to whom he owed that

independence.

One ftep towards this was, that Wallenfteirt

demanded pofleffion of Mecklenburg as a

pledge for the payment of the money which he

had advanced the Emperor in the preceding

campaign. The Emperor had already begun
to elevate his own above the Bavarian general,

and raifed the foimer to the dignity of Duke of

VOL. i. o Fried-
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Friedland ; but an ordinary recompence could

not fatisfy Wallenfiein's ambition. In vain did

his new claim meet with oppofition in the Impe-

rial council, becaufe it mull be granted at the

expenfe of two princes of the Empire; in vain

did the Spaniards, long offended at his haughty

demeanour, oppofe his elevation ; the powerful

intereft which Wallenftein pofleffed by cor-

ruption among the Imperial privy counfellors

prevailed. Ferdinand was determined to attach

to himfelf, at all hazards, a man whofe fervices

he could not difpenfe with ; the heirs of one of

the molt ancient houfes in Germany were ex-

pelled their inheritance, in order to enrich a

creature of the Emperor with their Ipoils,

(1628.)

Wallenflein foon, after began to aflume the

title of Imperial general iffimo by land and

fea. The town of Wifmar was taken, to

obtain a firmer footing on the Baltic ; fhips

were required from Poland and the Hanfeatic

towns, in order to carry on the war on that

fea, to purfue the Danes into the interior of

their country, and compel them to a peace,
which was to ferve as a prelude to ftill greater

conquefts. The alliance between the northern

German ftates and the kingdoms of the North

would
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would be diflblved, if the Emperor could place

himfelf between both, and furround Germany,
from the Adriatic fea to the Sound (for Poland

was already dependant on him), with an exten-

live chain of territories. If fuch was the Em-

peror's plan, it was no lefs Wallenftein's in-

tereft to purfue it. PofTeffions on the Baltic

were intended as the foundation of a power,

the eftablifhment of which had long been the

obje<5t of his ambition, and which might make

him independent of his fovereign.

To obtain this end, it was of the utmoft

importance to get pofTeffion of the town of

Stralfund, on the Baltic ; its excellent harbour,

and the fhort paflage from thence to the coafts

of Sweden and Denmark, rendered it peculiarly

fitted for a place of arms to wage war againtt

both thofe kingdoms. This town, the lixth in

the Hanfeatic League, enjoyed, under the pro-

tcclion of the Duke of Pomerania, the moft

important privileges, and had not hitherto

borne the leaft fhare in the war ; yet neither

its neutrality nor its privileges could fecure

it againft the ufurpations of Wallenftein, vvhofe

defigns were directed towards it.

Q2 'The
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The propofal of receiving an Imperial gar-

rifon, which this general made to the magif-

trates of Stralfund, was rejected by them with

firmnefs ; a deceitful requeft of marching his

troops through the town, met with no better

fuccefs. He now, therefore, determined to

beliege it.

It was of the utmoft confequence to both the

northern kings to maintain the independence

of Stralfund, without which the navigation of

the Baltic could not be preferved. Their com-

mon danger at length overcame the private

jealoulies which had long fubfifled between

both kings : at a convention held in Copen-

hagen in 1 628, they mutually engaged to defend

Stralfund with their united ftrength, and to

refill every power which fhould enter the Bal-

tic with hoftile intentions. Chriftian IV. im-

mediately upon this, threw a fufficient garrifon

into Stralfund, and encouraged its inhabitants

by his perfonal appearance among them ; fome

fhips of war which Sigifmund King of Poland

had fent the Imperial general, were funk by
the Danim fleet ; and as Lubec refuied him

aid, Wallenftein had not fhips fufficient to

blockade even the harbour of this one town.

Nothing
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Nothing appeared more abfurd than to at-

tempt the conqueft of a fea-port, ftrongly for-

tified, without firft blockading its harbour.

Wallenftein, who had hitherto experienced no

refifrance, would willingly overcome nature and

perform impoffibilities. Stralfund, open towards

the lea, it ill continued to fupply itfelf with

provisions, and reinforce its garrifon ; never-

thelefs Wallenftein furrounded it on the land

lide, and endeavoured by boafting threats to

fupply the want of real ftrength.
" / will take

(e this town," faid he,
"

though it were faftened
"

by a chain to the heavens" The Emperor,
who might have repented an undertaking of

which he promifed himfelf no favourable iflue,

received with eagernefs the apparent fubmiflion

and acceptable offers of the inhabitants of Stral-

fund, and gave orders to his generajs to raife

the liege ; Wallenftein defpifed this order, and

made repeated attacks upon the garrifon. As

the fatigue was become too great for the re-

mainder of the Danifh troops, already con-

fiderably diminilhed, and the King found it

inconvenient to reinforce them, Stralfund, with

Chriftian's confent, applied to the King of

Sweden ; the Danilh commander evacuated the

town, in order to make way for a Swedilh

garrifon, who defended it with the moil fortu-

o 3 nate



> -V
*'<::

19^' HISTORY OF THE

nate fuccefs. Wallenftein's good fortune failed

him before this town, and, for the firil time,

he had the fenfible mortification of being, after

feveral months efforts, ooliged to abandon his

enterprife, with the lofs of twelve thoufand

men killed. The neceffity under which he

put this town to apply for Swedifh affiftance,

brought on a clofe alliance between Guftavus

Adolphus and Stralfund, which afterwards not

a little facilitated the entrance of the Swedes

into Germany.

Hitherto fortune had accompanied the arms of

the League and the Emperor, and Chriftian IV.

vanquifhed in Germany, faw himielf obliged

to take refuge in his iflands ; but the Baltic

Hopped the progrefs of the conquerors. Their

want of fliips prevented them from purfuing

the King, and even put them in danger of

loiing their conquefts. The union of the two

northern kings was peculiarly to be feared,

becaufe, if they acted with firmnefs, they made

it impoffible for the Emperor and his generals

to obtain a footing on the Baltic, or effecl: a

landing in Sweden. Were it, however, pof-

iible to divide the interefls of both kings, and

in particular to fecure the alliance ofthe Danifh

monarch, it would be more practicable to over-

come
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conic the finglc power of Sweden. The dread

of foreign influence, violent commotions among
his own Protefrant fubjecls, the great expenfes
of the war, and, ftill more, the ftorm which

threatened the Protcftant part of Germany, at

length difpofed the Emperor to peace, which

his general, from very oppotite motives, labour-

ed to effecT: : far from dciiring a peace, which

from the meridian of his greatnefs would re-

duce him to the obfcurity of a private man,
he only wifhed to change the theatre of

war, and thus to prolong the troubles. The

friendship of Denmark, whofe neighbour he

was become as Duke of Mecklenburg, was

of the utmofl confequence for the accom-

plifhment of his extensive projects, and he

determined, even by facrificing his matter's

interests, to obtain the alliance of that court.

Chriftian IV. had exprcfsly engaged, in the

treaty of Copenhagen, to conclude no feparate

peace with the Emperor without Sweden's con-

lent ; notwithstanding Wallenflcin's offer was

gladly received by him. At a congrefs held at

Lnbcc in 1629, from .which Wallenftein dif-

xnitfcd the Swedifh ambaffadors, who came to

intercede for the Dukes of Mecklenburg, with

ftudicd contempt, all the conquefts taken from

o 4 the
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the Danes were reftored to them. This necefTary

peace was purchafed by Chriftian only at the ex-

penfe of his honour ; he was forbid to interfere

in future in the tranfactions of Germany, as he

was entitled to do from his quality of Duke of

Holftein, and compelled to renounce all claim to

the regulation of the Lower German chapters,

and abandon the Dukes of Mecklenburg to

their fate. Chriftian himfelf had involved thefe

princes in a war with the Emperor ; he now

facriiiced them to gain the favour of the ufurper

of their ftates. Among the motives which

excited him to a war with the Emperor, the

reinftatement of the Elector Palatine, his rela-

tion, was not the lead ; yet was this prince

not fo much as once mentioned in the treaty of

Lubec, and one of its articles even recognifed

the Bavarian right of election. With fuch little

reputation did Chriftian IV. leave the fcene of

action.

Ferdinand had now, for the fecond time,

the tranquillity of Germany in his own power,
and it depended only upon him to change the

treaty with Denmark into a general peace.

From all quarters he was affailed by the cries

of the unfortunate, who bewailed their afflic-

tions; the cruelty of his foldiers, the rapa-

i
city
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city of his generals, had exceeded all bounds,

Germany, laid wafte by the favages of Manf-

feld's and the Duke of Brunfwic's armies, and

the more destructive bands of Tilly and Wai-

lenfiein, lay bleeding, exhaufted, defolate, and

lighed for tranquillity ; the flates of the Empire

ardently deflred peace, the Emperor himfelf

earneilly wifhed for it, being engaged in a war

in Upper Italy with France, exhaufted by that

which he had hitherto waged in Germany,
and apprehenfrve of the payment of expenfes

which was expected from him. But unfortu-

nately, the conditions upon which both reli-

gious parties fheathed the fword, contradicted

each other ; the Catholics were defirous to ter-

minate this war to their own advantage, the

Proteftants had equal pretenfions: the Em-

peror, inftead of uniting both by a prudent

moderation, declared himfelf for one party ;

and thus did Germany anew precipitate itfelf

into the horrors of a deftructive war.

Since the termination of the Bohemian trou-

bles, Ferdinand had commenced the coun-

ter-reformation in his hereditary dominions,

which, however, from regard towards fome

Proteftant ftates, was conducted with mode-

ration ; but the victories obtained by his gene-

ral
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ral in Lower Saxony encouraged him to lay

afide all referve. It was now intimated to

the Proteftants in his hereditary dominions,

that they muft either abandon their religion or

their native country ; a bitter and dreadful

alternative, which cauied the moft violent

commotions among the vaffals of Auitria.

After the expulfion of Frederic, the reformed

religion was fuppreffed in the Palatinate, and

its profeffors expelled the univerfity of Heidel-

burg.

Thefe innovations were a prelude to one ftill

greater; in the college of Electors, held at

Mulhaufen, the Catholics had required from

the Emperor the restitution of all the bifhoprics

and archbiihoprics, abbacies and priories, which

the Proteflants had taken poffeflion of lince

the treaty of Augfburg, in order to indemnify

(he former for the lofTes they had fuftained

iince the commencement of the war. Such a

hint could not be overlooked by fo zealous a

Catholic prince as Ferdinand, but it was as yet

deemed too foon to raife all the Proteflants in

Germany in commotion by fuch a fiep; there

.was no Proteftant prince whofe territories were

not concerned in this reftitution of the Catholic

chapters ; where the revenues of the latter were

not
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not converted to temporal purpofcs, they were

applied to the ule of the Proteftant church,

and leveral princes owed to them the greater

part- of their revenues and power. All ofthem,

without exception, mult be alarmed at the

recalling of the chapters. Though the religious

treaty had left the matter doubtful, it had not

exprefsly deprived them of thofe chapters ; but

the long pofleffion of more than a century, the

filence of former Emperors, the rules of mode-

ration, which gave them an equal fhare with the

Catholics in the endowments of their anceflors,

would be adduced by them as a rational claim.

Befides the immediate blew which the rcftora-

tion of thofe chapters gave their power and

authority, and the unforefecn confuflon which

would follow, it was of no fmall difadvan-

tage to them that fuch bifhoprics, reftorcd

to the Catholic party, would augment it by fo

many votes in the diet. So fenlible a lofs on

the part of the Proteflants gave the Emperor
to apprehend the moft violent refinance ; and

before the flames of war were extinguifhed in

Germany, he did not defire to roufe a party,

formidable by its union, which had a powerful

fupport in the Elector of Saxony. He at firll

refolved to try the experiment upon a fmall

fcale, to difcover in what manner it would

fucceed
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Succeed on a greater. Some free cities in Upper

Germany, and the Duke of Wirtemberg, re-

ceived orders to reftore feveral fuch alienated

chapters.

Circumftances in Saxony enabled the Em-

peror to make bolder experiments. In the

bifhoprics of Magdeburg and Halberftadt the

canons had not thought proper to elecl: biihops

of their own religion ; both bifhoprics were

now overrun by Wallenilein's troops, except

the town of Magdeburg. It happened by acci-

dent that Halberftadt was vacant by the death

of Duke Chriftian of Brunfwic, its adminiftra-

tor, and Magdeburg by the depofhion of Chrif-

tian William, a prince of the Houfe of Bran-

denburg: Ferdinand took advantage of this

circumftance to place a Catholic bifhop on the

fee of Halberftadt, and, befides, a prince of his

own houfe. To avoid fimilar coercion, the

chapter of Magdeburg haftened to elecl a fon

of the Eleclor of Saxony for their archbifhop ;

but the Pope, who aflumed the authority of

interfering in this matter, appointed the Auf-

trian prince to the archbifhopric of Magdeburg
alfo

;
and men could not but admire the addrefs

of Ferdinand, who amid the moft pious zeal

for
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for his religion did not forget the interefts of

his family.

At length, after the peace of Lubec had de-

livered the Empire from all apprehenfions on

the fide of Denmark, and had appeared totally

to lower the Proteflant intereft in Germany,
the demands of the League becoming louder

and more preffing, Ferdinand, in 1629, ligned

the edicl: of reftitution, fo famous for its dif-

aftrous confequences, after he had previoufly

laid it before the four Catholic Eleclors for

their approbation. In the preface he affumed

to himfelf the power, by virtue of his Imperial

authority, of expounding all thofe articles of

the religious treaty whofe obfcurity had already

caufed fo many errors, and of becoming fu-

preme arbitrator and judge between the con-

tending parties. This prerogative was grounded

upon the practice of his anceftors, and the

former confent even of the Protejftant ftates :

Saxony had actually yielded it to the Em-

peror; but it now appeared how defbruc-

tive the attachment of that Houfc to Auf-

tria was to the Proteflant caufe. But if the

letter of the treaty was expofed to double

interpretation, as was furficiently apparent

from the difputc of a century, the Emperor
could
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could not with propriety be umpire between

the Catholic and Proteftant ftates; for be-

ing necefTarily himlelf either a Catholic or a

Proteftant, he mult favour one of the parties*

It was alfo contrary to an effential article of

the treaty ; he could not be judge in his own
canfe without reducing the freedom of the Ger-

mans to an empty found.

Ferdinand, now ufing his authority to inter-

pret the treaty, gave the following decifion :

" That every confifcation of chapters made
* e

by the Pro teftants after the lignature of
"

it, was contrary to its fpirit, and fhould
" be recalled as a breach of it." He further

decided,
" that Catholic proprietors of eftates

" were no further bound to their Proteftant

"
fubjecls, than to grant them the liberty of

"
departure." According to this decifion, all

unlawful pofTeflbrs of ecclefiaftical chapters,

confequently all the Proteftants Without excep-

tion, were ordered forthwith to furrender what

were called their ufurped pofleffions to the

Imperial commifTaries,. under pain of being put

to the bann of the Empire.

No lefs than two archbifhoprics and twelve

bishoprics ftood on this lift ; beiides^ there.were

abbacies
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abbacies innumerable which had been feizcd by
the Protefiants. This edict was a th under- ftroke

to all the Proteftants in Germany ; dreadful

by its immediate confluences, and ftill morefo

from the more di ft ant ones to which it appeared

only a prelude. The German Proteftants now

plainly faw their ruin determined on by the Em-

peror and the Catholics, and doubted not that

the ruin ofGerman liberty would foon follow. A
remonftrance was forefeen on the part of the

Emperor. Commiffioners were nominated, and

an army affembled to enforce obedience. The

edicl was firft enforced at Augfburg, Vyhcre the

treaty was concluded ; that city mufl return to

its obedience, under a bifhop ; and fix Pro-

teftant churches were fhut up in it. In the

fame manner the Duke of Wirtemberg mutt fur-

render his abbies. This feverity alarmed all the

Proteftant itates, but without exciting them to an

effective reliftance ; their fear of the Emperor
was too powerful, and a great number of them

began already to fubmit. The hopes of ob-

taining their deiires in a peaceful manner pre-

vailed upon the Catholics to delay the full ex-

ecution of the edict for a year ; and this faved

the Proteftants. Before the end of that period

the fortune of the Swedifh arms changed the

face of affairs.

In
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In an aflembly of Ele6tors held at Ratifbort

in 1630, at which Ferdinand afliJfted in peribn,

it was intended to re-eflablifh the general peace

of Germany, and to redrefs all grievances.

There were not fewer on the lide of the Ca-

tholics than on that of the Protellants ; how-

ever, Ferdinand had perfuaded himfelf, as

member of the League by the edict of reflitu-

tion, and as its leader by the gift of the elec-

toral dignity, and the evacuation of the greater

part of the Palatinate, that he had obtained

the attachment of the Catholics.

Since Wailen jftein's appearance on the poli-

tical theatre, the good underftanding between

the Emperor and the princes of the League had

confiderably diminifhed. Accuftomed to give

law to Germany, and even to command the

Empire, the proud Elector of Bavaria now favv

himfelf fuddenly fupplanted by the Imperial

general, and his power, with that of the

League, totally annihilated. Another now aroie

to reap the fruit of his labours, and to bury his

paft fervices in oblivion. The haughty cha-

racter of Wallenflein, whofe moft agreeable

triumph conlifted in treating with difrefpecl:

that prince's authority, and even to give that

of his fovereign an odious latitude, not a little

coa-
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contributed to augment the Elector's fenfibility.

Difcontented with the Emperor, and diftruftful

of his intentions, he had entered into a treaty

with France, which ferved to render him

fufpecled by the other princes of the League.
The fear of the Emperor's plan of felf aggran-

dizement, and dhTatisfaclibn at prefent evils,

had extinguifhed all gratitude among them.

Wallenfrein's exactions were now become in-

tolerable. Brandenburg calculated its lofles at

twenty, Pomerania at ten, Hefie Caflel at fevea

millions of dollars, and the reft in proportion.

The demand for redrefs was loud and univerfal,

but vemonftrances were ufelcfs. No difference

was made between Catholics and Proteftants,

and all were united in this particular. The

Emperor received innumerable petitions againft

Wallenftein, and his ears were aflailed by the

mofl lively defcriptions of his violences. Fer-

dinand was not naturally cruel ; if not totally

innocent of the atrocities which were praclifcd

in Germany by his authority, he was unac-

quainted with their .extent, and he did not

hefttate at the requetf of the princes to difband

eighteen thoufand cavalry from his army. It

was while this reform took place that the

Swedes were preparing to enter Germany, and

VOL. i. p the
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the greater part of the diflbanded Imperial fol-

diers entered that fervice.

This condefcenfion of Ferdinand only en-

couraged the Elector of Bavaria to bolder de-

mands. The triumph over the Emperor was

imperfect,' while Wallenftein was commander

in chief. The princes muft now take revenge

of the haughtinefs of the general, which they

had all felt without diftinction. The difmiflal

of this man was demanded by the whole

College of Electors, and even by Spain, with

an unanimity which aftonifhed the Emperor :

but the eagernefs with which thofe who were

jealous of the Emperor fought Wallenftein's

ruin, muft have convinced the former of the

importance of his general. Wallenftein, in-

formed of the cabals againft him in Ratifbon,

did not neglect to expofe to the Emperor
the deligns of the Elector of Bavaria : he

himfelf appeared in Ratifbon, but with a pomp
which exceeded that of his mafter, and iu-

creafed the jealoufy of his opponent.

The Emperor long wavered before he came

to a decilion. The facrifice required of him

was painful ; he was indebted to Wallenftein

,for his entire fuDeriority ; he felt how much he

loft
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loft when he delivered him up to the in-

dignation of the princes. But, unfortunately,

he wanted the good will of the Electors, now

become necefTary to the appointing his fon Fer-

dinand, already elected King of Hungary, as

his heir in the Empire, to which the content of

Maximilian was indifpenfable. This duty he

thought the mod important, and he fcrupled

'not to facrifice his moft valuable fubjedt to

gain the Elector of Bavaria.

AmbafTadors from France appeared at this

diet of Electors at Ratifbon, with power to

prevent a war, which threatened to break out

in Italy, between the Emperor and their maf-

ter. Vincent Duke of Mantua and Montferrat

had died without children ; his next relation,

Charles Duke of Nevers, had taken poffeffion

of this inheritance without doing homage to

Ferdinand, as liege lord and Emperor. En-

couraged by the fupport of France and Venice,

he perlifted in his refufal of yielding up thofe

countries to the Imperial commiiTaries, until

his right fhould be decided. Ferdinand, in-

flamed by the Spaniards, to whom, as proprie-

tors of Milan, the neighbourhood of a French

vaffal was highly alarming, and to whom every

opportunity was pleating of making conquefts,

p 2, -by
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by the affiflance of Aufiria, in this part of

Italy, took up arms. Notwithstanding the in-

terpofition of Pope Urban VIII. who anxioufly

wifhed to prevent a war in that country, he

marched an army of Germans acrofs the Alps,

whole unexpected appearance threw the Italian

ftates into confirmation. His arms were al-

ready fuccefsful in Germany, and exaggerated

fears faw Austria's old claims to univerfal mo-

narchy renewed. All the horrors of war were

now fpread over the confecrated fields through
which the Po flows. Mantua was taken by

ftorm, and the furrounding country felt the

ravages of an unlicenfed foldiery. To the de-

tefiation in which the Emperor was held by alt

Germany, that of Italy was now added, and

even in the conclave itfelf filent prayers were

offered to Heaven for the fuccefs of the S\ved;fti

arms.

Alarmed by the univerfal hatred which the

Italian campaign drew upon them, and weary
of the opposition he had met with from the

Electors, who zealoufly promoted the defigns

of the French minuter, the Emperor liftened

to the propofals of France, and promifed the

new Duke the inveftiture.

This
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This important fervice on the part of Bavaria

required an equivalent from France. The con-

clufion of the treaty afforded Richelieu's mini-

fler the defired opportunity of troubling the

Empire, during his refidence at Ratifbon, with

the moft dangerous intrigues, of inflaming the

difcontented princes of the League itill more

againft him, and turning all the negotiations

of the College of Electors to his difadvantage.

For this purpofe Richelieu had chofen, in the

perlbn of Father Jofeph, the Capucin friar

who accompanied the ambaflador unfufpecled,

an excellent inflrument. His firft inftructions

were zealoufly to promote the difmifial of Wal-

Icnitcin. With the general who led them to vic-

tory, Auftria's armies loft a great part of their

flrength. Armies could not fupply the place

of this one man : it was therefore a mafter-

ftroke of politics, at the moment when a vic-

torious king, abfolute mafter of his operations,

advanced againft the Emperor, to take the only

general who could be compared to him in ex-

perience and reputation from the head of the

Imperial forces. Father Jofeph undertook to

overcome the Emperor's irrefolution, who was

in a manner befieged by the Spaniards and the

Electors. "
It would be expedient," he thought,

" to gratify the Electors upon this occaiion, in

p 3
" order
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<c order the fooner to obtain the dignity of

"
King of the Romans. Were this difficulty

" once furmounted, Wallenftein could at any
" time be found to refume his former ftation."

The artful Capucin was too fure cf his man to

make any addition to this confolation.

Ferdinand heard the voice of a monk as he

would that of Heaven. "
Nothing on earth"

writes his own confefTor,
" was more /acred in

<: his eyes than the priefthood"
" Did it happen,

was he oft heard to fay,
" that an angel from

(t heaven and a clergyman 'were to meet him at

(c the fame time and piace^ the clergyman Jhould
" receive his firft,

and the angel the fecond acJ of
" his obeifance." Wallenftein's difmiflal was

determined upon.

In return for this pious condefceniion, the

Capucin negotiated at Ratifbon with fuch dex-

terity again ft him, that his delign of procuring
the King of Hungary the title of that of the

Romans entirely failed. In an article of the

late treaty, the French minifler had declared

exprefTly, in the name of his mafler, that

France would maintain the moft perfect neu-

trality towards the Emperor's enemies, at the

very time that Richelieu was fecretly negotiat-
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ing with Sweden, encouraging him to under-

take a war, and preffing him to accept the al-

liance of his mafter. He even difclaimed this

falfehood fo foon as it had the defired effect ;

and Father Jofeph was confined to a convent

for having exceeded his inftructions. Ferdi-

nand, too late, was aware of his deceit :
" A

" wicked Capucin," he was heard to fay,
" has difarmed me by his rofary, and enclofcd
" no Icfs than fix Electors in his cowl."

Thus did art and knavery triumph over

the Emperor at the period when he was

thought mafter of Germany, and actually was

fuch by his arms. With the lofs of 18,000

men, and a general who alone was worth

an army, he left Ratifbon, without having ac-

complifhed the defire for which he made all

thele facririces. Before the Swedes had van-

quifhed him in the field, Maximilian of Bava-

ria and Father Jofeph had inflicted a mortal

wound. It was at this memorable diet that

the war commenced with Sweden, while that

of Mantua was terminated. The princes on

this occafion interfered in vain on behalf of

the Dukes of Mecklenburg, and with as little

effect did an Englifh envoy beg for a penfian

for the unfortunate Eledtor Palatine.

p 4 Wai-
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Wallenftein commanded an army of near one

hundred thoufand men, by whom he was ador-

ed, when the news of his difmhTal was communi-

cated to him. The greater part of the officers

were his creatures, and a hint from him decided

the fate of the common foldiers ; his ambition

was boundlefs, his pride infupportable, and his

imperious fpirit could not brook an injury;

one moment was now to precipitate him from

the height of power to the condition of a private

man. To execute a fimilar fentence upon fuch

a criminal, appeared to require an acl: no lefs

than that by which it had been obtained ; but

precautions had been taken to felecl two of

Wallentfein's moft intimate friends, as the

heralds of thefe bad tidings, who foftened them

as much as poiTible by the affurance of the con-

tinuation of the Emperor's favour.

Wallenftein was already acquainted with the

nature of their errand, when the Emperor's

meflengers made their appearance ; he had

time to collect himfelf, and his countenance

fhowed calmnefs while his breaft was torn by

contending paffions. But he had precjeter-

mined to yield implicit obedience. This refo-

lution of the Emperor furprifed him before cir-

cumilances were prepare4 for a bold Hep, an4

his



THIRTY YEARS WAR. 217

his preparations in a ftatc of fufficicnt for-

wardnefs. His great cftatcs were fcattered over

Bohemia and Moravia : by their confiscation

the Emperor would deftroy the nerves of his

power. From time he expected fatisfacYion,

and in this hope he was encouraged by the

prophecies of an Italian aftrologcr, who led

this otherwilc intrepid fpirit like a child.

Seni had read in the ftars that the career of

his mafter was not yet ended, and that the

fequel had prepared for him a hrilliant fortune.

It was indeed unneceffary to eonfult the (tars

in order to make it probable that an enemy
fuch as Guttavus Adolphus would make the

fervices of luch a general as Wallenftein indif-

perifable.

" The Emperor is betrayed," faid Wallrn-

frein to the meffengcrs :
"

I pity, but forgive
" him: it is evident that Bavaria domineers;
"

I am forry that he ha^ fo
t-alily facrifieed me,

" but I will obey." The emiiraries were dif-

mifTed with rich prefents, and he bdbught the

Emperor'^ further favour and protection in an

humble letter. The murmurs of his army were

nnivcrfal upon hearing the dilmiifal of their

ge rral, and the greit.T p:rt of his oiticers

Immediately quitted the Imperial fervicc ;
fcve-

3 ral
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ral followed him to his eflates in Bohemia and

Moravia
; others he attached by penfions, in

order to command their fervices whenever op-

portunity offered.

His intentions were by no means fixed on

repofe while he returned to a private fiation.

In his folitude he was furrounded by a regal

pomp which appeared to reproach his degrada-
tion j fix gates led to his palace in Prague,
and a hundred houfes were demolifhed in order

to clear the furrounding fpace. Similar palaces

were built upon his numerous eftates ; gentle-

men of the firft families fought the honour of

feeing him, and Imperial chamberlains were

known to deliver up the golden key in order to

exercife that duty under Wallenftein ; he main-

tained fixty pages, who were inftructed by the

moil able matters ; his antechamber was pro-

tected by fifty life-guards ;
his table never con-

filled of lefs than a hundred covers, and his

houfe-fteward was a perfon of diftinclion ; when

he travelled, his fuite and baggage were carried

upon a hundred waggons, drawn by fix and

four horfes ; his court followed him in fixty

coaches, attended by fifty led horfes ; the mag-
nificence of his liveries, the fplendour of his

equipage, and the decorations of his apart-

ments;
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ments were in proportion ; fix barons and as

many knights continually attended his perfon ;

twelve patroles went their rounds in his palace

to prevent any difturbance; his bufy genius

required lilence ; the noife of coaches was not

permitted near his rcfidence, and the flreets

leading to it were often fhut up with chains.

His deportment was no lefs impenetrable than

his aceefs; dark, referved, and profound, he

was more tparing of his words than his gifts,

and the little that he fpoke was uttered in

unamiable accents ; he never fmilcd, and the

coldnefs of his temperature withftood all fonfual

gratifications. Ever occupied by the moft ex-

tenfive fchemes of ambition, he rejected thole

idle diifipations in which others fpend the beft

part of their time ; a correfpondence throughout

Europe he managed himfclf, and the greater part

of his letters were written by his own pen. lie

was a man of large Itature, thin, of a yellow-

complexion, with red fhort hair, and fmall but

penetrating eyes; his countenance diiplayed a

forbidding ferioufnefs, and the magnificence of

his prefents could alone retain the trembling

crowd of his fervants.

It was in this flately darkncfs thatWallenflein

awaited, not inactively, the return of his good

fortune,
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fortune, and the hour of his revenge ; the bril-

liant fucceffes of Guftavus Adolphus foon gave

him reafon to expe6l its approach. He had

abandoned none of his vaft plans ; the Emperor's

ingratitude had abiblved him from a burden-

fome duty ; thefplendourof his life, as a private

man, betrayed the extent of his ambition ; and

bountiful even as a monarch, he feemed to

regard as his own, the poirefiions which hi$

hopes affigned him.

A new generaliffimo muft be appointed after

Wallenfrein's difmiifal, and Guftavus Adol-

phus's invafion ; and it appeared neceffary im-

mediately to entruft the Imperial and League
armies to one chief.

Maximilian of Bavaria made efforts to obtain

this important dignity, which would render

him mafter of the Emperor; but this confider-

ation induced the latter to prefer to that flation

his ehleft fon, the King of Hungary. At

length, however, to avoid giving offence to

either of the competitors, the command was

given to the general of the League, Tilly, who

now exchanged the Bavarian for the Auftrian

fervice. The army which Ferdinand fiill pof-

feifed in Germany, after the retreat of W alien-

It ein's
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Itcin's troops, amounted to about 40,000 men ;

the forces of the League were not much le&

numerous ;
both commanded by excellent offi-

cers, porTeffing the experience of leveral cam-

paigns, and proud of a long feries of victories.

With this force it was thought the King of

Sweden's invasion was the lefs alarming, as

Mecklenburg and Pomerania, the only two

countries through which he could enter, were

already in the hands of his enemies.

After the King of Denmark's unfortdnate

attempt to check the Emperor's progrefs, Guf-

tavus Adolphus was the only prince in Europe
from whom oppreffed liberty could hope for

aid ; the only one whom the flrongeft political

motives excited to an undertaking, in which

he was alfo jufiified by the injuries he had

received, and for which he was admirably fitted

by his perfonal qualities. From important poli

tical grounds, which he poffeffed in common
with Denmark, he had already, previous to

the commencement ofthe war in Lower Saxony,

made an offer of his army and perfon to defend

Germany ; but unfortunately for the Danifli

monarch, his offer was rejected. Since that

period, the fuperiority of Wallenftcin, and the

defpotic pride of the Emperor, encouraged both

to
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to make demands which mufl have personally

offended him as a (bvereign prince. Auftrian

troops were detached to the affiflance of the

Poliih king Sigifmund, in order to defend

Pruffia againft the Swedes. When the king

complained of this acl: of hoftility to Wallen-

flein, he received for anfvver from the latter,

" The Emperor has a fuperfluity of troops,
" and muft affiil his allies with them." At

the Danifh congrcfs at Lubec, Wallenfrein had

infulted the Svvedifh ambafTadors ; and when

they had the courage to remain unawed by his

treatment, he threatened them with an ufage

which violated the law of nations. Ferdi-

nand alfo infulted the Swedifh flag, and had

the king's ditpatches conveyed to Tranfilvania ;

he perlifted in throwing in obtfacles to prevent

the peace between Sweden and Poland, to fup-

port Sigifmund's claim to the Swedifh throne,

and to refufe Gufiavus Adolphus the title of

king ; he deigned not to pay the flighteft atten-

tion to the repeated rernonilrances of Guflavus,

and, inflead of atoning for pail, he aggravated

them by new injuries.

So many perfonal infults, fupported by the

moft important (late and religious confider-

ations, and feconded by preffing invitations

from
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from Germany, muft naturally make a for-

cible impreffion upon a prince who was the

more jealous of his royal prerogative, in pro-

portion as the title of king was denied him ;

who found himfelf infinitely flattered by the

proipect of relieving the opprefled, and who paf-

lionately loved war as the native element of his

genius. But previous to his engaging in a new

and dangerous conteft, it was abfolutely necef-

fary to conclude either a peace, or cefTation

of hofiilities with Poland.

Cardinal Richelieu had the merit of procur-

ing this truce between Sweden and Poland.

That great flatefman, with the helm of Europe
in one hand, while with the other he reprefTed

the fury of interior factions, and the influence

of the great in France, obitinately perfevered,

amid the cares of a boifterous adminiftration,

to check the growing power of the Houfe of

Auftria. But the circurnftances in which he

was placed oppofed fuch obftacles to his plan

as were fufficient to deter the greateil minds

from its profecution, particularly as it Itood in

<oppofition .to the prejudices of the age. Minif-

ter of a Catholic king, and Cardinal of the

Romifh church, the purple he bore did not

yet permit him, in conjunction with the ene-

mies
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mies of his religion, openly to wage war with

a power whofe ambition was cloaked by the

fpeqous appearance of an attachment to the

Catholic faith. The refpeft which Richelieu

was obliged to maintain for the confined ideas

of his cotemporaries, checked his political un-

dertakings, and obliged him privately to purfue

the plan of his enlightened genius by means of

foreign affiftance. After having in vain endea-

voured to prevent the peace between the Em-

peror and the King of Denmark, he had re-

courfe to Gufiavus Adolphus, the hero of his

age. Nothing was omitted to haften the king's

refolution, and to .afford him the means of

executing it. Charnaffe, a faithful emiffary of

Richelieu, went to Polifh Pruffia, where Guf-

tavus Adolphus carried on a war with Sigif-

rnund, and alternately viiited both princes in

order to procure a peace between them. Guf-

tavus was long prepared for this event,, and

the French envoy at length fucceeded in open-

ing the eyes of Sigifmund to his true interefts,

and the faithlefs politics of Auftria. A truce

was concluded for fix years, by which Guftavus

remained in poiTeffion of his conquefts, and

finally obtained the opportunity fo long

deiired, of turning his arms againft the Em-

peror. Towards this enterprife, the French

envoy
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envoy offered him. his matter's alliance, and

considerable fubfidies
-,
but Guftavus entertained

apprehenfions that the acceptance of the latter

would place him in a Hate of dependance upon

France, which might lhackle him in the pro-

grefs of his luccefs, and alfo that his alliance

with a Catholic power would excite the jealouly

of the Protcilants.

Notwith (landing both the juftice and the

necefTity of this war, the appearances under

which Guituvus Adolphus undertook it were

highly unfavourable; the very name of Em-

peror was formidable, his refources were inex-

haufiible, and his armies hitherto invincible.

Any other fpirit but that of Guftavus would

have been difmayed by Ib dangerous a conflict :

he calmly weighed the obftacles and dangers

which oppofcd his undertaking, and found the

means to furmount them. His army, though
not numerous, was well difciplined, hardened

in a fevere climate, and, by continual cam-

paigns, formed for victory in the war with

Poland. Sweden, deficient in money and po-

pulation, and reduced by an eight years war,

was devoted to its king ^vvith an enthuliafm

which promifed the effectual fupport of every

order in the ftate. In Germany the Emperor
VOL. i. a was
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was odious as he was formidable. The Proteft-

ant princes only awaited the arrival of a deli-

verer, to throw off the infupportable yoke of

tyranny under which they laboured, and openly

declare for the Swedes ; even the Catholic

powers could not behold with difpleafure the

arrival of an antagonift who promifed to check

the overgrown power of the Emperor. The

firft victory gained upon the German territory

muft naturally decide the caufe of Sweden, by

bringing the princes who had hitherto Hood

neuter, to declare themfelves, ilrengthen the

courage of its adherents, increafe the number

of its troops, and open rich refources for the

continuance of the war. If the greater part of

the German flates had hitherto been fufferers

from oppreffion, the Hanfe towns ftill remained

in a profperous condition, and were by no

means dilpofed to facrifice themfelves ; in pro-

portion as the Auftrians were expelled from

the countries of which they had poffefled them-

felves, their means of fubfiftence were dimi-

nifhed ; ill-timed detachments of troops to Italy

and the Netherlands had already weakened

the Emperor's power. Spain, exhaufted by
the lofs of its Manilla fleet, and a bloody war

in the Netherlands, could promife him little

fupport. Great Britain, on the contrary, gave
Guflavus
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Guftavus Adolphus the hope of considerable

fubfidies ; and France, which had quelled its

domeftic troubles, made the moft advantageous
offers in fupport of his undertaking.

But the flrongeft pledge for the happy ifTue

of his entcrprife, Guftavus found in himfelf ;

prudence, however, required him to obtain all

Foreign aid, thereby to fecure his undertaking
from the imputation of rafhnefs. But this fore-

fight and rcfolution were entirely derived from

his own mind. He was indifputably the greatefl

general of his age, and the braved foldier in

an army formed by himfelf; fully acquainted

with the taclics of ancient Greece and Rome,
he had made improvements upon the art of

war which have been adopted by the greatefl

generals after his time ;
he diminifhed the un-

wieldy fquadrons of cavalry, in order to render

the movements of that part of the army more

light and active ; for that purpofe he formed

his battalions of infantry at great intervals.

His army he compofed of two lines, inflead of

one, that the fecond might advance to fup-

port the firft, in cafe the latter was thrown

into diforder. The want of cavalry he fupplied

by placing mufketeers among his horfe, and

this often decided the viclory. Europe firft

a 2 learned
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learned from him the great importance of

infantry in the day of battle. Germany was

aftonifhed at the ftriclnefs of the Svvedifh dif-

cipline ;
all diforders were punifhed with the

utmoft feverity, more particularly impiety,

theft, gaming, and duelling. The Swedifh

articles o f war enforced frugality, and the

camp, even the King's tent, difplayed neither

gold nor filver plate ; the general's attention

was as much direcled to the foldier's morals as

to his martial bravery ; each morning and

evening every regiment formed a circle round

its chaplain for prayers. In every thing the

King fet the example. The courage of his

magnanimous foul was ftill further augmented

by an ardent piety ; equally free from the coarfe

infidelity of the northern barbarians, and the

miferable fuperftition of Ferdinand, which de-

graded him in the eyes of the Supreme Being,

Guftavus remained ftill, in the height of his

good fortune, the man and the chriftian, but

amid all his devotion, the king and the hero.

The hardships of war he bore like the meaneft

foldier in his army, maintained the utmoft

ferenity of mind amid the fury of combat, and,

with an extraordinary intrepidity, forgot the

fusrounding danger while he expofed himfelf

to every peril. His native vivacity but too

often



THIRTY TEARS WAR. 229

often forgot the duty of a general, and the life

of the King ended in the death of a common
foldier. But fueh a leader was equally followed

by the backward and the brave, while his rapid

glance carefully obferved every deed of valour

which his example excited. His renown rouf-

ed among the people an enthuliaflic fenfe of

their own importance : proud of fuch a king,

the peafant of Finland and Gothland gave his

pittance with pleafure, the foldier willingly

ihed his blood, and the extraordinary influence

which this one man had upon the nation fur-

vived him during a long period.

Though no doubt was entertained of the

neceffity of the war, confiderable difficulties

arofe as to the manner ofwaging it. An ofFen-

live war appeared too dangerous to the magna-
nimous Chancellor Oxentern, as the fcanty

treafures of the King bore no competition with

the inexhauftible refources of a defpot, who

held the entire German empire in fubjection.

The timid fcrtiples of the minirler were, how-

ever, overruled by the deeper penetration of

the hero. " If we await the enemy in Swe-

den," laid Guflavus, all is loft by a de-

" feat ; every thing, on the contrary, is gained
f(

by a fortunate commencement in Germany,
a 3

" The
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" The fea is wide, and we have extenfive

" coafts to guard; fhould the enemy's fleet

"
efcape us, or our own be defeated, it would

" in either cafe be impoffible to prevent 3,

**
landing. Every thing depends upon the

"
prefervation of Stralfund ; fo long as that

" harbour is open to us, we fhall both main-

" tain our influence in the Baltic, and fecure

" a retreat from Germany. In order to pre-
" ferve this port, however, we muft not re-

tr main in Sweden, but pafs with an army into

te Pomerania. Let me then hear no more of

" a defenlive plan of operations, by which we
" facrifice our greateft advantages. A hoJftile

" ftandard upon its territories is not a pleaiing
"

profpecl for Sweden ; and when vanquifhed
" in Germany it will be time enough to fol-

" low your plan."

It was thus refolved to crofs the Baltic and

attack the Emperor ; preparations were made
with the utmoft expedition, and the meafures

embraced by Guftavus in forwarding this plan,

difplayed no lefs forefight than its execution

did valour. Previous to engaging in fo exten-

five a war, it was necefTary to fecure Sweden

againft the attempts of its neighbours. Gufta-

vus fecured the Danifh king's alliance by an

interview
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interview with him at Markaroed ; he ftrength-

cned his frontier towards Mufcovy ; and Poland

might be held in check in Germany if it be-

trayed any deiign of infringing the truce. Fal-

kenberg, a Swedish emiflary who went through

Germany and Holland, obtained the mod flat-

tering promifes from feveral princes, though
none of them as yet poflerTed refolution fuffi-

cient to form an open treaty with Sweden.

Lubec and Hamburg confented to advance

money, and accept Swedifh copper in return ;

trufty meflengers were even lent to the Prince

of Tranfylvania, in order to roufe that impla-

cable enemy of Auftria to hoflility.

Meanwhile Swedifh levies were made in

Germany and the Netherlands ; the regiments

were completed ; new ones raifed ; tranfports

were obtained ; the fleet was fitted out ; provi-

iions, military flores, and money, were col-

lected in the greateft poflible quantities ; thirty

fhips of war were in a Ihort time prepared for

launching; an army of 15,000 men was aflem-

bled, and two hundred tranfports were prepared

to waft them acrois the Baltic. Guftavus Adol-

phus was defirous of introducing no greater

force into Germany, and even the maintenance

of this fraall army had hitherto exceeded the

Q 4 revenues
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revenues of his kingdom. But fmall as this

force was, it was choien in point of difciplinea

valour, and experience, and laid the founda-

tion of a more numerous army, provided its

firfl attempts were attended with fuccefs.

Oxenftern, both chancellor and general, was

at the head of 10,000 men in Poland; fome

regular troops, and a confidcrable body of mi-

litia, which ferved the army as a nurfery, re-

mained in Sweden, to preierve that kingdom

againft any fudden invaiion.

By thefe means the fafety of Sweden was fe-

cured. Guftavus Adolphus beflowed equal

care upon its interior adminiftration. The go.
vemment was entrufted to the council of itate,

and the finances to John Caffimir, Count Pa-

latine, Guftavus's brother-in-law ; while the

Queen, notwithstanding the tender affection

which he bore her, was excluded by rcafon of

her confined talents from every fhare in the

adminiftration. He quitted his palace with the

prefentiment of feeing it no more. On the 2oth

of May 1630, the King appeared in the gene-
ral Aflembly of States at Stockholm, to bid

them a folemn farewell. Here he took in his

arms his daughter Chriflina, then four years

old, fhe having been previoufly acknowledged

as
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ns his fucreflbr, profented her to the ftates as

their future ibvcreign, and exa&ed from them

an oath of allegiance to her in cafe of his re-

turning no more ; he alfo read the regulations

to be obferved in the government, either dur-

ing his abfence or the minority of his daughter.

At this moving fcene the AfTembly diffolved

into tears ; and the King was himfelf fo much

overcome, that it was fome time before he could

pronounce the difcourfe he had prepared for the

occalion, and which he at length delivered to

the following purpofe :

" It is not without juft caufe, Gentlemen,
?' that I embark myfelf afld you in the prefent
" war : God is my witnefs that I do not en-

<c
gagc

'm ^is conteft purely from my own
" inclinations. The Emperor of Germany
" has already inhumanly infulted me in the

"
perfon of my ambafTador ; he has fupported

" my enemies, perfecutcd my friends, op-
"

prefled my religion, and even made attempts
"

upon my crown. The opprefTed ftates of

"
Germany call aloud for that vengeance

66
which, under the influence of Divine aid,

t c we are determined to procure them.

" I am



HISTORY OF THE

" I am fully fenlible of the dangers to which
" my life will be expofed. I have never yet
" flirunk from danger, and I cannot avoid my
" fate ; hitherto has Providence guarded me
<e in a wonderful manner, but {till I am def-

te tined to fall in defence of my country. Be
"

juft, be confcientious, act fairly, and we fhall

"
again meet in eternity.

(C To you, my couniellors of Irate, I firft

<( turn myfelf. May God enlighten your un-
"

derftandings, and enable you to govern my
S(

people with wifdom.

"
You, intrepid nobility, I commend to

tf Divine protection. Continue to fhow your-
" felves the defcendants of thofe Gothic heroes
w who laid the Roman eagles in the dufl.

" To you, the miniflers of religion, I re-

" commend patience and moderation. Be
" an example of thofe virtues which you
"

preach, and never abufe the influence which
"

you have acquired over the minds of my
"

people.

"
Deputies of the burgeffes and the pea-

"
fantry, I wifh you the Divine bleffing. May

"
your
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*<
your induftry be crowned by a profperous

f<
harveft; and may you enjoy in abundance

fe all the goods of this life.

t For the profperity of all my fubje<5ls, both

fe abfent and prefent, I offer to the Supreme
*'

Being my moft fervent prayers. I bid you
" all my moft fmcere farewell ; and bid it,

* f

perhaps, for the laft time."

The embarkation of the troops took place at

Elfsnaben, where the fleet lay at anchor. An
innumerable crowd of fpe&ators flocked from

all fides to behold this grand fpeclacle. The

hearts of the fpeclators were moved by various

fenfations, whether they confidered the ex-

tent of the preparations, or the greatnefs of

the leader. Among the fuperior officers who

commanded in this army were, Guftavus Horn,

Otto Lewis, Count Palatine, Henry Matthias,

Count Thurn, Ortenburg, Bannier, Teufel,

Tott, Mutfenfahl, Falkenburg, Knyphaufen,
and feveral others who had acquired a brilliant

reputation. Detained by contrary winds, the

fleet was unable to fail until June, and arrived

the 24th of that month at the ifland of Ruden,

pn the coaft of Pomerania.

Guftavus
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Guftavus Adolphus was the firfl who leaped

on fhore. In the prefence of his fuite he fell

upon his knees to return thanks to the Al-

mighty for the fafe arrival of his fleet and

army *. He landed his troops upon the iflands

of Wollen and Ufedom : the Auftrians, upon
his approach, immediately quitted their en-

trenchments, and fled. Conqueft attended his

entrance into Germany. With the utmofl ra-

pidity he appeared before Stettin, to make him-

felf matter of that important place before the

Imperialifls took porTeffion of it. Bogiflaus XIV".

Duke of Pomerania, a weak fuperannuated

prince, was long tired of the oppreffions which

the Imperialifls had exercifed, and ftill continued

to exercife in his territories : but, too weak to

relifl, he had contented himfelf with murmurs.

The appearance of his deliverer, inftead of excit-

ing his hopes, only increafed his fears and irre-

folution. Though his country flill bled frefh

from the wounds which the Imperialifts in-

flicted, he could not be prevailed upon to join

the Swedes. Guliavus Adolphus encamped
under the walls of Stettin, and fummoned that

town to receive a Swedifh garrifon. Bogiflaus

* The King's piety was not very confident with the

defigns which he afterwards formed a^unft the liberties of

Germany, Tranf.

appeared
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appeared in perfon in the Swediih camp to ex-

cufe his not complying with this requcft.
" I come as your friend, not as your enemy,"
anfwered Guftavus. "

I do not wage war
"

againft you or the German Empire, only
"

againft the enemies of both. In my hands
" fhall this dutchy be facred, and it fhall be
" reflored to you at the conclulion of the cam-
"

paign with much more certainty than it

<f would by any other. Look to the footfleps
" of the Imperial troops in your dominions,
"

regard thofe of mine in Ufedom, and deter-

" mine whether you will have the Emperor or

" me as your friend. What do you expect,
" fhould Ferdinand make himfelf mafter of
"

your capital ? Will he difplay more cle-

"
mency than I ? Is it your intention to flop

te my progrefs ? Affairs are prefling, take

"
your meafures, and do not oblige me to have

" recourfe to violent means."

The alternative was painful to the Duke of

Pomerania. On one hand, the King of Swe-

den was before his gates with a formidable

army ; on the other he faw the terrible ven-

geance of the Emperor, and the melancholy

profpecl: of fo many German princes who fell a

facririce to it, and now wandered through the

world,
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world, ftripped of their pofleffions, and iri

mifery. The more immediate danger decided

his refolution. The gates of Stettin were

opened to the King. Swedifh troops entered^

and the advantage was gained over the Auf-

trians, who advanced towards it by rapid

inarches. The poffeflion of this place procured
the King a firm footing in Pomerania, the na-

vigation of the Oder, and a magazine for his

army. Bogiflaus did not fcruple to excufe this

meafure before the Emperor on the plea of ne-

ceffity, and expofe himfelf, on the commence-

ment, to the reproach of treachery : but aware

of the implacable difpofition of this monarch, he

formed a clofe alliance with his new protector,

in order, by the friendfhip of the Swedes, to

fhelter himfelf from Auftria's vengeance. The

King acquired, by this alliance with Pomera-

nia, an important friend in Germany, who

might cover his retreat, and keep open the

communication \vith Sweden.

Guftavus Adolphus thought himfelf abfolved

from the ufual formalities towards Ferdinand,

who had been the aggreflbr in Pruffia, and

commenced hoftilities without a declaration of

war. He juftified his conduct before all Eu-

rope in a manifeflo, in which he explained the

4 grounds
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grounds of his taking up arms. Meanwhile

he continued his progrefs in Pomerania, and

daily faw his army increafe. The troops which

he had fought under Mansfeld, the Duke of

Brunfwic, and Wallenftein, came, both of-

ficers and foldiers, in crowds to join his victo-

rious ftandards.

The invafion of the King of Sweden excited

by no means, at the Imperial court, the atten-

tion which it merited. Auitria's pride, elevated

to its utmoft height by its hitherto unheard-of

fuccefs, regarded with contempt a prince who,

with a handful of men, came from an obfcure

corner of Europe, and whom they fuppofed to

owe the military reputation he had already ac-

quired to having been oppofed to a flill more

contemptible enemy than himfelf. The humi-

liating reprefentation which Wallenitein had

artfully given of the Swedilh power contributed

to increafe the Emperor's fecurity. For what

refpecl: could he have for an enemy whom his

general undertook to drive fo ealily out of

Germany ? Even the victorious progrefs of

Guflavus Adolphus in Pomerania could not

extinguifh the prejudices which the ridicule of

flatterers had thrown upon him. He was called

in Vienna the fnow king, who was congealed
in
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in the North, but would infallibly melt on his

approach to the fouthward. Even Eledors

who were affembled in Ratifbon paid no at-

tention to his manifefto, and from abjecl com-

plaifance towards Ferdinand refufed him the

title of king. But while they amufed them-

felves, in Vienna and Ratifbon, with turning

him into ridicule, he made himfelf mafter of

feverat ftrong places in Mecklenburg and Po-

merania.

However, notwithftanding this contemptuous

behaviour, the Emperor thought it proper to

offer to terminate the quarrel with Sweden

by negotiation, and actually fent plenipoten-

tiaries to Dantzic for that purpofe. But their

inJftruc~Hons plainly fhowed his inlincerity by
flill continuing to refufe Guftavus the title of

King. His delign was to remove the odium

of being the aggreflbr to the King of Sweden,
and thereby to claim the fupport of the {tales of

the Empire. The cbngrefs at Dantzic ended

fruitleflly, as might have been forefeen, and

the animofity of both parties was increafed to

its utmoft pitch by a paffionate correlpondence.

An Imperial general, Torquato Ponti, who
commanded the army in Pomerania, had in

vain
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Vain endeavoured to wreft Stettin from the

Swedes. The Imperial ids were driven from

one place to another : Damm, Stargard, Ca-

min, and Wolgaft, foon fell into the King's
hands. To revenge himfelf upon the Duke of

Pomerania, the Imperial general, on the re-

treat of his troops, permitted them to exercife

every fpecies of barbarity upon the unfortunate

inhabitants, who had already but too much
fuffered from his avarice. Under the pretext

of depriving the Swedes of fubfiftence, the

whole country was laid wafie and plun-

dered ; and it often happened that when the

Imperialifts could no longer maintain a town,

it was laid in afhes, in order to leave the

enemy nothing but ruins. But thefe barba-

rities ferved no other purpole than to fet the

oppolite behaviour of the Swedes in a more

brilliant light, and to obtain the humane King
the attachment of all mankind. The Swedifh

foldier regularly paid for every thing, and

no private property was molefted on his

march. In conlequence of this, they were

received, both in town and country, with

open arms : all the Imperial foldiers who fell

into the hands of the Pomeranian peafantry

were maflfacred without compaffion. A num-

ber of Pomeranians entered the Swedilh fer-

VOL. i. R vice ;
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vice ; and the ftates of this exbaufted country

willingly voted the King a contribution of a

hundred thoufand florins.

Torquato Conti, who, notwithstanding the

fcverity of his character, was a confuminate

general, endeavoured to make the pofTeffion of

Stettin ufelefs to the King of Sweden, though
he could not expel

x him from it. He in-

trenched himfelf at Garz, above Stettin, on

the Oder, to cut off the communication of

the town with Germany. Nothing could

prevail upon him to give battle to the King,
who was fuperior in ilrength : the latter

was equally cautious in not ftorming the in-

trenchments of the Imperialifls. Torquato,

wanting both men and money, intended by
this plan of operations to gain time for Tilly

to haften to the affiilance of Pomerania, and

then, in conjunction with that general, to ad-

vance upon the Swedes. He took advantage
of the King's abfence to make an attempt to

furprife Stettin } but the Swedes were prepared

for him. A fpirited attack of the Imperialifls

was firmly fuflained, and Torquato retired

with great lofs. It is not to be denied, that

Guftavus Adolphus owed this fuccefsful com-

mencement of the war as much to fortune as

to
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to his military talents. The Imperial droops in

Pomerania were greatly reduced fince Wallen-

jftein's difmiflal. Their ravages were now fe-

verely retorted upon them : an exhaufted

defolated country could no longer afford

the means of fubliftence ; difcipline was loft,

and the troops ceafed to refpecl the orders

of their officers. Their numbers viliblv dimi-
I

nifhed, both by great defertions and a mor-

tality which the feverc colds had brought

among them in a ftrange climate. Under thefe

circumftances the Imperial general was defirous

of allowing his troops the rcpofe of winter

quarters. But he had to oppofe him an enemy
who felt no winter in the climate of Germany.
The Imperial plenipotentiaries who came to

treat for a ceflation of hoftilities received the

following difcouraging anfwer :
" The Swedes

'" are foldiers in winter as well as in fummer,
" and not difpofed to opprefs the poor inha-

<c bitants. The Imperialifts may act as they
" think proper, but they muft not expect: to

" remain quiet." Shortly after Torquato Conti

refigned a command which offered neither

riches nor reputation.

From this unequal flate of both armies, the

advantage muft naturally have been on the

R 2 Swedifh
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Swedifli lide. The ImperiaMs were perpe-

tually haraffed in their winter quarters ; Grei-

fenhagen, an important place upon the Oder,

was taken by ftorm, and the towns of Gartz

and Piritz were at length abandoned by the

enemy. Of all Pomerania, Griefswald, Dem-

min, and Colburg alone, remained in their

hands, and the King made the neceflary pre-

parations to beiiege thefe places. The flying

enemy direcled his courfe towards the March

of Brandenburg, not without fuftaining great

lofs in artillery, baggage, and men, which fell

into the hands of their purfucrs.

By feizing the pafles at Ribnitz and Dam-

garten, Guftavus Adolphus had Opened himfelf

the pafTage into Mecklenburg, whofe inhabitants

were invited by a manifeflo to return under the

allegiance of their legitimate fovereign, and to

expel Wallenftein's party. The Auftrians,

however, made themfelves matters of the im-

portant town of Roftock, which prevented the

farther advances of the King, who was unwill-

ing to divide his forces. The Dukes of Meck-

lenburg had in vain employed the good offices

of the princes affembled at Ratiibon in their

favour with the Emperor; they had in vain,

in order to foften Ferdinand, renounced the

1 Swedifh
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Swedifh alliance and every idea of refiftance.

But rendered defperate by the Emperor's in-

flexibility, they now openly efpoufed the party

of the King of Sweden, and raifed troops, the

command of which they gave to Francis Charles

Duke of Saxe Lauenburg. This general made

himfelf mafter of fome ftrong places on the

Elbe, but loft them afterwards to the Imperial

general Pappenheim, who was detached again ft

him. Soon after, befieged by the latter in the

town of Ratzcburg, he faw himfelf, after a

fruitlcfs attempt to make his efcape, obliged to

furrender with all his troops prifoners. Thus

ended the attempt which thole unfortunate

princes made towards their reinftatement, and

it was referved for the victorious army of Guf-

tavus Adolphus to render them that important

icrvice.

The flying bands of the Auftrians had thrown

themfelves into the March of Brandenburg,
which now became the fcene of their ravages.

Not contented with making the moft wanton

executions, and vexing the people by quarter-

ing foldiers upon them, thefe barbarians plun-

dered the houfes, ranfacked every place where

they fufpecled property to be concealed, to< k all

the provifions which they could finda ill-treated

R 3 thofe
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thofe who made the flighted oppofition, and ra-

vifhed even pregnant women. All this was not

even committed in an enemy's country. It was

the ufage which the fubjects of a prince received

who had never injured the Emperor ; and

would, notwithftanding all thofe infults, will-

ingly have been perfuaded by the latter to join

him againft the King of Sweden. The afpect

of thofe dreadful diforders which the want of

money, and of fufficient authority, compelled
them to tolerate, excited even the difpleafure

of the Auftrian officers ; and the general,

Count Schaumburg, from fhame wifhed to

lay down the command. Without force fuf-

ficient to defend his territories, and left with-

out affiftance by the Emperor, who paid no

attention to the mo ft prefling remonftrances,

the Elector at length iffued an edict, ordering
his fubjects to repel force by force, and to kill

without mercy every Imperial foldier who

fhould in future be detected in plundering. To
fuch a length were brought the ravages of the

country, and the mifery of its government, that

the only defperate remedy which remained to

the fovereign was to encourage private ven-

geance by a formal law.

The
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The Imperialists were followed by the Swedes

into the March of Brandenburg ; but upon the

Elector's refufal to permit the latter to pafs

through the fortrefs of Cuflrin, the King was

obliged to lay afide the delign he had formed of

beficging Frankfort on the Oder. He returned

to complete the conqueft of Pomerania, by

taking Demmin and Colburg ; in the mean

time Field-marflial Tilly was advancing to

defend Brandenburg.

This general, who could boaft of never hi-

therto lofing a battle, the conqueror of Manf-

ield, the Duke of Brunfwic, the Margrave of

Baden; and the King of Denmark, was now,

in the Swedilh monarch, to find arr adverfary

worthy of him. Tilly was dcfcended from a

noble family in the Liege country, and ha$

formed his talents in the wars of the Nether-

lands, which was then the fchool of generals.

Soon after he had an opportunity of difiinguifli-

ing himfelf under the Emperor Rodolph II. in

Hungary, where he rapidly rofe from one ftep

to another. After the peace he entered the

fervice of the Duke of Bavaria, who made him

commander in chief of his army, with abfo-

lute authority. Tilly, byhis excellent inftitu-

tions, was the founder of the Bavarian army,

R 4 *
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and it was to him that the Duke owed all the

fuperiority which he had hitherto maintained

in the field. After the conclulion of the war-

in Bohemia he received the command of the

army of the League, and now, upon Wallen-

ftein's difmiffal, that of the Imperial army.

Equally {trie! towards his troops, implacable

towards his enemies, and of as impenetrable

a difpofition as Wallenftein, he far exceeded

the latter in probity and dilintereftednefs. A

bigotted zeal for religion, and a bloody fpirit

of perfecution, united with the natural ferocity

of his character to render him the terror of the

Proteflants. A
ftrange

and terrific afpecl: be-

trayed his difpofition : of low ilature ; meagre,
with hollow jaws, a long noie, a broad fore-

head, large whilkers, and a fharp chin. He

commonly appeared in a Spaniih doublet of

green atlas, with dole fleeves, and a fmall

high-crowned hat, decorated with an enormous

red feather, which reached down as far as his,

back. His whole afpect recalled to recollec-

tion the Duke of Alva, the fcourge of the

Flemings, and his actions were far from ef-

facing that impreffion. Such was the general

who was oppofed to the hero of the North.

Tilly



THIRTY YEARS WAR?

Tilly was very far from entertaining a mean

opinion of his antagonift :
" The King of

f( Sweden," faid he, at the diet of Ratifbon,
fe is an enemy whofe prudence equals his va-
te lour ; he is inured to war, and in the flower
" of his age. His difpofttions are excellent,
" and his refources not fmall : the ftates of
Sf his kingdom are uncommonly attached to

*' him. His army, compofed of Swedes,
"

Germans, Livonians, Finlanders, Scots^ and
"

Englifh, is blended into one nation by
" blind obedience. This is the player from
" whom much is won even by loling nothing.'*

The progrefs of the King of Sweden in

Brandenburg and Pomerania left the new

general no time to lofe, and thofe who com-

manded there called for him in the moft preff-

ing manner. With all poffible haile he af-

fembled the Imperial troops, who were fcat-

tered over the Empire ; but it required a con-

fiderable time to procure the neceflary fupplies

from the defolated, impoveriflied country.

At length he appeared, in the midft of win-

ter, at the head of 20,000 men, before Frank-

fort on the Oder, where he joined the re-

mainder of Schaumburg's troops. He left the

defence of the fortreis to the latter general

with
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with a fufEcient garrifon, and haftened ta

Pomerania, in order to fave Demmin and re-

lieve Colburg, which was already reduced to

the utmofl ftraits by the Swedes, But before

he could leave Brandenburg, Demmin, which

was extremely ill defended by the Duke of

Savelli, was already in the hands of the King,
and Colburg, after a liege of five months, was

ftarved to a furrender. As the pafTes in Upper
Pomerania were well guarded, and the King's

camp near Schwedt defied every attack, Tilly

abandoned his offensive plan of operations,

and marched back towards the Elbe to be-

liege Magdeburg.

By the furrender of Demmin the entrance to

Mecklenburg lay open to the King ; but a

more important undertaking drew his arms to

another quarter. Tilly had no fooner com-

menced his retrograde march, than he in-

itantly broke up his camp at Schwedt, and ad-

vanced with his whole army againil Frank-

fort on the Oder. This town was but badly

fortified, though defended by a garrifon of

8000 men, moftly competed of thofe furious

bands who had fo cruelly ravaged Brandenburg

and Pomerania. It was attacked with impe-

tuofity, and on the third day taken by florm.

The
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The Swedes, affured of victory, rejected a

capitulation, though the enemy twice beat the

cJiamade^ determining to exercife the dreadful

right of retaliation. Tilly had, foon after his

arrival in this quarter, furrounded a Svvedifli

detachment in Brandenburg, and, exafperated

at the obftinacy of their reiiftance, had cut

them in pieces to a man. This cruelty was

now remembered by the Swedes when they

took Frankfort. Brandenburg quarter ! they re-

plied to the Imperial foldiers who begged their

lives, and Slaughtered them without companion.
Several thoufands were killed or taken, a num-

ber were drowned in the Oder, the remainder

fled to Silefia, and all their artillery fell into

the hands of the Swedes. To fatisfy the rage

of his troops, the King was under the ne-

ceffity of giving up the town to be plundered

for three hours.

While Guftavus Adolphus haflened from

one victory to another, thereby encouraging

the Proteflants and augmenting their reiift-

ance, the Emperor continued without inter-

mifiion to enforce the edict of reftitution, and

by exorbitant pretenfions to exhauft the pa-

tience of the flates. Neceffity now obliged

him to have recourfe to acts of violence,

4 which
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which he had heretofore praclifed from info-

lence : from the embarraffment into which his

arbitrary behaviour had thrown him, he could

now only relieve himfelf by means equally

arbitrary. But in fo complicated a body as the

German empire is, and always has been, the

hand of defpotifm muft ever create the

utmoft confufion. With aftoniihment the

princes faw the conftitulion of their country

overturned, and the approaching flate of na-

ture led them to felf-defence, the. only remedy

in fuch a lituation. At length, the open fteps

which the Emperor took againft the Proteftant

church undeceived the Elector of Saxony, \vhot

had fo long been the dupe of his artful po-

licy. By the exclution of -his fon from the

archbifhopric of Magdeburg, Ferdinand had

perfonally offended him, and Field-marfhal

Amheim, his new favourite and miniiter, fpared

no pains to increafe the refentment of his

mafter. He had been formerly an Imperial

general under Wallenftein, and being ftill the

warm friend of the latter, he fought to avenge
his old benefactor and himfelf upon the Em-

peror, and to detach the Elector of Saxony

from the Aufhian interefts. The invalion o(

the Swedes feconded his intentions. Guitavus

Adolphus was invincible, if once joined by the?

Proteftant
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Proteftant fiates ; and this more alarmed the

Emperor. Saxony's example might bring the

reft to declare themfelves ; and the Emperor's
fate appeared, in fome meafure, to depend upon
the Elector John George. The artful favourite

made his mafter fenfible of his prefent im*

portance, and advifed him, by threatening an

alliance with Sweden, to alarm the Emperor,
and to extort from the fears of that prince the

conditions which he could not obtain from his

gratitude. Yet he was againft abfolutely ex-

cluding him from the Swedifh alliance, in or-

der, by maintaining his independence, to con-

tinue his importance. He perfuaded him to

adopt a grand dcfign (which nothing but

an able genius prevented him from executing),

to put himfelf at the head of the Proteftants,

to erect a third power in Germany, and thereby

obtain the means of deciding the difpute be-

tween Auftria and Sweden.

This plan was the more flattering to John

George, who equally hated the idea of being

dependant upon Sweden, and remaining any

longer under the Emperor's tyranny. He
could not with indifference behold the German

affairs under the difpofal of a foreign prince ;

and, notwithilanding his flender capacity to

act
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act a principal part, his vanity could not con-

tent itfelf with a fecond. He therefore deter-

mined to draw every poffible advantage from

the progrefs of the Swedifh king, but ftill to

purfue his own plan independent of the latter.

For this purpofe he confulted with the Elector

of Brandenburg, who, from iimilar caufes, was

prepared to act againft the Emperor, and, at

the fame time, was jealous of Sweden. After

he had, in a diet held at Torgau, fecured the;

Saxon ftates, whofe confent was abfolutely

neceffary to forward his plan, he invited all

the Proteftant ftates of the Empire to a general

convention, which was opened at Leipiic on the

6th of February 1631. Brandenburg and

Heffe CafTel, with feveral princes, counts, ilates

of the Empire, and Proteftant bifhops, ap^

peared in this afTembly, either perfonally or by
their deputies ; and the bufinefs was opened

by a vehement pulpit oration from the Saxon

Hate chaplain, Dr. Hoe of Hohenegg. In

vain did the Emperor endeavour to fupprefs

this arbitrary meeting, which apparently rec-

koned upon its own. itrength, and was particu-

larly alarming when the Swedes were in the

Empire. The princes who affembled, en-

couraged by the progrefs of Guftavus Adol-

phus, maintained their rights, and in two

months
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tnonths broke up, after coming to a remarkable

refolution, which put Ferdinand in no fmall

embarrafTment. The purpofe of this was ef-

fectually to addrefs the Emperor to recall the

edict of restitution, to withdraw his troops
from their retidences and fortrefles, to fufpend
the executions, and abolifh all the abufes hi-

therto praclifed ; in the mean time, however,

to aflemble an army of 40,000 men, to be

prepared to redrefs their grievances by force,

fliould the Emperor refufe compliance.

An incident took, place at the fame time,

which contributed not a little to augment the

refolution of the Proteftant princes. The King
of Sweden had at length overcome the fcruples

which had hitherto deterred him from a clofer

union with France, and on the 1 3th of Janu-

ary 1631, concluded a formal treaty with that

crown. After a very ferious diipute concerning

the future treatment of the Catholic princes of

the Empire, whom France had taken under

her protection, and upon whom Guftavus,

on the contrary, was defirous of retaliating;

and a wrangle of leis importance, on the

title of His Majefly, which the pride of France

denied that of Sweden, Guftavus Adolphus
at length yielded in the former, and Richelieu

in
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in the latter article ; and the treaty of allianefc'

was ligned at Beerwald, in the New Mark*

Both powers bound themfelves to defend each

other reciprocally by force of arms ; to reinitiate

the expelled princes of the Empire ; to protect

their common friends ; and on the borders

as well as in the interior of Germany to place

matters upon the fame footing in which they

were at the commencement of the war. For

this purpofe Sweden engaged to maintain an

army of 30,000 men in Germany, upon con-

dition of receiving from France a yearly fub-

iidy of 4oo 3ooo dollars. Wherever fortune

attended the arms of Guftavus Adolphus, he

was to refpecl, in all the conquered places,

the Catholic religion and the laws of the

Empire, and to make no change in either.

The treaty was to be open for the admiffion of

foreign Itates and princes, and no one party

was to conclude a feparate peace without the

participation and confent of the other. This

treaty was to continue in force five years.

Whatever efforts within himfelf it had

coft the King of Sweden to receive fublidies

from. France, and to facrifice the power of

carrying on the war independently, this al-

liance .was decifive for his caufe in Germany.
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It was now, when he was protected by the

greateft power in Europe, that the flates of

Germany began to have a confidence in his

undertaking, for the iffue of which they had

hitherto trembled, not without caufe. It was

now he became truly formidable to the Empe-
ror. Even the Catholic princes, who were

defirous of beholding the Emperor's humi-

liation, beheld with little jealoufy his pro-

grcfs in Germany, iince his alliance with a

Catholic power Secured their religion. Thus,

while the invafion of Guftavus Adolphus pro-

tected the Proteftants, and the liberty of the

Empire againft Ferdinand's oppreffion, the

interference of France would equally defend

the Catholic religion, and the liberties of

Germany, againfl Guftavus Adolphus, fhould

that prince, in the intoxication of fuccefs, ven-

ture to exceed the bounds of moderation.

The King of Sweden did not hefitate to

communicate the treaty which he had con-
4

eluded with France to the princes of the con-

federacy of Leipzig,, and to invite them to a

cloler union with him. France alfb feconded

him in this effort, and fpared no pains to pre-

vail upon the Elector of Saxony. Guftavus

VOL.I. s Adolphu?



Adolphus was fatisfied with a private lupport,

provided the princes ftill thought it too bold

a ftep to declare themfelves. Several princes

gave him hopes that they would efpoufe his

caufe fo foon as circumftafices would permit:

the Elector of Saxony, always full of diftrufl

and jealoufy towards the King, and conftantly

adhering to his felfifh fyftem of politics, could

not be prevailed upon to act openly.

The conclufion of the convention of Leipzig,

and the alliance between France and Sweden,
were news equally difagreeable to the Emperor.

Againft them he employed the thunder of Im-

perial ordinances, and the want of an army
alone prevented him from difplaying towards

France the entire force of his difpleafure. Reliric-

tions were laid upon all the members of the con-

vention at Leipzig, by which they were, in the

fevereft manner, prohibited from enlifting troops.

They anfwered with the fharpeft remonftrances,

juflified their conduct upon the principle of

natural right, and continued their preparations.

In the mean time the Imperial generals, from

want of money and troops, found themfelves

reduced to the neceffity of confining their

hostility either to the King of Sweden, or to

the
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the flates of the Empire, as, with a divided

power, they were a match for neither. The
movements of the Proteftants drew their at-

tention to the interior of the Empire ; the

King of Sweden's progrefs in the March of

Brandenburg, which threatened the hereditary

dominions of the Emperor in the vicinity, re-

quired them, without delay, to turn their arms

to that quarter. After the conquefl of Frank-

fort, the King advanced againft Landfburg on

the Warta ; and Tilly, unluccefsful in an

attempt to relieve the former town, returned

to Magdeburg to profecutc its iiegc.

The rich bifhopric of which Magdeburg
was the capital, was for a coniiderable time

governed by Proteilant princes of the houfe of

Brandenburg, who introduced their religion

there. Chriilian William, the lail adminif-

trator, had, by his connexion with Denmark,
fallen under the bann of the Empire, by
which means the chapter, to avoid the Empe-
ror's difpleafure, found themfelves under the

neceffity of formally depoiing him. Jn his

ftead they placed John Auguflus, fecond foa

of the Elector of Saxony, whom the Em-

peror rejected, in order to confer that arch-

bifhopric on his own fon Leopold. The Elector

*>f Saxony made, upon this occafion, inef-

s a fectual
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fedual complaints to th'e Imperial court. Chrif-

tian William of Brandenburg took more active

meafures. Aflured of the attachment of the

magifrrates and inhabitants of Magdeburg, and

excited by chimerical hopes, he thought him-

felf capable of furmounting all the obftacles

which the decilion of the chapter, the oppofi-

tion of two powerful competitors, and the edict

of reftitution, prefented to his election. He
went to Sweden, and fought, by the promife

of a powerful diverfion in Germany, to promote
his caufe. That king did not leave him with-

out the hope of efficacious fupport, but at

the fame time cautioned him to act with pru-
dence.

Scarcely had Chriflian William been in-

formed of the landing of his protector in Pome-

rania, when he entered Magdeburg in difguife.

He appeared fuddenly in the town-council,

reminded the magiftrates of the deftruclive

ravages which both the town and country had

fuffered from the Imperial troops, the ruinous

pretenlions of Ferdinand, and the danger of

the Proteftant church. After this prelude he

difclofed to them that the moment of their

deliverance was arrived, and that Guftavus

Adolphus offered them his alliance and

every
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every afliilance. Magdeburg, one of the prin-

cipal towns in Germany, enjoyed under its

magiftrates a republican freedom, which in-

fpired its inhabitants with a heroic enthufiafm ;

of this they had already difplayed towards

Wallenftein (who, captivated by their riches,

had made exorbitant demands) the mofl laud-

able proofs, and maintained their rights by
a vigorous refinance : their territory had in

fact experienced the definitive rage of his

Iroops, but Magdeburg itfelf eicaped his ven-

geance. It was not, therefore, difficult for

the Adminiftrator to gain adherents among
a people in whofe memory a fenfe of pa ft

fufterin^s was frill recent. An alliance wasB

concluded between the city and the King of

Sweden, in which Magdeburg granted the

latter a free pavTage through its gates and

territories, with a liberty of recruiting ; and

obtained the motl effectual promife of pro-

tection for its religion and privileges.

The Adminiftrator immediately collected

troops, and commenced hoflilities before Guf-

tavus Adolphus was fufficiently near effectually

to fupport him. He fucceeded in defeating fome

Auftrian detachments in the neighbourhood,

s 3 made
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made a few fmall conquefts, and even furprife'd

Halle. But the approach of an Imperial army

obliged him with all poilible hafte, and not

without lofs, to retreat to Magdeburg. Guf-

tavus Adolphus, though difpleafed with this

overhafty commencement, fent Falkenburg,

an experienced officer, to regulate the mili-

tary operations, and affift him with his coun-

fcl. Falkenburg was appointed by the ma-

gifrrates governor of the town during the war;

the Prince's army was daily increafed by re-

cruits arriving from the neighbouring towns ; he

gained feveral advantages over the Imperial

regiments which were fent againft him ; and

was able, for feveral months, to maintain with

fuccefs a war of ikirmifhes.

At length Count Pappenheim approached,

after concluding his expedition againft the Duke

of Saxe Lauenburg, and having driven the Ad-

miniftrator's troops from their outpofts, cut off

all their communication with Saxony, and began

to inveft the place. He was ibon after followed

by Tilly, who fummoned the Adminiltrator, in

a haughty letter, no longer to refiJT. the edict,

of reftitution, and to deliver up the town in

obedience to the Emperor's commands. But the

refufal of the Prince, couched in the mofl refo-

lute
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lute terms, obliged Tilly to have recourfe to the

force of arms.

Meanwhile the fiege was prolonged, by rea-

fon of the King of Sweden's progrefs, which

called the Auftrian generals from before the

place ; and the jealoufy which his fucceflbr

entertained of him, procraflinated the fate of

Magdeburg fome months. But on the 3oth of

March 1631, Tilly returned, and began to

profecute the liege with great vigour.

In a fhort time all the outworks were carried,

and Falkenburg withdrew the garrifbn from

the oppofite fide of the river, after having

deftroyed the bridge upon the Elbe. As there

were in the place troops fufficient to defend its

extenfive fuburbs, thofe of Sudenburg and

Neufladt were abandoned to the enemy, who

immediately laid them in afhes. Pappen-

heim, quitting Tilly's corps, paflfed the Elbe

at Schoenenbeck, to attack the town upon the

oppofite fide.

The garrifon, weakened by the aclion in the

fuburbs, amounted to no more than two thou-

fand infantry, and fome hundred horfe ; a fmall

number for fo extenlive and irregular a fortrefs.

54 To
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To fupply the deficiency, the citizens were

armed ; a defperate expedient, which caufed

greater evils than it prevented. The citizens;

naturally inexpert foldicrs, ruined the town by
their diflcnfions; the poorer fort complained that

they were expofed to every danger and difficulty,

while the rich, by hiring others to perform their

duty, remained within their houfes in fafety.

Their quarrels terminated in an open mutiny;
indifference fucceeded zeal, and vigilance gave

place to neglect ; their divisions, heightened

by neceffity, gradually produced defpair, and

many already began to repent of the oppofition

which they made to the Emperor. But reli-

gious zeal, the love of liberty, and their invin-

cible hatred to the yoke of Aufiria, added to

the expectation of fpeedy relief, made them

{till difdain the idea of a furrender ; and though
divided among themfelves, they were united in

the refolution of defending the ramparts to the

latt extremity.

The hopes of fuccour entertained by the be-

iieged were not ill-grounded ; they were in-

formed of the confederacy of Leipzig, and the

approach of Guftavus Adolphus; both were

alike interefted in the prefervation of Mag-

deburg, and in a few days the King of Sweden

was
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\vas expected before its gates. Thefe circum-

ilances were not unknown to Tilly, \vho

therefore haftened to make himfelf matter of

the place. He difpatched a trumpeter with

feveral letters to the Adminiftrator, the gover-

nor, and the citizens, to induce them to

furrender; but he received for anfwer that

death was preferable. A fpirited attack of

the garrifon convinced him that their refo-

lution was not abated ; and the King of Swe-

den's arrival in Potfdam, together with the

incurfions of the Swedes as far as Zerbft, gave
him unealinefs, while it raifed the hopes
of the garrifon. A fecond trumpeter was

fent, and Ihe more moderate tone of his de-

mands further increafed their prefumption and

negligence.

The befiegers had now pufhed their ap-

proaches as far as the ditch, and vigoroufly

cannonaded the walls from their batteries ; one

tower was entirely overthrown, but did not

facilitate the enemy's attack, as it fell on one

fide, and not into the ditch. Notwithstanding

the continual bombardment, the walls had not

fuffercd much ; and the effect of the fire-balls,

intended to kindle flames in the town, was

prevented by the excellent meafures which were

taken
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taken to oppofe them. But the ammunition of

the belieged was now expended, and the fire

from the town ceafed gradually to return that

of the Imperialifts. Before a frefh fupply could

be obtained, it was neceffary that Magdeburg
Ihould be either relieved or furrender to the

enemy. The expectations of the befieged were

now raifed to the utmofl, and all eyes were

anxiouily turned towards the quarter where the

Swedifh itandard was expected to appear. Guf-

tavus Adolphuswas fufficiently near to be able

to reach Magdeburg in three days ; the fecurity

of the befieged augmented with their hopes,

and every circumftance contributed to increafe

it. On the gih of May the fire of the Im-

perialifts fuddenly ceafed, and the cannon were

^withdrawn from feveral of their batteries.

Every circumftance now tended to infpire the

befieged with the fpeedy hopes of relief; the

greater part of the guard, both citizens and

foldiers, left their pofts on the ramparts early

in the morning, in order, after their long toils,

to indulge themfelves in ileep. But it was a

dear fleep, and miferable waking !

Tilly had at length relinquished the hope
of being able to render himfelf matter of the

place, before the arrival of the Swedes, by the

means
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means which he had hitherto employed, and

determined to raife the liege, but previoufly

make a general aflault. That plan was, how-

ever, attended with much difficulty, as no breach

had been effected, and the works were fcarcely

injured; but the council of war, affembled on the

occalion, declared unanimously for an aflault,

citing the example of Maeftricht, which was

taken by ftorm early in the morning, while the

burghers and foldiers were repoling themfel ves *.

It was accordingly refolved upon to attack

the town at once in four different places ; and

the neceflary preparations were made during
the night of the pth and loth of May. All

was ready, and awaited the lignal of cannon

at five in the morning; the lignal was not,

however, given until two hours later, as Tilly,

Hill doubtful of fuccefs, had re-afTembled the

council of war. Pappenheim was ordered to

llorm the works of the new town, where he

was favoured by a low rampart and a dry ditch

of moderate depth ; the citizens and foldiers had

* This was in the preceding century, by Alexander of

Parma. See the elaborate defcription of it in Strada de Bello

Belgico. The fame arguments were urged by the celebrated

Vauban afterwards, in ftorming Valenciennes, and fuc

cceded.
Tranf\

moftly
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moftly abandoned the walls, and the remaining
few were overcome by fleep ; it therefore became

eafy for this general to gain the outworks.

Falkenburg, aroufed by the report of final 1

arms, haflened from the town-houfe, where he

was employed in diipatching Tilly's fecond

trumpeter, to affemble all the force he could

meet, and went to the gate of the new town,

of which the enemy had already taken pof-

leffion. There repulfed, the brave general

fiew to another, where a fecond detachment

of the enemy was preparing to fcale the walls ;

after an ineffectual refiftance, he fell in the

commencement of the aclion. The vehement

fire of muiketry, and the fhouts of the aflail-

ants, at length awoke the inhabitants ; they

immediately betook themfelves to arms, and

oppofcd the enemy in a confufed manner. Still

fome hopes of repuliing the beliegers remained ;

but the governor being killed, there was no plan

of attack, no cavalry to fupport the garrifon ; and

at length, their powder being exhaufted, no-

thing remained to fuftain the fire. Two other

gates, hitherto unattacked, were firipped of their

defenders to relieve the town in another quar-

ter; the enemy rapidly availed themfelves of

the confufion occafioned by this, to attack

thofe
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thofe pofts : the refinance was neverthelefs

obftinate, until four Imperial regiments, at

length mafters of the ramparts, took the garri-

ibn in the rear, and completed their confuflon.

A brave captain named Schmidt, whofe intre-

pidity led him amid the tumult, made a final

aflault upon the enemy, and even repulfed them

to the gates; but at length being killed, the

hopes of Magdeburg expired with him ; all the

works were carried before noon, and the town

was in pofieffion of the enemy.

Two gates were now opened by the aflailants

for the remainder of the army, and Tilly imme-

diately entered with a part of his infantry; he

took pofleffion of the principal ftreets, and

with pointed cannon ordered the citizens into

their houfes to await their defliny. They were

not long held in fufpenfe ; a word from Tilly

decided the fate of Magdeburg. Even the

efforts of a more humane general would have

in vain attempted to reftrain luch troops within

bounds : but this commander did not once

recommend mercy. Left at his own difpofal

by the filence of his general, the foldier broke

into houfes to fatiate his moft brutal appetites ;

the imploring innocence which found compaf-
fion from the Germans, could meet wiih none

from
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from Pappenheim's Walloons. Scarce had the

maflacre commenced, when the remaining

gates were thrown open, and all the cavalry

and Croats let loofe againil the unfortunate in-

habitants.

Here commenced a fcene, to defcribe which,

hiftory has no language, poetry no pencil.

Neither the innocence of childhood, nor the

debility of old age ; neither youth, fex, beauty,

nor condition, could difarm the fury of the con-

querors. Wives were abufed in the arms of their

hufbands, daughters at the feet of their parents,

an(d the defericelefs fex was expofed to the

double facrifice of virtue and life ; no lituation,

however facred or elevated, was exempt from

infult. Fifty-three dead bodies of women who

had been beheaded were found in the cathedral :

the Croats amufed themfelves in throwing chil-

dren into the flames ; Pappenheim's Walloons

in murdering infants at the breafr. Some

officers of the Catholic League, fhocked at

thofe frightful fcenes, entreated Tilly to flop

the effulion of blood. " Return in an hour,"

was his ftern anfwer ;
"

I will then fee what is

"to be done; the foldier muft have fome
" reward for his toils." The marTacre lafted

with inceflant fury until the fmoke and flames

inter-
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interrupted the plunderers. To augment the

confufion, and prevent the red (lance of the

inhabitants, the town had been fet on fire in

different quarters; a ft orm a role which fpread

the flames with rapidity, and foon made

them univerfal. The horrors of the fccne

were augmented by the dead bodies, fall-

ing ruins, and flreams of blood ; the atmo-

fphere was heated, and the intenlenels of the

vapour at length compelled the conquerors to

take refuge in their camp. In lets than twelve

hours this ftrong, populous, and extenfive city,

one of the fineft in Germany, lay in afhes, with

the exception of two churches and a few houfes.

The Adminiftrator, Chriftian William, after

receiving a number of wounds, was taken pri~

foner, together with three burgomafters. A
number of brave officers and magiftratcs were

killed. The avarice of the Imperial officers

fparcd four hundred of the citizens from the

flaughter, to obtain from them an exorbitant

ranlbm. Even this piece of humanity, which

made them appear guardian angels in com-

parifon with the Auftrians, was principally

thown by the officers of the League.

Scarce was the fury of the flames diminilhcd,

when the Imperial ills returned to continue the

i pillage
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pillage amid the ruins and allies; feveral of

them were fuffocated in the fmoke; many
obtained rich booty in the cellars, where the

inhabitants had concealed their moft valuable

effeas. On the i3th of May, Tilly himfelf

appeared in the town. Horrible was the fcene

which prefented itfelf to humanity ! The living

crawling from under the dead ; children wan-

dering about with heart-rending cries, call-

ing for their parents ; infants fuckling at the

dead bodies of their mothers !

Above fix thoufand ilain were thrown into

the Elbe to clear the ftreets ; a much greater

number were confumed by the flames. The

entire amount of the ilaughtered was calculated

at thirty thoufand.

The entry of the general, which took place

on the 1 4th, put a flop to the plunder, and

faved thofe who had hitherto been fpared.

About a thoufand people were taken ovut of

the cathedral, where they had remained three

days and two nights without food, and in con-

tinual fear of death ; Tilly announced to them

quarter, and ordered bread to be difrributed

among them. The next day a folemn mafs

4 was
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\vas performed in this cathedral,, and Te Deum

fung under a difcharge of artillery. The Im-

perial general rode through the flreets, the

better, as an eye-witnefs, to be able to inform

his matter that no fuch conqueil had been

made lincc the defl ruction of Troy and Jeru-

falcm. Neither was this aiTertion exaggerated,

if we conlider the greatncfs, the profperity, the

importance of the city razed, together with the

fury of its conquerors.
i

The news of the dreadful fate of Magdeburg
excited exultation among the Catholics, and

fpread terror and difmay among the Proteflants

of Germany. Loud and general complaints

were uttered again ft the King of Sweden, who,

at the head of fuch a force, and in the very

neighbourhood, left to its fate this city, which

was allied to him. Even the moft rational

found the King's inactivity incomprehenlible ;

and Guftavus Adolphus, that he might not

irrecoverably lofe the attachment of a peo-

ple to whofe delivery he was coine, faw him-

felf under the neceflity of publifhing to the

world a
j
unification of his conduct upon this

occafion.

VOL. I. He
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He had attacked Landfburg, and gained

it on the 1 6th of April, when he learned the

danger to which Magdeburg was expofed.

Without delay he determined to relieve it, and

immediately putting himielf at the head of

all his cavalry, and ten regiments of infantry,

marched towards the Spree. The lituation in

which he found himfelf, rendered it neceflary

that he fhould not move forward without pre-

vioufly fecuring his rear. With caution he

mutt now traverfe a country where he was fur-

rounded by fufpicious friends and formidable

enemies, and where one falfe ftep would cut

him off from his own country. The Elector

of Brandenburg had already opened Cuftrin to

the flying Imperialifts, and (hut it againft their

Svvedifh purfuers. Were Guftavus to be un-

fortunate againft Tilly, this Elector could open
all his fortrefles to the Imperialifts, and the

King, with an enemy in front and rear, was

then irrecoverably loft. To avoid this acci-

dent in his prefent undertaking, before he

advanced to relieve Magdeburg, he required

from the Elector the ceffion of Cuftrin and

Spandau *.

* The King's conduft upon this occafion, as well as on

all others, difplays a confummate generalfliip. Tranf.

4 Nothing
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Nothing appeared more reafonable than this

demand. The great fervice which Guftavus

Adolphus had lately rendered the Elector by
the expulfion of the Imperialifts from the ter-

ritories of Brandenburg, afforded him a claim

to gratitude, while the conduct of the Swedes

in Germany gave them preteni'ions to confi-

dence. But by the furrender of his fortreffes,

the Elector, in fome meafure, made the King
of Sweden inafter of his country, breaking
with the Emp'eror, and thereby expofing his

territories to the future vengeance of the Im-

perialifts. George William had a long contcft

with himfelf, but pufillanimity and felf-intereft

at length appeared to prevail. Unmoved by
the fate of Magdeburg, callous towards religion

and German liberty, he law nothing but his

own danger ; and this indifference was increafed

to the utmoft pitch by his minifler Schwartzen-

berg, who was privately corrupted by the Em-

peror. In the mean time, the Swedifh troops

drew near Berlin, and the King took up his

refidence with the Elector. When he per-

ceived the painful anxiety of this prince, he

could not contain his diipleafure :
"

I march,"

faid he,
" to relieve Magdeburg, not for my

*< own advantage, but for that of the Prbteflant

tf
religion. Jf unfupported, I will immediately

T 2 "
begin
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"
begin my retreat, enter into a treaty with

" the Emperor, and return to Stockholm. I

" am convinced that Ferdinand will grant me
" whatever peace I require. But if Magde-
"

burg is once loft, and the Emperor relieved

" from his apprehenfions of me, reflect upon
" the confequences." This timely threat, and

perhaps alto the afpect of the Swedifh army,

which was fufficiently powerful to obtain that

by force which he demanded peaceably, at

length influenced the Elector to deliver Span-

dau into his hands.

The King now pofleffed two roads to Mag-

deburg, of which one to the weftward led

through an exhaufted country, and amid the

enemy's troops, who might difpute the paflage

of the Elbe with him. But this could not take

place without the confent of the Elector of

Saxony, in whom Guftavus placed the utmoft

diuTuft. Accordingly, previous to his beginning
his march, he demanded of that prince a free

paflage and fubfiftence for his troops, on ready

payment. His demand was rejected, and no

reprefentations could prevail upon the Elector

to depart from his fyftem of neutrality. While

this point was difputed, intelligence arrived of

the capture of Magdeburg.
SL Tilly
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Tilly announced this event to the Proteftant

princes in the tone of a conqueror, and loft

not a moment to profit by the univerfal con-

flernation it excited. The Emperor's conic-

quence, vifibly diminished by the progrcfs \\ hkfh

Guftavus Adolphus had already made,

raifed higher than ever upon this dccifivc

event ; and he foon difplayed this alteration in

the imperious language with which he ad-

dreffed the Proteftant flates. The rcfohi-

tions of the confederacy of Leipzig were

annulled by a proclamation,, itfelf was fup-

preffed by an Imperial decree, and all the

refraclory flates were threatened with the fate

of Magdeburg. As executor of this Imperial

mandate, Tilly immediately ordered troops to

march againft the Bimop of Bremen, who was

a member of the confederacy of Leipzig, and

had enlifted foldiers. The terrified Bifhop imme-

diately gave them up to the General, and form-

ally renounced the confederacy of Leipzig. An

Imperial army, which had lately returned from

Italy, under the command of Count Furftcn-

berg, acled in the fame manner towards the

Administrator of Wirtemberg. The Dukr was

obliged to fubmit to tlic cduft of reltitution,

and all the decrees of the Emperor : and

alfo to pay a monthly lubfidy of 100,000

T q dollars.
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dollars, towards fuMifting the Imperial army.

Similar grievances were impofed upon Ulm
and Nuremberg, and the entire circles of

Suabia and Franconia. The Emperor was

now become the terror of Germany. The

fudden fuperiority which he obtained upon the

occalion, more from appearance than reality,

made him exceed the bounds of that modera-

tion which he had hitherto obferved, and led

him to violent meafures, which at length

turned the irrefolution of the German princes

to the advantage of Guftavus Adolphus. The

immediate confequences of Magdeburg's dc-

ftrucTion were not more injurious to the Pro-

teflants, than its diflant effects were advanta-

geous. The firft furprife foon made room for

an active reientment. Defpair afforded courage,

and the liberties of Germany arofe out of the

afhes of Magdeburg.

Among the princes of the Leipzig confede-

racy, the Elector of Saxony and the Landgrave
of HefTe Caffel were the moft powerful, and
the Emperor's authority remained unconfirmed

until they were difarmed. Tilly firfl turned

his arms againft the Landgrave, and marched

from Magdeburg towards Thuringia. The
countries of Saxe Erneft and Schwartzenbunro

were
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were upon this march extremely ill treated, and

Frankenhaufcn, even before the eyes of Tilly,

plundered and laid in afhes with impunity.

The unfortunate fubjecl: mull, upon this occa-

iion, make dear iacrifices for his matter's at-

tachment to Sweden. Erfurt, the key between

Saxony and Franconia, was threatened with a

fiege ; from which, however, it redeemed itfclf

by fupplying the Imperialists with proviiions

and a fum of money. From thence Tilly dif-

patched his ambaffadors to the Landgrave of

Caffel, to require the immediate difmifTal of

his forces ; the renunciation of the confede-

racy of Leipzig ; the reception of Imperial

troops in his territory and fortreffes, for the

purpofe of railing contributions ; and either to

declare himfelf a friend or an enemy. Such

was the treatment which a fovereign prince of

Germany was now to receive from a fervant of

the Emperor. But thefe extravagant demands

acquired a formidable weight from the force

which accompanied them, and the recent re-

membrance of the dreadful fate of Magdeburg
mult naturally increale their impreflion. This

renders the intrepidity of the Landgrave's fol-

lowing anfwer the more admirable :
< The

" admiflion of foreign troops into his fortrcifes

" and capital, the Landgrave cannot allow ;

T 4
" his
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" his troops he himfelf wants ; he will refill

"
any attack. If General Tilly requires money

" and proviiions, he need only go to Munich,
' { where there is a fupply of both." The irrup-

tions of two bodies of Imperialifts into Heffe-

Caflel were the immediate confequence of this

fpirited anfwer ; but the Landgrave gave them

fuch a reception that they gained nothing. But

after Tilly himfelf was on the point of following

them with his whole army, the unfortunate

country would have dearly purchafed the firm-

nefs of its fovereign, if the movements of the

King of Sweden had not, at a critical moment,
recalled that general to another quarter.

Guftavus Adolphus had, with the fevereft

affliclion, learned the deftruction of Magde-

burg ; and this was now augmented by the

demand of George William, of having Span-
dau reftored to him according to their agree-

ment. The lofs of Magdeburg had rather

augmented than leffened the motives for which

the King fought pofTeffion of that fortrefs : and

the greater the probability of a decifive battle

between him and Tilly became, the more

painful it was to relinquifh the fole retreat

which he poffefTed in cafe of a defeat. After

he had fruitlessly expended his entreaties and

remon-
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rcmonftranccs with the Elector of Branden-

burg, and the coldncls of the latter rather

daily increafed, he at length lent orders to his

commander at Spandau to evacuate the place ;

but at the fame time declared, that he would

from that day regard the Elector as an cnemv.

To give weight to this declaration, he ap-

peared at the head of his whole army before

Berlin. " I will not be worfe treated than
f the Emperor's generals," was his anfwer to

the deputies which the confounded EIr

lent to his camp :
"

your mafter has received

" them in his territories, provided them with

"
every neceflary, delivered up every place

" which they dcfired, and yet, by all thcie

" acts of complaifance, could not prevail
"

upon them to act with humanity towards
" his people. All that I require from him
"

is fecurity, a moderate fum of money, and
'' bread for my troops : in return for which 1

>c

promife to protect his country, and to keep
" the war at a diilancc from him. On thele

"
points, however, I mull reft, and my bro-

" thcr the Elector mult inftantly determine to

" have me as a friend, or lee his capital plun-
" dered." This decilivc tone made an imprrf-

fion, and tiie pointing of camion again ft the

towo
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town overcame the doubts of George William,

In a few days a treaty was iigned, in which the

Elector agreed to pay 30,000 dollars monthly,
to leave Spandau in the King's hands, and en-

gaged to open Cuftrin at all times to his troops.

This deciiive alliance of the Eleclor of Bran-

denburg with the Swedes found no better re-

ception in Vienna than that of the Duke of

Pomerania had formerly done ; but the unfa-

vourable change of fortune which it foon after

experienced permitted the Emperor to difplay

his refentment in no other manner than by
his words.

The King's pleafurc upon this agreeable

intelligence was augmented on hearing that

Griefswald, the only fortrefs which the Impe-
rialifls maintained in Pomerania, had fur-

rendered, and that the whole country was

cleared of this defperate enemy. He a p-

peared once more in this dutchy, and was

much gratified at the univerfal joy with which

the people received him. A year had elapfed

lince Guftavus had entered Germany, and that

event was now celebrated by the whole dutchy

of Pomerania as a feflival. A fhort time be-

fore, the Czar of Mufcovy had fent ambafTa-

dors to congratulate him, renew his alliance,
"

and
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and even offer him troops. He had the greater

reafon to rejoice at this friendly difpofition of

the Ruffians, as it was contrary to his inte-

refts in this dangerous war to be difturbed

jn his progrefs. Not long after his Queen,
Maria Eleonora, landed with a reinforcement

of 8000 men in Pomcrania ; and the arrival

of 6000 Englifh troops under the Marquis
of Hamilton, can be the lefs patted in filence,

as their arrival alone is all which hiftory men-

tions of the Englifh troops during the thirty

years war *.

Pappenheim had, during Tilly's expedition

to Thuringia, commanded in the territories of

Magdeburg, but could not prevent the Swedes

from paffing the Elbe at various times, cutting

off a number of Imperial detachments, and

taking poifeffion of feveral places. He himfelf,

rendered anxious by the King of Sweden's ap-

proach, immediately recalled Tilly, and pre-

* Thefe auxiliaries were Scots and Englifh, and afford

the firit example, perhaps, that ever occurred, of Britifli

troops performing nothing worthy of their native country in

a foreign one. They were, however, commanded by a

hypocrite and a coward, as his fubfequent conduct, when

oppofed to Cromwell, fhowed him to be. Tranf.

vailed
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vailed upon him to return by rapid marches to

Magdeburg. Tilly encamped on one fide of

the river at Wolmerfladt ; Guftavus Adolphus

placed himfelf at Werben, near the conflux

of the Havel and the Elbe. The latter's ap-

proach in thefe quarters portended no advan-

tage to Tilly. The Swedes routed three of his

regiments which were ported in villages at a

diftance from the army, took one half of their

baggage, and burned the remainder. Tilly in

vain approached within cannon-ihot of the

King's camp, and offered him battle. Gufla-

vus, one half weaker than his adverfary, pru-

dently declined it ; and his pofition was too

ftrong to permit an attack. There en.fued a

cannonade and fome ikirmifhes, in which

the Swedes had conftantly the advantage.

Tilly's army was diminifhed on his retreat to

Wolmerftadt by great defertion : ever lince the

carnage of Magdeburg fortune had forfaken

him ; on the contrary, it had uninterruptedly

attended the King of Sweden while he conti-

tinued at Werben : all Mecklenburg, with the

exception of a few places, was conquered by

his general Tott, and the Duke Adolphus ;

and he enjoyed the fatisfaclion of feeing

both princes reinftated in their dominions.

He went to Guilrow, where the reinilate-

ment
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fnent took place, and by his prclcnce aug-
mented the folemnity of the inftallation. With

their deliverer in the middle, and a fylendid

train of princes, both the Dukes made a folemn

entry, which the joy of their fubjects concluded

in a fincere feftival. Soon after the King's return

to Werben, the Landgrave of Hefle Caflel

came to his camp, to conclude a clofe ofFen-

live and defenfive alliance with him the firfl

fovereign primate in Germany who openly de-

clared againfl the Emperor, but who was led

to it by the mofl preffing motives. The Land-

grave engaged to act againfl the King's ene-

mies as his own, to give him the free ufe

of his territory and towns, and to fupply his

army with provifions and every other neceflary.

In return for this, the King declared himfelf his

friend and protector, and promifed to conclude

no peace without obtaining from the Emperor
a full redrefs of grievances for the Landgrave.

On both fides fincerity was obferved. Hefle

Caflei adhered, during the whole of this tedious

war, to the Swedifh alliance ; and had caufe,

at the peace of Weftphalia, to boaft of the

Svvedifh friendfhip,

Tilly, from whom the bold ftep of the Land-

grave was not long concealed, detached Count

Tugger
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Tugger with fome regiments againft him, anci

at the fame time endeavoured to excite his fub-

jects to rebellion by inflammatory letters. His

letters made as little impreffion as his regi-

ments, which had in the fequel fuch bad fuc-

cefs in the action of Breitenfeld ; and the Hef-

iian ftates could not for a moment balance

between their oppreflbr and their protector.

But the Imperial general was much more

occupied by the equivocal conduct of the

Elector of Saxony, who, notwithftanding the

Emperor's prohibition, continued his prepara-

tions, and adhered to the confederacy at Leip-

zig. At this conjunction, when the approach

of the Swedifh King rendered a decilive battle

inevitable, it appeared a ferious conlideration

to let the Elector remain in arms, which he

could in a moment convert to the ufe of the

enemy. Tilly had juft been reinforced by

25,000 veteran troops, commanded by Fur-

ftenberg ; and confident of his ftrength, he

trufled, by the bare terror of his arrival, or

at leafl with little trouble, to prevail upon
the Elector to join him. Before he left his

camp at Wolmerfiadt, he required the Elector,

by a fpecial embafTy, to lay open his country

to the Imperial troops, either to difmifs his own

ot
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or join them to the Imperial army, and, in con-

junction with it, to expel the King of Sweden

from Germany. He at the tame time put him

in mind, that of all the countries in Germany,

Saxony was that which had been molt rc-

fpecled ; and threatened him, in cafe of refufal,

with the moft definitive ravages.

Tilly had chofen for this imperative demand

a period the moft unfavourable. The per-

fccution of his religion and his allies, th:

deflruclion of Magdeburg, and the ravages of

the Imperialifts in Lufatia, all contributed to

incenfe the Elector againft the Emperor. The

approach of Guflav us Adolphus, however little

pretenfion he had to this prince's protection,

infpired him with courage. He accordingly

forbad the quartering of ImperiaMs in hi&

ritories, and refolutely pediiled in his warlike

preparations.
" However it mufl furprife him,"

added he,
" to fee the Imperial troops ad-

"
vancing towards his territories at a period

" when the King of Sweden afforded them
(( fufficient occupation, he had no expectation
" of feeing his fervices requited with ingrati-
"

tude, and the ruin of his country." To

Tilly's deputies, who were regaled in a princely

manner, he gave a more dcciiive aniwer on

their
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their departure-:
"
Gentlemen," faid he,

" I

"
perceive the Saxon confectionary, which has

< been fo long fpared, is at length to be fet

"
upon the table. But as it is cuftomary to

"
accompany it with nuts and dimes of pa-

ic
rade, be cautious that your teeth do not

* c
lii fibr on the occafion."

Immediately npon this Tilly broke up his

ramp, and amid the moft dreadful devaftation-

advanced towards Halle, while he renewed his

demands on the Elector of Saxony in a more

carnclt and threatening tone. If we recollect

the maxims hitherto obferved by this prince,

who by his own conceffions and thofe of his

minifler, had promoted the interefts of the Em-

peror, at the expenfe of the duties which were

moft facrcd to him, and who had already been

retained in inactivity with fo little artifice, we

mufi be amazed at the infatuation of the Em-

peror and his minifler, who at this criti-

cal juncture oppoled their true interefls, and

by violent mealures incenfed a prince who

might otherwife, by lenient fleps have been fo

eaiily attached to them. Was this the object

of Tilly ? Was it in order to convert a doubt-

ful friend into an open enemy, and thereby to

abfolve himfelf from that clemency with which,

bv
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by the Emperor's fccrct orders, he had treated

the territories of that prince ? Or was it the

Emperor's intention to compel the Elector to

embrace hoflile meafures, and to rid himfelf

with a good grace from the underftanding
which he hitherto maintained with him ? At

all events, we cannot but be amazed at the

haughtinefs of Tilly, which could not refrain

itfelf, in pretence of a formidable enemy, from

creating a new one, and the indifference of

that general in permitting without oppolition

the union of both.

John George, rendered defperate by the en-

trance of Tilly into his territories, threw him-

felf, not without a violent ftruggle, under the

protection of Sweden.

Immediately ^pon difpatching Tilly's em-

bafly, he fent Field-marlhal Arnheim to the

camp of Guftavus, to make a proffer cf his al-

liance to that monarch, whom he had fo long

neglected. The King concealed the inward

pleafure which this developement produced.
ff I am grieved," replied he coldly to the

deputy,
" for the Elector. Had he attended

" to my repeated remon ft ranees, his country
* f would never have been invaded, and Mag-

VOL. i. v "
deburg
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"
deburg would ftill have remained unin-

*'
jured. Now, when prefled by neceffity, he

" has recourfe to my afiiftance : but inform

" him that I am far from facrificing myfelf
i: and my allies for the Elector of Saxony.
" Who can pledge himfelf for the lincerity of

" a prince whofe minifter is in the pay of Auf-
"

tria, and who will abandon me fo foon as

" the Emperor flatters him, and withdraws his

"
troops from his dominions ? Tilly has al-

"
ready confiderably increafed his army, but

(S this fhall not prevent me from meeting him
" when I have lecured a retreat."

The Saxon minifter could reply to thefe re-

proaches in no other terms than by promiling
to bury paft tranfaclions in oblivion. He

prefled the King to declare the conditions upon
which he came to the afliflance of Saxony, and

engaged previoufly their being granted :
" I

"
defire," anfwered Gufiavus,

" that the
ts Elector fhall deliver me his fortrefs of Wit-
"

tenberg, and his eldefl fons as hoftages, three

ef months pay for my troops, and that he fhall

St deliver up the betrayer of his miniftry :

"
upon thefe conditions I am ready to afford

t( him my aid."

Not
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" Not Wittenberg alone," anfwered the

Elector, when he received this anfwer, and fent

back the minifter to the Swedifh camp,
" but

"
Torgau and all Saxony fhall be open to

<( him
; my whole family fhall be his hoftages;

" and if that is inefficient, I fhall offer rny-
"

felf. Return, and inform him that I am
"

ready to deliver him up fuch traitors as he
"

names, to grant his army the defircd pay-
"' c

nient, and to expofe my life and fortune in

" a caule fo juft."

The King was only delirous of putting the

new fentiments of John George to the teft.

Convinced of his (incerity, he retracted his fe-

vere demands. " The diftruft," faid he,
" which

c( was obferved towards me when I advanced
t( to the relief of Magdeburg, had naturally
* e excited mine ; the prefent reliance of the

" Elector demands a return. I am fatisfied,

<(
provided he grants my army a month's

<e
pay, and promife to indemnify him for this

"
grant."

Immediately after the conclufion of this

treaty, the King crofled the Elbe, and the

next day joined the Saxons. Inftead of op-

poling this junction, Tilly had advanced againft

u 2 Leipzig,
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Leipzig, which he fummoned to receive an

Imperial garrifon. In the hope of a fudden

relief, the governor, Hans Pforta, had pre-

pared for a defence, and laid the fuburbs of

Halle in afhes. But the ill condition of the

works rendered all reliflance vain, and on the

fecond day the gates were opened. Tilly had

taken up his abode in the houfe of a grave-

digger, the only one which remained ftanding

in the fuburbs of Halle. Here he figned the

capitulation, and was informed of the King of

Sweden's immediate approach. Tilly grew

pale at the reprefentation of death's-heads and

bones, with which the proprietor had decorated

his houfe. Leipzig experienced a moderation

which was unexpected.

Meanwhile a council of war was held be-

tween the Elector of Saxony and the King of

Sweden, at Torgau, in prefence of the Elector

of Brandenburg. A refolution was now to

take place which was irrevocably to decide the

fate of Germany and the Proteflant religion.

The anxiety of the Elector, which naturally

arofe before every circumftance of importance,

now appeared for a moment to overfhadow the

foul of Guftavus Adolphus :
" When we now

" refolve upon a battle," faid he,
" a crown

4 " and
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" and two electorates are at ftake. Fortune
"

is changeable, and the infcrutable decrees of
ff Heaven can give the victory to our enemies.
"

It is true my crown would ftill have a refuge
"

left, in cafe of the ruin of myfelf and army.
16 Defended by a considerable fleet and a war-
" like people, they could It ill oppofe the worfl :

" but where, in cafe of defeat, can you hope
" for fafety from an enemy which lies fo con-

ff
tiguous r"

Guftavus Adolphus difplayed the diffidence

of a hero who did not overrate his flrength in

competition with that of his enemy ; John

George, the confidence of a weaker who felt a

hero at his afTi fiance. Impatient to free his

country from two armies, he burned impa-

tiently for a battle which might decide the con-

ted. He was defirous, with his Saxons, to ad

vance againfl Leipzig, and attack Tilly. At

length Guftavus Adolphus adopted his mea-

fures, and determined upon a battle with the

enemy before the arrival of the reinforcements

which the generals Altringer and Tiefenbach

led to him. The united Swedifh and Saxon

armies crofted the Mulda, the Elector of Bran-

denburg returned homeward.
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Early in the morning of the yth of Septem-
ber the hoftile armies came in view. Tilly

refolved to await the arrival of his reinforce-

ments, after he had in vain endeavoured to

prevent the junction of the Saxon army with

the Swedes, and had, near Leipzig, occupied

a firong and advantageous pofition, in which

he expeclcd to avoid a battle. The impetuolity

of Pappenheim induced him, upon the approach
of the enemy's army, who were prepared to

attack him, to change his pofition, and place

his left towards, the hill which leads from the

village of Wahren to Lindenthal. At the foot

of this eminence his army was extended in one

line, his artillery divided upon the hill, whence

it could fweep the exteniive plain of Brei-

tenfeld. The united Swedifh and Saxon ar-

mies now advanced in two columns, which

had to pafs the Lober, and a village on Tilly's

front. To prevent his pafTage of this rivu-

let, Pappenheim was detached at the head of

2000 cuiraffiers, though after a long refinance

of Tilly, and with exprefs orders not to com-

mence a battle, Notwithstanding thefe orders,

Pappenheim encountered the vanguard of the

Swedes, but after a fhort conflict was compelled

to retreat. To interrupt the enemy, he fet fire

to Podelwitz, which, however, did not prevent

the
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the armies from clofing and forming in order

of battle.

The Swedes formed on the right upon two

lines, the infantry in the centre, divided into

fmall battalions, which could be eafily manoeu-

vred, without difturbing their order, and were

adapted for the moft rapid movements ; the

cavalry, placed on the wings, were alfo divided

into fmall fquadrons, and interfperfed with

bodies of mulketeers, which would conceal the

fmallnefs of their numbers and annoy the enemy's
horfe. The centre was commanded by Colonel

Teufel, the left by Guftavus Horn, the right

by the King in perfon, oppofite Count Pap-

penheirn. The Saxons were formed at a con-

iiderable interval from the Swedes ; a difpoli-

tion of Guftavus which the fequel juftified.

The order of battle had originally been con-

certed between the Eledor and his field-mar-

iTial, and had barely been laid before the King
for his confent. He appeared anxious to divide

the Swedifh prowefs from the Saxons, and for-

tune did not confound them.

Under the heights towards the weft the

enemy was extended in a long line, which was

capable of outflanking the Swedifti army, the

u 4 infantry



296 HISTORY OF THE

infantry in great battalions, and the cavalry di-

vided equally in unwieldy fquadrons. His

artillery was in his rear, on the heights, and

he formed under its range. From fuch a pofi-

tion of the artillery, if this intelligence is to

be credited, it mufl be concluded that Tilly's

object was more to await than to attack the

enemy, as this order rendered it impoffible for

him to break the enemy's ranks without -ex -

pofing himfelf to the fire of his own cannon.

Tilly himfelf commanded in the centre, upon
the left Pappenheim, and upon the right Count

Furftenberg. The combined army of the

Emperor and the League amounted on this

day to between thirty-four and thirty-five thou-

fand men ; that of the Swedes was nearly of a

fimilar number.

But had a million of the human fpecies been

confronted with another, it could not have

rendered this day more bloody, important, or

decifive. It was for this battle that Guftavus

Adolphus had croffed the Baltic, fought danger
in difiant countries, and expofed his life and

his crown to capricious fortune. The two moft

confummate generals of the age, both hitherto

invincible, were now, in a contefl long avoided,

to enter into a competition ; one of them muft

leave
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leave his pafl renown upon the field of battle.

AH Germany beheld this day with fear and

trembling; the cotemporary world awaited its

event with anxiety, and pofterity was either to

praife
or deplore it.

Tilly's ufual intrepidity fcemed to fail him

upon this day ; he had formed no regular plan

to give the King battle, and difplaying as little

firmnefs to avoid it. Pappenheim had com-

pelled him to an action contrary to his inten-

tions ; doubts, hitherto unfelt, combated in

his bread, gloomy prefentiments overcaft his

brow ; the fhade of Magdeburg feemed to

hover over him.

A cannonade of two hours commenced the

battle. The wind was wefterly, and blew thick

clouds of fmoke and duft from newly ploughed

fields againft the Swedes. This compelled the

King infenfibly to wheel northwards ; and the

rapidity with which this movement was per-

formed, did not give time to the enemy to pre-

vent it.

At length Tilly left his eminence, and com-

menced his attack upon the Swedes ; but to

avoid the vehemence of their fire, he turned to

the



the right, and fell upon the Saxons with fuch

impetuofity, that he threw their whole army
into confulion ; the Elector himfelf retired to

Eilenburg. A few regiments flill kept their

ground, and by a manful refiftance faved the

honour of the Saxon name. Scarce was this

confulion perceived, when the Croats began
to plunder, and meflengers were difpatched

to Munich and Vienna with the tidings of vic-

tory.

In the mean time Tilly had vanquished the

remainder of the Saxons, and fell with his

veteran troops upon the left wing of the

Swedes. To that wing, fo foon as he perceived

the diforder among the Saxons, the King had

immediately detached three regiments to co-

ver the flank, which was left expofed by the

flight of his allies. Guftavus Horn, who com-

manded here, gave the enemy a fpirited relin>

ance, to which the infantry, divided among
his fquadrons of horfe-, not a little contributed.

The enemy already appeared to relax in their

efforts, when Gufravus Adolphus made his

appearance to terminate the conteft. The left

wing of the Imperialists was routed, and the

King's troops, which were not hitherto engaged,

could be employed in any quarter; he accord-

ingly
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ingly wheeled with his left wing and main body
to the left, and attacked the eminence where

the enemy's artillery was placed. In a Ihort

time he was in pofieflion of it, and the enemy
felt the effect of their own cannon.

The fire of artillery on its flank, and the

attack of the Swedes in its front, at length

brought the hitherto invincible army into dif-

order. A fudden retreat was all that remained

for Tilly ; but this retreat mufl be made in the

midfl of his enemy. The whole army fell into

confufion, except four regiments of chofen ve-

terans, who had hitherto been unaccuftomed to

fly before an enemy, and now determined not

to begin the practice. With clofed ranks they

engaged in the midft of their enemies, and in

the height of the combat gained a fmall thicket,

where they oppofed the Swedes until night,

when their numbers were reduced to fix hun-

dred ; with them fled the remainder of Tilly's

army, and the battle was decided.

Amid the dead and wounded Guftavus Adol-

phus threw himfelf on his knees, and his firft

exprcffion of joy for his victory \vas announced

in a thankfgiving to Heaven. He ordered the

/enemy to be purfued, as far as the darknefs of

the
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the night would permit, by his cavalry; the

noife of alarm-bells put all the neighbouring

villagers in motion, and proved fatal to fuch

fugitives as fell into the hands of the incenfed

peafantry. The King encamped with his army
between the field of battle and Leipzig, it being

impoffible for him to attack the town on the

fame night ; feven thoufand of the enemy lay

dead upon the field, and more than five thou-

fand were either wounded or prifoners; their

whole camp, artillery, and more than a hun-

dred itandards, were taken. The Saxons had

two thoufand, and the Swedes not above feven

hundred men miffing. The defeat of the Auf-

trians was fo complete, that Tilly, upon his

retreat to Halberftadt and Halle, could not

collect above fix hundred men, nor Pappenhehn
above fourteen hundred. So rapid was the

ruin of this formidable army, which had lately

put Germany and Italy into confirmation.

Tilly had to thank accident for his perfonal

deliverance. Though exhauiled by feveral

wounds, he fiill refufed to furrender himfelf

prifoner to a Swedifh captain of horfe, who
was on the point of killing him, when a piflol

fhot laid the latter upon the ground. But the

vexation of outliving his fame was far more

painful
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painful to him than his danger and his wounds;
and the lofing the labour of his life in one day,

was highly grievous. All his victories were now

nothing after lofing the one which was intended

to crown them ; nothing remained of his exploits

but the execration of mankind which accom-

panied him. After this day, Tilly never re-

covered his wonted vivacity, and fortune re-

turned to him no more ; even his laft confola-

tion, revenge, was denied him by the exprefs

prohibition of his mafter, who ordered him no

longer to rifk a decifive battle.

To three miftakcs are principally attributed

the misfortune of this day : to have polled his

artillery in the rear of his army upon the

heights; to have afterwards abandoned thofe

heights; and to have permitted the enemy,
without interruption, to form in order of battle.

And how quickly were all thofe miftakes taken

advantage of by .the calm prefence of mind

and fuperior genius of his adverfary ? Tilly

fled to Halle and Halberftadt, and had fcarcely

time to have his wounds drcfTcd before he

haftened to reinforce himfelf with the Imperial

garrifons in Lower Saxony.
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The Elector of Saxony had not failed, aftef

the danger was paft, to appear in the Swedifh

camp. The King thanked him for adviling

him to a battle ; and John George, during the

rfl tranfports occalioned by this friendly recep-

tion, promifed Guitavus the dignity of King
of the Romans. On the next day the King
advanced towards Merfeburg, which was aban-

doned by the Elector, in order to attack Leip-

zig ; five thoufand Imperialists, which he met

on his march, were partly cut down, and partly

entered his fervice. Merfeburg immediately
furrendered ; ihortly after Halle was conquered,

whither the Elector of Saxony, after the taking

of Leipzig, betook himfelf to concert the future

plan of operations.

The battle was gained, but a wife difpoiition

could alone render it decilive. The Imperial

army was totally routed, Saxony was freed from

the enemy, and Tilly had retreated towards

Brunfwic. In order to purfue him, the war

muft be renewed in Lower Saxony, which had

fcarcely recovered from the late ravages. It

was in confequence refolved to carry the war

into the enemy's country, which lay expofed
as far as Vienna to the conqueror ; on the

right the territories of the Catholic princes

lay
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lay open, and upon the left the Emperor might
be made to tremble in his capital. Both mealures

were chofen, and the queftion was, how each

of them Ihould be executed ? Guftavus Adol-

phus, at the head of a victorious army, could

find little refiftance from Leipzig to Vienna,

Prague and Prefburg. Bohemia, Moravia,

Auftria, and Hungary, were dcfencelefs, and

the Proteftants in thofe countries were anxious

for a change of affairs. Ferdinand was no

longer fecure in his reiidence ; Vienna would

open its gates upon the firft attack ; the Em-

peror loft his allies with the Itates which the

King detached from him, and he would have

willingly concluded a peace with an enemy
which was in the heart of his dominions

A conqueror would be flattered by this bold

plan of operation, which might have juflified

the adoption of it; but Guftavus Adolphus,

more a ftatefman than a conqueror, rejected it,

becaufe he had to attain a more impoitant end,

the iffue of which he did not choofe to truft

either to valour or good fortune.

By marching towards Bohemia, Franconia

and the Upper Rhine muft be left to the Elec-

tor of Saxony. But Tilly had already begun,

from tbe remains of his defeated army, the

garrifons
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garrifons in Lower Saxony, and the reinforce**

raents which he received, to reaflemble a new

force upon the Wefer, with which it was not

probable he would long delay to begin offensive

operations. Againft fuch an experienced gene-

ral, an Arnheim could not be detached, of

whofe talents the battle of Leipzig had afforded

but equivocal proofs ; it was therefore of little

confequence for the King to make rapid ftrides

in Bohemia and Auftria, if Tilly again became

powerful in the Empire, and raifed the courage
of the Catholics by new victories, while he

difcouraged the Proteftants ; it was equally

ufelefs to him to fubdue the enemy's hereditary

dominions, while Tilly made conquefts in the

Empire. Could he hope to reduce to extre-

mity an Emperor whom an infurrection of

twelve years in Bohemia had not weakened,

had not fhook the rmnefs of that prince, or

exhaufted his refources, with which he now

appeared more formidable than ever ?

Lefs brilliant but better founded were the

advantages which the King of Sweden could

derive from an inroad into the territories

of the League : his irruption here was decilive.

At the fame conjuncture the German princes

were convened in a diet at Frankfort, concern-

ing
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Ing the edict of refutation, where Ferdinand

exhaufted all the arts of his cunning policy to

perfuade the intimidated Proteflants to agree
to a fudden peace. The approach of their pro-
tector could alone excite them to a firm oppo-
fition, and to reject the Emperor's propofal.

Guflavus Adolphus could now hope, by the

terror of his arms, to fuhdue the difunited

princes, and by his victorious prefcnce to detach

the remainder from the Emperor's interefls;

in the centre of the Empire, he here deftroyed

the nerves of Imperial power, which could not

fublifi without the affiitance of the League.

Here, in the vicinity of France, he was enabled

to watch that fufpicious ally ; and when his

private wi flies required of him to cultivate

the friendfhip of the Catholic electors, he might

render himfelf mailer of their fate by eftablifh-

ing, through a magnanimous treatment, a claim

to their gratitude.

He accordingly began his march towards

Franconia and the Rhine, and left the con-

of Bohemia to the Elector of Saxony.

THE END OP THE FIRST VOLUME.
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